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7 kart in march In S. Africa against Israel 

CAPE TOWN (/\FP) — Seven policemen and a press photo- 
grapher were injured Friday when police dashed with a group of 
Muslims [notating outside the Israeli embassy here over Israel's 
onslaught against Hizbollah guerrillas in Lebanon last month. 
Thousands of Muslims, under the banner of the Islamic Unity 
Convention (IUQ, marched through central Cape Town to 
present a memorandum to the Israeli ambassador. When they 
found the embassy doors locked and barricaded by security forces, 
die protestors began throwing stows and other missiles at the’ 
police, the SAPA news agency said. Three policemen were 
seriously hurt, two of them struck by objects thrown by the 
protestors and the third a blow on the leg with a steel pipe. Police 
retaliated by firing rubber bullets and birdshot. Some of the 
proiotots set fire to an Israeli flag and others tore a sign off the 
trail of the nearby United States Information Service building 
dunng die march. IUC national Chairman Archmat Cassfcm, 
addressing die crowd from the back of a truck, tried to dam the 
protestors during the fracas. **We will choose our battlefield," he 
said. “Don't let the enemy choose it for us." 



Nigeria denies hosting Hizbollah 

ABUJA (AFP) — The Nigerian Foreign Ministry on Friday issued 
a statement denying allegations that the Iranian-backed fun- 
damentalist movement Hizbollah had training bases in Nigeria. “It 
has become necessary to state dearly, for the benefit of the public, 
that there is no midi whatsoever in the allegation that there are 
Hizbollah training bases in Nigeria," the statement said. It also 
denied reports that the Israeli government had protested to the 
Nigerian government over the allegations, which it said were 
“malicious." Nigerian Ambassador to Tel Aviv Ignatius Oliseme- 
ka, met officials from the Israeli foreign ministry and both sides 
agreed there were no Hizbollah training bases in Nigeria, the 
statement continued National Israeli radio reported last week that 
the Israeli govemmem had officially protested to Nigeria over the 
presence of a Hizbollah base in the country. It added that a simitar 
protest had been delivered to Pretoria over the presence Of five 
militia bases, run by die pro-Iranian movement in South Africa. 
That report was also denied by the Israeli embassies in Pretoria 
and Lagos. 


Volume 21 Number 6211 


AMMAN SATURDAY, MAY 4, 1996, DHUL-HUJA 16, 1416 


Price: Jordan 159 Fib 


Israel delays Hebron pullout 
until after May 29 elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel on Friday 
delayed its partial withdrawal 
from the flashpoint town of 
Hebron until after the May 
29 general elections, drawing 
swift accusations from the 
Palestinians of breaking the 
peace accords. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, who is also the defence 
minister made the decision 
after meeting with military 
chiefs in Tel Aviv, sources 
dose to the Israeli leader 
said. 

But until the redeployment 


goes ahead the army will 
continue to withdraw equip- 
ment from the West Bank 
town and could make a sym- 
bolic gesture to the Palesti- 
nians by evacuating some 
posts, they added. 

Mr. Peres, who said after 
the meeting he was “in no 
hurry to fix a date" for the 
partial pullout which is 
already more than a month 
behind schedule, published a 
statement saying it would be 
coordinated with the Palesti- 
nians. 

The vagueness of the state- 


ment left* the prime minister 
with some scope for man- 
oeuvre. 

But the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) angrily 
denounced .the new delay. 

“Israel is going back to its 
old habits 'of breaking the 
accords and not fulfilling its 
commitments.*' said Hassan 
Asfour, the head of the au- 
thority's negotiations depart- 
ment. 

’“This certainly won’t help 
the peace process," be 
added, securing Mr. Peres of 
''following the opinion, of the 


right-wing extremists in Israel 
and the (Jewish) settlers.” 
Military chiefs warned Mr. 
Peres of the increased risk of 
anti-Israeli attacks during the 
-election period by both set- 
tlers and Palestinians 
opposed to the deals struck 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to launch Palestinian 
self-rule. 

The withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from most of the town 
had been due to take place in 

(Continued on page 7) 



Armed Jewish settlers walk through the Hebron market past a Palestinian boy on his bityde and Israeli army 
troops guarding the road leading to a Jewish settlement in the heart of the dty (Reuters photo) 


Arafat 
returns 
to Gaza 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat returned Friday to 
Gaza without making a plan- 
ned stop in Cairo for talks 
with Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak, officials said. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority’s (PNA) Planning 
Minister Nabii Shaath said 
earlier Mr. Arafat would 
meet Mt. Mubarak for talks 
ahead of “final status" nego- 
tiations with Israel, but no 
explanation was given by Mr. 
Arafat or his aides as to why 
the stopover did not happen. 

A Palestinian source said 
Mr. Arafat could leave for 
Egypt before Sunday to dis- 
cuss the negotiations between 
the Palestinians and Israel in 
the Egyptian Red Sea resort 
of Taba. 

The talks are expected to 
formally open Sunday in the 
Hilton Hotel before being 
adjourned until after Israel’s 
general election on May 29. 

■The negotiations will deal 
with the thorniest issues still 
remaining including the fate 
of East Jerusalem, the 
Palestinian refugees, and 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Dr. Shaath said Mr. Arafat 
was due to ‘inform Mubarak 
of the results of his meetings 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton" in 
Washington. 

Mr. Arafat had his first 
official meeting as Palestinian 
president with Mr. Clinton in 
Washington on Wednesday. 

The U.S. president con- 
gratulated Mr. Arafat for 
winning an agreement to 
scrap clauses in the Palesti- 
nian charter calling for 
Israel’s destruction at a meet- 
ing of the Palestine National 
Council Iasi week (see page 
2 ). 


Israeli purposely targeted 
Cana shelter, U.N. asserts 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — A U.N. envoy has. 
reached a preliminary conclu- 
sion that Israeli artillery de- 
liberately targeted a U.N. 
base in southern Lebanon, 
killing 102 Lebanese shelter- 
ing there, informed sources 
said Friday. 

The sources told AFP that 
General Frank van Kappen, 
sent by the U.N. secretary- 
general to investigate the 
April 18 shelling of the Cana 
camp which triggered inter- 
national condemnation, con- 
cluded that the Israeli artil- 
lery battery knew they were 
. targeting the U.N. com- 
pound. 

But he also decided that 
“someone" in the army chain 
of command had made a 
“grave error" by ordering the 
attack, the sources said. 


Gen. Kappen's report, 
which, according to U.N. 
officials, has not yet been 
finalised pending “clarifica- 
tions” expected from the 
Israeli army, also reveals that 
Hizbollah guerrillas and their 
families were sheltering in 
the camp. 

The guerrillas had gone 
into -neighbouring hills to 
rocket northern Israel 15 mi- 
nutes before the Israeli 
attack, before returning in- 
side the camp, tbe sources 
said. 

Gen. Kappen was still 
trying to establish whether an 
Israeli reconnaissance drone 
was in the area' before the 
attack, which would have 
provided a video picture of 
the compound when it was 
fired on. 

That aspect would be a key 


factor in finally determining 
whether the Israelis had de- 
liberately targeted tbe civi- 
lian compound. 

The Israeli government has 
called the incident an “unfor- 
tunate mistake" but asserted 
that the Hizbollah guerrillas 
had fired from within 300 
metres of the U.N. camp, 
where hundreds of civilians 
had sought shelter from 
Israeli raids on Lebanon. 

Israeli officials from the 
U.N. mission were briefed on 
Gen. Kappen's initial find- 
ings on Thursday by Under- 
secretary General Koffi 
Annan. 

The final report would be 
submitted to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali once 
the Israeli army had re- 

(Coa tinned on page 7) 


U.S. ta follow up closely 
after Arafat, Peres visits 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres’ and Palestinian 
Leader Yasser Arafat’s back- 
to-back visits to the White 
House last week will lead to a 
tightening of defence ties 
with Israel and a start on 
regular U.S. contacts with 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA). 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak is expected to 
visit the U.S. in the next 
week or two to discuss estab- 
lishing a formal defence 
agreement with the United 
States. Mt. Peres said Israel 
was not asking for U.S. 
troops, only “technicians” to 
enforce peace accords with 
the Arabs. 

President Bill Clinton 
signed an agreement with 
Mr. Peres to provide U.S. 


counter-terrorism technology 
and information, while De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry told the Israeli leader con- 
gress would be asked to 
approve stepped-up develop- 
ment of a new laser to shoot 
down the rockets Hizbollah 
has fired on villages in north- 
ern Israel. 

Mr. Barak is likely to get at 
least a promise that U.S. 
Navy Phalanx missiles can be 
tested by Israel on land as an 
interim weapon until the las- 
er is developed. Even more 
significant will be the work 
Mr. Barak will do with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Mr. Perry 
on a U.S. -Israeli defence 
accord. 

In another development, 
Mr. Christopher expressed 
increased scepticism that 


President Hafez A1 Assad of 
Syria will make peace with 
Israel, the Los Angles Times 
reported Friday. 

In an interview with the 
newspaper, Mr. Christopher 
said, even though Mr. Assad 
helped negotiate last week's 
Mideast cease-fire, “1 am 
more concerned than ever as 
to whether be will be able to 
execute his intention (for 
peace) because of his suspi- 
cion and fear. His hesitancy 
and his mistrust is so deep 
that it causes apprehension, 
worrying that somehow he’s 
been taken advantage of by 
the Israelis." 

As for. a U.S.-Israel de- 
fence treaty, it was proposed 
more than 20 years ago by the 
late Jj^WiUtam Fulbright, a 

{Continued on page 7) 


King underlines role of the press in 
strengthening tolerance and pluralism 



His Majesty King Hussein with British Prime Minister John Major at 10 Downing 
Street on Thursday '(Reuters photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, mark- 
ing World Press Freedom 
Day, has stressed the import- 
ance and the responsibility of 
the information media in- 
strengthening tolerance and 
pluralism in die whole world. 

“I am particularly pleased - ' 
to be able to join in cefebrat- •' 
tag the World Press Freedom 
day," the King said in a 
message to tbe United Na- 
tions Educational. Scientific 1 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). “This U an 
event that assumes special 
significance not only in view 
of the fact that it coincides 
with UNESCO’s 50th 
anniversary, which in itself is - 
a cause of celebration to us 
and to all those who have 
witnessed UNESCO’s con- 
tributions over the past fifty 
years, but also because we 
have always held the strong 
conviction that the ideals of 
pluralism are the normal ' 
state of affairs, and that ex- 
dusrvism, xenophobia, and 
dogmatism are the devia- 
tions. 

‘The ideal of tolerance, 
which tbe United Nations has 
honoured by declaring 1995 
■ the United Nations’ Year of 
Tolerance, is best preserved 
by continued vigilance over 
free and pluralistic media. 
Hie role of the free and 
responsible media in shaping 
public opinion cannot be 
overestimated. Tolerance 
and pluralism play a central 
part in how we think our 
region should be shaped. But 
in advocating this, we are not 
importing foreign ideas, or 
outlandish concepts. We base 
our views-ea-tm r spiritual and 
moral traditions in which the 
equality and dignity of man- 
kind is universally and irre- 
vocably proclaimed. Once 
more, it gives me a great 
pleasure to express my felli- 
citations and to wish you all 
success.” (see related story on 

page 12) 

Chirac invites King 

French President Jacques 
Chirac has extended an in- 
vitation to King Hussein to 
visit Paris for talks over a 
working dinner on Monday, 
according to a report in Al 
Dustour Arabic daily. 

King Hussein, who is cur- 
rently in London, held talks 
on Thursday with British 
Prime Minister John Major 


on bilateral relations and 
means of further developing 
them. 

Mr. Major stressed his 
country’s support and that of 
Europe for the Jordanian 
economy. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed the Middle East peace 
process and exchanged views 
on regional issues of common 
interest. f 

The British premier voices 
his country’s support for 
comprehensive peace in the 
region and lauded Jordan's 
central role in seeking peace. 

Mr. Major expressed hope 
that the Syrian and the 
Lebanese tracks would wit- 
ness progress in the near fu- 
ture. 

Hie audience was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and Jordan's 
ambassador in London, while 
on the British side it was 
attended by Deputy Foreign 
Minister John Shephard and 
director of the prime minis- 
ter's office. 


King thanks Regent 

Tbe King has sent a cable 
to His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, tbe Regent, 
thanking him for a message 
of good wishes marking the 
43rd anniversary of the 
Monarch’s assumption of his 
constitutional powers and 
pledging his continued en- 
deavours to build the nation. 

“The obstacles and the dif- 
ficulties which stood in our 
path were overcome by the 
Jordanian people, and the 
Kingdom has achieved prog- 
ress and attained peace, sta- 
bility and security that will 
enable its people to pursue 
the course of construction 
and development,” said King 
Hussein. 

“On the same day when I 
stood before Parliament in 
Amman, taking the oath of 
protecting the Constitution 
and serving the nation, thus 
assuming my constitutional 
powers my cousin and child- 
hood companion, the late 


King Faisal, was sworn in, 
assuming tbe same powers in 
his country, but the forces of 
evil have prevented him from 
leadership and from serving 
his country,” said the King" 

“The years of my en- 
deavours tp serve the nation 
and its interests are still fresh 
in my memory, and I will 
continue to cherish the true 
feelings of affection to my 
people. I am determined to 
carry on the task of leading 
the nation towards more con- 
struction for the future gen- 
erations, seeking only God’s 
blessing and satisfaction,” 
the King said. 

The Regent had sent the 
King a cable expressing his 
good wishes and those of the 
government and people of 
Jordan on the anniversary. 

“On this occasion we all 
remember your sacrifices and 
your leadership and wisdom 
in the face of the difficulties 
and your dedicated efforts to 
serve the nation,” the Regent 
said. 


Eritrea and Yemen 
disagree over terms 
of court arbitration 


PARIS (AFP) — Yemen and 
Eritria Friday disagreed over 
the terms of the arbitration of 
their dispute on the Hanish 
islands, with Sanaa insisting 
any ruling would be limited 
to the island of Hanish AI 
Kabir. 

“The Republic of Yemen 
welcomes the accord on the 
principles of the arbitration, 
aimed at solving peacefully 
the conflict on the Yemeni 
island of Greater Hanish 
(Hanish Al Kabir), which 
was announced Wednesday 
after initiatives by France," 
said an official statement 
published by the agency 
SABA. 

But Eritrean Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Saleh Kikia told 
Ratio France International 
Friday that “the first task of 
this (special) court is to de- 
fine the area of conflict be- 
tween the two countries after 
hearing both sides’ point of 
view.” 

He added that this issue 
had delayed an agreement on 
the arbitration accord “as the 
first version defined the zone 
of the conflict as being a 
region between the 13th and 
16th parallels, which would 
have included areas which 
are not part of the conflict. " 

Mr. Kikia insisted the final 
version of the accord put 
forward by French mediator 
Francis Gutman “leaves it -to 
the court to define the area of 


conflict in the first instance, 
and then secondly to make a 
ruling on the issue.” 

Since Eritrean forces cap- 
tured tbe main island of Han- 
ish Al Kabir from Yemen on 
Dec. 18 during three days of 
fighting which left nine sol- 
diers dead Asmara has in- 
sisted that discussions should 
centre on the future of the 
whole archipelago — nine 
islands. 

But Sanaa has always said 
discussions about the islands 
should be limited to Hanish 
Al Kabir. 

The two countries agreed 
to settle the dispute in an 
arbitration court rather than 
at tbe International Court of 
Justice in the Hague to 
“speed matters up." 

The statement from the 
French foreign ministry 
announcing the accord did 
not specify the exact area of 
the conflict. 

Yemeni Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ghali All Garni! said 
Friday that “the court would 
consist of three judges — 
each of the two countries 
would pick one, and the third 
would be chosen by common 
agreement.” 

Mr. Gamil said it was up to 
mediator Gutman to decide 
where the court would sit, 
adding that Mr. Gutman had 
already suggested Paris and 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. denies spy-in-sky 
mission over France 


PARIS (R) — The United 
States denied a French press 
report on Friday that one of 
its U-2 spy planes had been 
spying on secret installations 
m France, saying the aircraft 
in question was returning 
from a mission over Bosnia. 

The daily Liberation said 
the flight, in March, was sent 
from an air base in England 
to pierce the secrets of bud- 
ding Anglo-French nuclear 
cooperation. 

“It is not the intent of the 
U.S- government to conduct 
operations beyond current 
agreements we have with the 
govemmem of France,” the- 
U.S. European Go mm and 
Headquarters said in a state- 
ment distributed by the 
American embassy in Paris. 

“Our aircraft do not use 
their surveillance equipment, 
not even for testing, over 
French territory,” it said. 

The French military also 

quashed the story published 


by the left-leaning daily but 
hinted that Paris suspected 
spy missions had taken place 
less than three years ago. 

Both sides appeared eager 
to avoid a repeat of a major 
•row last year when Paris pub- 
licly denounced a U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) operation aimed at 
gathering secret information 
on French international trade 
negotiating strategy. 

Liberation said a U-2 air- 
craft based in England car- 
ried out a high-altitude photo 
reconnaissance mission in 
March linked with the possi- 
ble loading aboard British 
Royal Air Force aircraft of 
French nuclear warheads 
which the United States de- 
clined to supply to Britain. 

The U.S. military state- 
ment said the flight men- 
tioned by the daily took off 
and was returning to Istres air 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Peace is strategic 
objective, Arafat 
tells U.S. audience 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Visiting Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat says that 
achieving peace in tbc Middle 
East "is not impossible.” 
Rather, he continued, it is 
“the objective of our two 
people” in Israel and Pales- 
tine and those in the entire 


He added, however, there 
arc two conditions for achiev- 
ing peace in the Middle East 
— an international consensus 
to put an end to “continuous 
war” in the region and the 
“sincere and precise'' imple- 
mentation of the resolutions 
of 'international legitimacy'' 
and the Palestinian-Israeti 


agreements signed at Oslo, 
Washington and Cairo. ' 


Washington and Cairo. * 

The Palestinian leader 
made his remarks in Arabic 
to a select audience of pri- 
marily American Jewish and 
Palestinian American 
businessmen attending a 
“Consultation on the New 
Middle East,** The dosed- 
door conference was 
arranged by the Centre for 
Middle East Peace and Eco- 
nomic Cooperation which 
had key congressmen, senior 
government officials and 
Arab and Israeli diplomat* 
and officials speaking to the 
group. 

Mr. Arafat was told by the 
centre's president, former 
Congressman Wayne Owens, 
that be was being received in 
Washington tins week unlike 
previous visits “in bis own 
right as a president of a 
democratic government.” 

Mr. Ararat was at the 
White House on two previous 
occasions, the first to sign the 
declaration of principles with 
the late Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin in Septem-. 
.bcr 1993 and again last 
September when he and 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres timed the interim 
agreement. 'Hie latter agree- 
ment was witnessed by Presi- 
dent Mubarak of Egypt and 
King Hussein. 

The Palestinian leader was 
also described as one who 
“keeps his word” in having, 
the Palestinian National 
Council (PNC) drop all the 
anti-Israeli articles from the 
Palestinian charter last week 
at its meeting in Gaza — a 
step which Mr. Arafat was 
assured “Jews worldwide 
appreciated.” 

“We salute, with admira- 
tion, the strong leadership 
which... Arafat and his 
associates displayed... in 
effecting the repeal of the 
provisions, of the Palestinian 
charter which have delayed 
further progress in their 
negotiations with Israel,” the 
chairman of the centre, S. 
Daniel Abraham, and Mr. 
Owens said in a joint state- 
ment published in the prog- 
ramme of tile three-day con- 
ference. 

Mr. Arafat arrived here 


through tiie implementation 
of U-N. resolutions 242 and 
338. “The Palestinian people 
are strongly committed to the 
peace of (he braves,” which 
Mr. Arafat, said “cannot be 
achieved wtthom the sincere 
and precise imp l emen t a tion” 
of international resolutions 
and the Palestiniin-Isracti in- 
terim agreements. 

He reminded them that the 
Palestinian National Council 
agreed to delete the anti- 
Israel clauses in the Palesti- 
nian charter in spite of the 
“very tfifficolt circumstances 
created by the (Israel) do- 
sure and collective punish- 
ment” following the three 
suicide bomb attacks winch, 
left more than 60 people dead 
in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and 
Asbkekm. 

This “historic resolution” 
and the recent national elec- 
tions, be continued, demons- 
trated the strong commit- 
ment of the Palestinian peo- 
ple to continue with the 
peace process, to implement 
all our obligations entered 
under our agre em e n ts with 
the government of Israel.” 

He also said the PNC vote 
was for “a n e g otia t ed settle- 
ment on the beds of two 
states, a Palestinian state 
next to an Israefi state.” He 
added. “We respect our com- 
mitment, our obligation and 
we wQl honour our signature. 
For us, thejieace process is 
irreversible. 

Describing the recent 
Israeli shelling in South 
Lebanon as “tragic and pain- 
ful,” he pointed out that 
peace in the Middle East 
cannot be reached through 
Israeli policies of “closure, 
siege, starvation, collective 
pu n i sh ment." He added that 
there are about 120,000 
Palestinian workers without 
jobs and the Palestinian eco- 
nomy is losing about $6 mil- 
lion a day as a result of die 
ban on entering IsraeL 


April 30 for a meeting with 
President Clinton the follow- 


ing morning. His only other 
activity on his first afternoon 
in Washington was a brief 
meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minster Shimon Peres, who 
was departing later that night 
to Paris enroute home. 


Elaborating on the two 
tndiiions. the Palestinian 


conditions, the Palestinian 
leader advised that “this in- 
ternational consensus must 
materialise through (the in- 
ternational community's) ac- 
tive participation in 
(Mideast) peacemaking.” 

A “just and comprehensive 
peace” in the regtou can be 
achieved, be told the group. 


JORDAN HLEV1SKW 

7W. roru-fv 


MiU — ... — 
19.22 IlHHlHIlin 


Maghreb 

... ids 


PROGRAMME TWO 

IMS Lucky Luke (Cartoon) 

I1JO The Crystal Maze 

I2tlf Three ICbmpaiiy 

Movie: "High Plains Drifter** 

I4ilS Chpaaf the Uucxpoaed 

14:40 Grow in g Pmm 

IMS South by SombEmc 

i 506 Movie. "Drop Dead Prod** 

IT* — Only 

HilS Spectacle — Rock Lcgcadi 
f7i» 

Seric — Let Pfcti Mb Q#c Sot 

tStM Seek— Chateau Vital 

IrtPV wcwittJMcncn 

19:15 Magarift* — FwiFu Rc*er 

»«• NewHoadtac* 

1*35 TequSa A Boaettl 

3feM 

Mini Soria— "C»fcauso"(Phrt 

l ai 3) 

22* . NcwiBt Eaghlh 

JUS 

The FrCah Prince of Bd- Air (Com- 
edy) 

22* 

Moivc: “1 Don't Buy Wares Any. 

more 

Guitar Legends 


St. Mary af 
9 mMM, T cL 

632785. 

SL Jmmk Ck 


mow® 

Get dan h, Tel. 


637440l 

Da hi Sato Ch 

TmmmcMCI 
Church af the 

623541, 


Td. Q43 90. 


TcL 661757 
Tct 6Z2 366 


TcL 652826. 


TcL 771751. 
Church TcL 


845457 

SattoTbL 63*932 
mnmt TeLSTSm. 


TcL 81 1299 


TcL 614190 


PRAYER THUS 




.(Suantc) IMm 

Dtaufar 


JMfcria atpp Hed by dbc Apart- 
It wfli he hot <tt ctowon at 



FRENCH AID TO LEBANON: A French soldier guards a warship unloading electrical transfomers at Beirut’s 
port on Friday. France delivered four transfomers as gifts to Lebanon to help repair two. power stations lut by 
Israeli air raids on tabanon last month (Reuters photo) 


U.S. will not interfere in final Le Pen 


status negotiations - Clinton may visit 


After malting an emotional 
appeal for econo mi c assist- 
ance, he continued: “Our 
people aspire to achieve 
peace wormy of their trust, 
peace that can guarantee 
security and stability for all in 
the region, peace that can 
deliver prosperity and prog- 
ress for the Palestinian peo- 
ple and die other people in 
the region. The Palestinian 
people have s u ffered enough 
for their freedom...” 

Mr. Arafat pointed out 
that the upcomi ng permanent 
status talks, due to begin next 
week in Taba, Egypt, aim at 
reaching in die Palestinian 
view “an acceptable and 
sati s factory” solution for die 
remaining major issues of 
“Jerusalem, settlements, re- 
fugees, borders, water, exter- 
nal security, external rela- 
tions and other important 
and sensitive issues.” 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
With Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations on final status 
issues in die offing, President 
Bill Clinton declared anew on 
Wednesday that the United 
States would serve no useful 
purpose “by getting in the 
middle of decisions which 
have to be resolved by the 
parties themselves.” 

Taming what a White 
House spokesman termed 
“the e xtra ord in ary into the 
routine,” Mr. Clinton met in 
the Ovid Office with Yasser 
Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity, to discuss die Middle 
East peace process as a 
whole, security for all people 
in the region, and die chal- 
lenge of economic develop- 
ment in Palestinian lands. 

Mr. Clinton told reporters 
he was meeting Mr. Arafat 
because “it is time for ns to 
d i scu ss the continuation of 
die peace proc ess , what we 
can do to help improve die 
welfare of the Palestinian 
people, and what we can do 
together to improve the 
security of all the people in 
the region." 

Mr. Clinton and his 
spokesmen made a point of 
laxxfing Mr. Arafat for the 
change in the Palestinian 
coven an t, which eli mi nates 
references to the destruction 
of Israel. That vote. Mr. 
Qinton commented, came 
under “difficult circumst- 
ances” because of Israeli 
attacks on southern Leba- 


Asked if die United States 
would “endorse” creation of 
a Palestinian state as enthu- 
siastically as Washington bad 
worked for creation of Israel 
in 1948, the president said die 
Israelis and Palestinians 
should resolve such issues in 
their talks, which are set to 
resume after being suspended 
in March. 

“We are going to do every- 
thing we can do,” Mr. din- 
ton insisted when pressed on 
the issue, “not to get in the 
way of throe parties making a 
permanent peace that suits 
them. That’s what we want to 
do.” 


peace process, especially the 
forthcoming talks on final 
status issues.” He told Mr. 
Arafat, Mr. Johnson said, 
that rtv. final 5 tatm APB, 
combined with Israel's re- 
sumed co mmi tment to with- 
draw from Hebron, “was evi- 
dence of the good fruth of tbe 
parties.” 

On security matters, Mr. 
OintoQ and Mr. Arafat “re- 
viewed steps” to combat ter- 
rorism, with die president ex- 
pressing appreciation for me- 
asures Mr. Arafat has already 
taken, but advising him “this 
effort was one that was going 
to require sustained vigi- 


Iraq 


David Johnson, deputy 
White House press secretary 
and spokesman for the 
National Security Council 
staff, told r ep orters die “real 
significance” of the Arafat 
meeting “is die fact that it 
took place, that the extraor- 
dinary has become the 
routine in our work on the 
Middle East peace process.” 


The* 45-minute meeting, 
which Mr. Johnson descri b ed 
as “warm,” was Mir. Arafat’s 
first bilateral session in the 
Oval Office, although the 
chai r man has been present 
for multilateral sessions con- 
nected with signing cere- 
monies. Mr. Arafat is in 
Washington on a private visit 
associated with a conference 
sponsored by tbc Centre for 
Middle East Peace and Re- 
conciliation. 

“The president,'* he said, 
“reviewed progress in die 


In the review ofecono mi c | 
development, Mr. CfiAon re- 
called that die United States 
has delivered $156 milli on of 
die five-year pledge of $500 
million. Mr. Johnson said the 
president assured Arafat that 
Washington will “stand by 
the rem a i nder of our c o mmit- 
ment and will work with •, 
others” in the international : 
co mmunity to faffiU.dieinw • 


Mr Johnson toM a ques- 
tioner the two leaden had a 
brief t&cussion of work done 
by Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in recent weeks 
on a joint co mm i t tee to over- 
see relations. Mr. Johnson 
said there has been “a deci- 
sion to work together toward 
a more established mechan- 
ism for us to do business.” 
Tbc idea was to be discussed 
further in Arafat’s later meet- 
ing with Christopher. 


Turkey-lsrael deal misunderstood - Musa 


He again assured his audi- 
ence thru “we are d eterm ined 
to find solutions through poli- 
tical Desperations.” 

The Palestinian leader 
reiterated at this point that 
“East Jerusalem is an integral 
part of the Palestinian terri- 
tory occu p ied as a result of 
the June 1967 war,” and 
thereby U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338 which cafi for the 
exchange of land for peace 
are applicable. 

“Jerusalem must be a city 
of peace and harmony," he 
stressed. “Holy Jerusalem 
must be an open city without 
walls or obstacles between 
the followers” of Islam, 
Cbristisnfey and Judaism. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa, 
returning from Ankara on 
Friday, said Arab fears of a 
Turkish-Israeli military pact 
were based on “exaggera- 
tions” of the agreement. 

“There was much misrep- 
resentation and exaggeration 
about the formula in which 
tins agreement was put for- 
ward,” Mr. Musa told jour- 
nalists upon arrival at Cairo 
airport. 


Mr. Musa said he would 
present President Hosni 
Mubarak with a “detailed re- 
port” on fas discussions with 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demxrel and Foreign Minis- 
ter Emre Gonensay about the 
accord. 

The military cooperation 


accord signed on Feb. 23, 
which allows training flights 
by Israeli pilots in Turkish 
airspace, has caused an up- 
roar in the Middle East. 

But Mr. Musa said at a 
press conference in Ankara 
Thursday be was “absolutely 
satisfied by bearing that It is 
not a strategic pact and is 
only a classical training 
agreement, nothing beyond 
that.” 

He said Egypt would not 
oppose the Turkish-Israeli 
deal as long as it did not pave 
the way for a strategic milit- 
ary pact. 

Egypt and other Arab 
states, including Iran, Syria 
and Libya, condemned the 
accord saying it was aimed 
against Turkey's Arab neigh- 
bours. 


Mr. Musa said earlier in 
Ankara that Turkey and 
Egypt had also discussed 
reactivating a dormant nrilii- 


anr cooperation agreement 
which could include coopera- 
tion in the defence industry. 


“I have discussed with Tur- 
kish defence minister (Oltan 
Sungurlu) the reactivation of 
the (military cooperation) 
agreement,” he said without 
giving details. 

Turkey and Egypt signed a 
framework accord cm military 
cooperation in 1992, envisag- 
ing cooperation in several 
fields, including training and 
defence industry. 


However, apart from an 
aircraft deal involving the 
United States, tittle was done 
to put it hito effect. 
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PARIS (R) — France’s Jean- 
Marie It Pen. leader of the 
ultra-right National Front, 
(dans to meet President Sad- 
dam Hussein on a visit to Iraq 
later this month, tire news- 
paper Le Monde said on Fri- 
day. 

The paper quoted Jean- 
Mkbel Dubois, a Paris re- 
gional councillor for the front 
and an official of the SOS- 
Iraqi Children Association, 
as saying that Mr. Le Pen 
would visit Iraq from May 
12-22. 

Mr. Dubois said Mr. Le 
Pen would accompany his 
wife J&ny, who heads die 
association and who is due to 
hand over to Iraqi authorities 

[ two ambulances and medi- 

I cine paid for by tbe group. 
The couple may meet Presi- 
dent Saddam on that occa- 

! ^swrix- ••lari s; .-..ruiiil, r-i 

- .There; wa^tro/immeffiate 
-trowfirmaFtfow-'-faevn. the 
national front. 

Mr. Le Pen’s last meeting 
with President Saddam was 
on a trip to Baghdad in 
November 1990, during the 
Gulf war. Mr. Le Pen backed 
President Saddam in the con- 
flict and has since lobbied for 
the United Nationas to lift its 
embargo on Iraq. 

Mr. Pe Pen, who advocates 
an international union of 
“patriots," has recently 
boosted bis foreign contacts 
and in February attended a 
lavish silver wedding celebra- 
tion for his Russian counter- 
part Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
leader of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (ID PR). . 

“Even though it is not in 
the National Front's nature 
to intervene in the political 
fife of other countries, it in- 
tends to build doser finks 
with and to favour the growth 
of movements whose main 
objective is the defence of 
their nation,” said Domini- 
que Chabocbe, in charge of 
international relations. 

Mr. Le Pen, who won 15 
per cent of tbe vote in bis 
third run for the French pres- 
ident last June, spent more 
than three decades on tbe 
outer fringes of French poli- 
tics before an anti- 
immigration crusade made 
him a major player on the 
national stage in the early 
1980s. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanese government grant* graded pay rise 

_ •_ ■ hae announce 


Sf «*S?SSs£ 

cabinet meeting on Thursday, toua^u ™* - 

ssarossggSgs,. 

poinds.’oCTL officials 

were not immediately available for comment. 


were not immeoiaieiy «**uau.* 

Iran denies building shelters along Gulf 

I. -:.J TT C nnATR that fl 


Tehran (afp) — Iran has denied U.S. reports that it 
^tafflStgM^rground shelters for 
^cmgSte&ilf, the official news agency IRNAreporifcd 

Friday. Foreign Ministry spokesman Mahmoud 

Mahmoudi, quoted bylRNA, 

were designed to “divert attention from ite^e -m 
sophistira^arms” to Israel. Tehran s aunis to cfem- the 
region of arms of mass destruction, he said. The 
charged that Washington was mounting an anti-Iraman 
cam& becanTof its “policy failure” dunng Jsnrel* 
onslaught against Iranian-bsuAed guerrillas ml 
U.S. DefenoeSecretary WflKam Peny said Wotolay 
that Washington was closely watching Iran s tnnnehngot 
underground shelters for military eqmpment in coasau 
areas along the Gulf. “Tbe concern we haw b tortfour m 
various ways is trying to intimidate and threaten its 
Mr. Perry sakL He said the 
Sere were “obviously for empfacmg^toiy^P: 
ment” but refused to be more specific about the types or 
weapons systems they could be used for. 


Limacol porters start two-day strike 


NICOSIA (R) — licenced porters in the coastal town of 
LimasoL Cyprus’s largest port, began a two-day stnkeoo 
Friday to push for increases in their rates. Cyprus port 
Authority (CPA) officials told Reuters cargos Were not 
being taken to storage from vessels because of the strore, 
but ot h er w ise the port was operating normally. The 
licenced porters association is seeking a 30 per cent 
increase fit their tariffs, which is subject to approval from 
the port authority. “The Cyprus Ports Authority said an 
-increase of 15 per cent was justified and out of that sum 
porters pay back to the authority five per cent for use of 
"port farifities.” said a CPA official, adding that p orters 
turned down the proposal. The port of La m a c a further east 
on tire south ern coast of tbe island has not been affected by 
the strike, the official said. 


Police academy firebombed in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Unidentified attackers hurled a 
firebomb at Uskudar police academy here early Friday, 
causing material damage but no casualties, police said. 
They said an illegal leftist organisation was tho ug h t to be 
responsible fin the bombing. The attack came ra die wake of 
bloody figh ting between police and extreme left-wing 
demonstrators here during May Day celebrations in which 
three people were killed and scores of others injured. 


Korea’* Lee to visit Turkey next week 


..^JPCARA XAIK) — South Korean Prime Minister Lee 
vSoo.Sung wflivisftjurkey next week at the invitation of his 
Turkish counterpart Mesnt Yflmaz in a move- aimed at 
^boosting bilateral. -ties;' foe Foreign Ministry said Friday. 
iMr. Lee will also meet with President Suleyman Demirel 
and other senior officials during his stay in Turkey between 
May 9 and 12. “During this visit that will contribute to the 
traditional friendship between Turkey and South Korea, 
the two countries will seek to further develop economic and 
trade relations,” tbe Turkish foreign ministry said in a 
statement Ties between Ankara and Seoul date back to 
early 1950s when Turkish armed forces backed the South in 
the three-year Korean war. 


Socialists prefer Israel's Peres — delegate 


TUNIS (R) — Members of the Internationalist Socialist 
Organisation's Middle East committee want to see Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres win Israel’s May 29 elections, 
the Senegalese delegate said on Friday in Tunis. “The 
Israeli Labour Party is better placed than any rightist party 
to continue the peace process. It is normal for us sodafists 
to play the Peres horse... To encourage him to continue tbe 
peace process, him.” Interior Minister Jacques Baucfin, 
who represents his country’s ruling Socialist Party, told 
journalists. 


Turkish army said cutting off Kurdish villages 


ANKARA (AP) — - An offensive by Turkish troops against 
Kurdish guerrillas in arid mountains in the southeast has 
left some Kurdish villages without food deliveries for a 
month, a human rights group contended Friday. “The army 
has been blocking villages for a mouth,” said Nazmi Gur, 
deputy secretary of Ankara-based Human Rights Associa- 
tion. Military officials denied the allegation. “This is an 
invention by Kurdish rebels," said Kemal Ay, a spokesman 
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The pro-Kurdish daily 
Drawkraa reported Friday that 15 villages in a trianjde 
bertveen the towns of Lice and Kulp in Diyarbakir province 
andGoic mBmgol province were cut off from the outside 
world. Less than 1,000 people total live in the villages, the 
hu^ ngh^advocates say. Monitoring foe preciseeffects 
of the blockade has been practically impossible, they sav 
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Regent urges labour force to 
avail itself of training 

Government says unemployment at 15% 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti deputised for His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
at a gathering of workers at 
foe Sahab Industrial City 
marking Labour Day. In 
foe Crown Prince's speech, 
delivered by Mr. Kabariti 
on Wednesday, the Regent 
urged the workers to seri- 
ously consider training pro- 
grammes and using modern 
technology to help develop 
foe country’s industry. 

He said Jordan's industri- 
al institutions can only be 
developed through dedica- 
tion, additional sacrifices 
and the proper employment 
of modem technology and 
the utilisation of raw mate- 
rials. 

The Crown Prince said 
Jordan embarked on zeal 
development in the early 
1960s when it opened the 
University of Jordan and 
later established the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST) which, 
he said, serves as the coun- 
try's primary tools in its 
development programmes. 

“It is through the work- 
ers’ efforts over the years 
that Jordan has achieved 
great .strides in develop- 
ment and progress in vari- 
ous indu st rial and other 
fields," added the Regent 


Jordan, he said, has been 
true to foe goals of foe 
Great Arab Revolt, striving 
to achieve pan-Arab goals, 
and it never changed its 
policies “unlike other Arab 
sister states which shifted 
their affiliations or moved 
from one camp to foe 
other and from one policy 
to another in foe course of 
the past years and foe 
developments in the Middle 
East region.*' 

“Ever since its founda- 
tion, this Kingdom has 
been true to its pan-Arab 
mission and never lost faith 
in its Arab nation," add^d 
the Regent 

He said, “Jordan remains 
part of the Middle East and 
it will cling to its Arab 
identity because we contin- 
ue to uphold Arabism, god 
remain committed to Islam 
as our religion.” 

Addressing die meeting 
also. Minis ter of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
said foe government has 
finalised a new draft law on 
social security which, he 
said, will be submitted to 
the legislation bureau in foe 
coming two weeks. He said 
the draft law provides for 
further gains for Jordanian 
workers. 

Referring to the rate of 
unemployment among the 
930,000 national work- 


force, the minister said it is 
estimated at 15 per cent not- 
ing that the country is try- 
ing hard to replace foe 
300,000 guest workers with 
Jordanian job-seekers by 
providing them with voca- 
tional training in different 
trades. 

According to die minister, 
Jordan's expatriate workers 
are currently estimated at 
300,000 whose money 
transfers to their ho meland, 
he added, are helping to 
replenish foe state treasury 
of foreign currency 
reserves and helping to 
adjust Jordan’s balance of 
payments and contributing 
to the Kingdom's overall 
development . 

Abdul Halim Kbaddam, 
chairman of the Central 
Council of the Federation 
of Jordanian Labour 
Unions addressed foe meet- 
ing, demanding that the 
government amend the pre- 
sent Social Security Law, 
better control the local 
labour market and help find 
jobs for Jordanians. 

He also demanded that 
children of workers be 
assigned a quota of seats in 
state univembes. 

Several cabinet members 
and parliament deputies 
were among those attend- 
ing the celebration. 


15 people die in various 
incidents over holiday 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fifteen people 
died and dozens were 
injured in separate inci- 
. dents in the Kingdom dur- 
ing foe holiday weekend, 

1 j rcggphng to Civil Defence 
1 D^armieirt‘'(ODD) _ and. 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) reports. 

In Aqaba, a 25-year-old 
man drowned while swim- 
ming at the Aqaba Hotel, 
reports said. Jamal Moham- 
mad Kbeir, was pulled from 
the sea but suffered a 
comma and died on foe way 
to Princess Haya Hospital. 
In Balqa, a 17-year-old man 
also drowned while swim- 
ming in a pool in a public 
park. Mohammad Auyeh 
was first listed in critical 
condition, but died shortly 
‘ after arriving at Balqa Gov- 
ernment Hospital- 
In another drowning inci- 
dent in Irbid, a 19-year-old 
man died while swimming 
in foe Yannouk River in 
Karkoush area, CDD 
reports said. 

According to the report, 
bystanders tried to rescue 
the youth, Sultan Moham- 
mad Khalaf, but be was 
already dead when his body 
was retrieved from foe 
river. 

Three pedestrians, includ- 
- mg two children were 
killed in road accidents. 


official reports said. 

In Tafileh, a five-year-old 
Child ir^ntifiwl as Udai 
Salem was killed when he 
was run-over by a vehicle 
driven by Abdul Hadi 
Ibrahim in Ein Beidah area. 
In Ram tha, Khaled 
Mohammad, a 10-year-old 
was playing in the street 
when he was struck by a 
vehicle driven by Mah- 
moud Ahmad, 35. 

A 16-year-old woman iden- 
tified by police as S.S. was 
killed while crossing the 
street. She was hit by a 
vehicle driven by Khalid 
Ahmad, 25. 

Police are investigating two 
suicide incidents that 
occurred in Amman during . 
foe holiday. 

In Sweileh, police said they 
were investigating the 
death of a man they identi- 
fied only as SJH.S., who 
was found in his room with 
a gunshot wound to foe 
stomach, PSD reports info- 
cued. 

Police said they also 
retrieved a hunting rifle 
from the room, adding that 
it was used in foe incident 
Neighbours informed the 
authorities that the victim 
was always complaining 
about life and often 
expressed suicidal tenden- 
cies. 

In Amir Hassan neighbour- 
hood, a 26-year-oLd shot 
himself in his house and 


left a note saying he decid- 
ed to commit suicide. 

Police said they are investi- 
gating both incidents. 

The PSD reported one 
homicide as occurring dur- 
ing the holiday. 

In Quarah a man identified 
as HMM. turned himself 
intO'Shobak Police Station 
claiming that be killed A. S. 
S. over a land feud. 

Police said the inai^ r was 
seeded in a tribal fashion, 
and foal^bey were investi- 
gating the incident 
Road accidents resulted in 
four deaths and injury to 17 
people during the past five 
days, CDD and PSD 
reports indicated. 

The reports identified the 
deceased victims as Abdula 
Kader Thibian, 28, who 
was killed in Naour, Ahmad 
Khalil, 18, killed in 
Neimeh, Theeb Nasser, 36, 
killed mi Aqaba Highway, 
and Sabri Hassan Moham- 
mad, 70, killed in Irbid. 
Meanwhile, a one-and-a- 
half-year-old child from 
Mag A1 Hamam and a 33- 
year-old man in Irbid died 
in falls from die balconies 
of their homes, the reports 
said. 

In March last year, during 
Eid A1 Fitr holiday, 23 peo- 
ple were killed, most in 
road accidents, and 145 
people were injured in vari- 
ous accidents in the King- 
dom. 




U.S. denies French report 

. . (Continued from pace 1) 


base in southern France after 
a mission over Bosnia and 
was dieting “under the posi- 
tive control of French air 
traffic controllers.” 

The high-altitude - - U* 2 set. 
turned from Bosnia early be- 
cause of bad weather, it said. 
Aircraft often circle to use up 
fuel that can make them too 
heavy to land safely. 

“The U.S. has an excellent 
relationship with both the 


government and the military 
of France," the U.S. military 
said. 

French military sources 
told Reuters that Paris <fid 
.not supply nuclear weapons 
components to Britain de- 
spite increased recent coop- 
eration between western 
Europe's only nuclear powers 
in nuclear weaponry and de- 
terrence. 

Liberation, quoting unde- 


Eritrea, Yemen disagree 

(Continued front page I) 


that “Yemen would certainly 
accept that.” 

He said Yemen had not 
ruled out France taking up 
the position of the third judge 
“if both parties agree, be- 
cause France — through its 
sense of justice and the initia- 
tives it has already under- 
taken — is qualified to do 
so.” 

Mr. Gamil said no deadline 
had been fixed for the court's 
work, but he said a time 
frame “of six months would 
. be reasonable.” 

Mr. Kikia said the arbitra- 
tion agreement would be 
' signed in Paris within the 


next two weeks in the pre- 
sence of the United Nations 
secretary general and foe 
foreign ministers of France, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea and 
Yemen. 

The status of foe chain of 
nine islands, which used to be 
part of the Ottoman empire, 
has never been settled by 
international convention. 

They guard the Bab A1 
Man dab straits at foe south- 
ern entrance to the Red Sea. 
The idanck are also close to 
Djibouti where France has a 
large military base designed 
to protect Red Sea shipping 
routes. 


ntified French military 
sources, said the U-2 flight, 
at an altitude above 20,000 
metres — beyond the reach 
of manned interceptors — 
was monitored by French 
radar controllers who chal- 
lenged die pilot to explain 
why be was flying circles over 
central France. 

The plane's flight path 
took it over a secret centre 
where French nuclear war- 
heads are assembled and 
stocked and over Dijon air- 
base where RAF planes were 
loading, Liberation said. 

French military officials 
said Paris had made 
“fraternal remarks” to U.S. 
authorities when U.S. planes 
beading for Bosnia from Bri- 
tain from April 1993 onwards 
sometimes went into circular 
flying pattens over France. 

“Ibis situation was re- 
medied and there were no 
farther problems,” a source 
told Reuters. 

One top French official 
told Renters he doubted the 
U.S. would risk a new row 
with Paris over American 
spying on France even as 
French authorities tightened 
links with foe North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation. 

He added that the U.S. 
had, in any case, all foe in- 
formation it needed through 
spy satellites. 


Troika visit to show support for peace process 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A European 
troika will pay a two-day 
visit to Amman on May 5 
ami 6 to express the Euro- 
pean Union’s (EU) “sup- 
peat (for) foe opening of the 
final phase of the peace 
negotiations after the 
bombings of the Lebanese 
territory and the Katyusha 
attacks against Israeli terri- 
tory” according to a press 
release issued Thursday by 
the Italian embassy in 
Amman. 

According to a spokesper- 
son at foe Italian embassy, 
the troika, hea ded by Italian 
Foreign Minister Susanna 
Agnelli, representing the 
current Italian presidency 
of foe EU, will include Irish 
Foreign Minister Gay 
Mitchell, representing the 
future Irish presidency, 
Spanish Secretary of State 
Emilio Fernandez Castano, 


representing the previous 
Spanish presidency, and 
Director General of the 
European Commission 
Juan Pratt. 

The visit is part of a Mid- 
dle East tour which starts 
today and will take the troi- 
ka .first to Cairo, then to 
Amman and finally to 
Beirut, “to reaffirm the 
EU’s commitment for the 
peace process,” according 
to the Italian embassy state- 
ment 

The Italian embassy 
spokesperson told foe Jor- 
dan Times that in A mman , 
foe European troika is 
scheduled to meet with 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

According to foe 
spokesperson, “the visit 
will have a strictly political 
character and is a proof of 
the constant dialogue 
between Jordan and the 
EU.” 


“Beside the revitalisation 
of foe peace process, on foe ' 
agenda of the high-level 
meetings scheduled here in 
Amman with the Jordanian 
government there will also 
be foe current negotiation 
for the (Jordan-EU) part- 
nership agreement," the 
statement said. 

In addition to institution- 
alised cooperation in the 
economic, political and 
security sectors, the part- 
. oership agreement is meant 
to establish free trade 
between foe EU and foe 
Kingdom. . 

‘The purpose, in this 
case.' is to foster foe dia- 
logue between Jordan and 
Europe in all fields — polit- 
ical, economic, financial 
and cultural — and to 
increase interaction . and 
integration,” foe statement 
said. 

Mrs. Agnelli visited 
Israel, Lebanon and Syria 
two weeks ago. and. 


according to news agency 
dispatches, this fresh visit 
to the Middle East shows 
the Italian presidency's 
“relentless support for foe 
promotion of the peace 
process on foe Lebanese, 
Syrian and Palestinian 
tracks.” 

Mrs. Agnelli’s coming 
visit follows last Saturday’s 
cease-fire agreed between 
Hizbollab and the Israeli 
government after 16 days 
of Israeli attacks against 
South Lebanon, and last 
week’s Palestinian National 
Council's decision to abro- 
gate articles from its charter 
calling for the elimination 
of the State of Israel. 

“On the Lebanese track, 
the troika's visit aims at 
consolidating foe cease-fire 
as a precondition to the 
bilateral negotiations 
between Syria, Lebanon 
and Israel, on foe basis of 
the relevant U.N. resolu- 
tions.” 


Immediate ly after Israel’s 
military escalation, which 
involved foe shelling of a 
U-N- shelter in which near- 
ly 100 people were killed 
on April 18. the EU issued 
several statements calling 
for the immediate imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolution 425 and 
urging an end to foe hostili- 
ties. 

“On foe Palestinian track, 
Europe is confident that 
Israel will positively 
respond to the recent deci- 
sion of foe PNC to abrogate 
chose articles in its charter 
which provide for foe 
destruction of the State of 
Israel,” the statement said, 
adding thar “in this connec- 
tion, the EU strongly sup- 
ports the end to foe closure 
j of foe Palestinian territories 
and the implementation of 
the (Israeli) withdrawal 
from Hebron ” 


Experts to delve into journalism 
in relation to governing laws 


Panel to discuss ‘relevance of 
non-violence to Middle East’ 

Exhibition, film to feature Gandhi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Institute for Inter-Faith Stndies 
and the Indian Cultural Asso- 
ciation in coordination with 
the Indian Embassy in Amman 
will present an exhibition of 
Gandhi’s original photographs 
from May 5 to 7, and a screen- 
ing of British film director Sir 
Richard Attenborough's 
Oscar-winning film “Gandhi” 
at die Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) today (May 4) and 
tomorrow (May 5) at 7:00 
p.m.. according to the insti- 
tute. 

Ihe .Statement said that the 
film showings and the exhibi- 
tion are open to the public. 

Also, on Sunday (May 5). a 
panel discussion entitled. The 
Relevance of Non-Violence to 
the Contemporary Middle 
East.” will be held from 9:00 
a.m. to 1*30 p.m. at the RCC 
the statement said. 

- According to Institute 
spokesperson Randa Sain, the 
speakers on the panel are for- 
mer Minis ter of Information 
Mahmoud Sharif. In dian Pro- 



Ben Kingsley as Gandhi 

fessor Ravinder Kumar, a spe- 
cialist on non-violence and 
director of the Nehru Memori- 
al Museum and Library. Indian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Gajanan Wakankar and South 
African Ambassador Henry 
De Bruyn. 

Ms. Sahi said the sessions 
wiQ be moderated by former 
Royal Cultural Centre Direc- 
tor Iyad Qattan and Shariq Ben 
Raza, scholar in peace 
research and non-violence. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
country’s laws on Press 
and Publication and die 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) will be among sev- 
eral topics to come under 
scrutiny during a two-day 
seminar opening today at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) Saturday under 
the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
RegenL 

Organised by the Jor- 
danian and Is lami c Cen- 
tres for Studies and Infor- 
mation in cooperation 
with the Amman Munici- 
pality. participants will 
discuss various aspects of 
the work of the media 
and of the official infor- 
mation services in Jor- 
dan, according to a state- 
ment issued by the organ- 
isers Friday. 

On the first day, the 
opening session will be 
chaired by Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh, chairman of 


the Lower House of Par- 
liament Judiciary Com- 
mittee; the second ses- 
sion will be chaired by 
Hisham Tell, Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs and will tackle a 
working paper by Nael 
Abdul Rahman of the 
University of Jordan on 
media legislation and 
another paper by Amin 
Adaileh of Muta Univer- 
sity on media censorship. 

The papers will also 
focus on the practice of 
journalism in relation and 
accordance to the Jordan- 
ian Constitution, the 
Press and Publication 
Law and the Jordan Press 
Association Law. 

According to the state- 
ment, the second day's 
meeting begins with, a 
session chaired by Speak- 
er ofthe Lower House of 
Parliament Sfcad Hayel 
Srour and will review a 
paper by Minister of 


Information Marwan 
Muasher on the concepts 
of media management 
and plans for abolishing 
the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. 

Mahmoud Kayed, 
chairman of the board of 
directors of the Jordan 
Press Foundation, will 
submit a paper tackling 
the difference between 
managing a newspaper 
and a government infor- 
mation institution. 

Senator Laila Sharaf 
will chair the second ses- 
sion on Sunday during 
which three working 
papers will be reviewed. 
They are: the journalism 
profession, developments 
in the media over the past 
years,- and the training of 
journalists and sources 
of information. 



Emile Habibi laid to rest 

(Continued from page 12) 


award in 1992. 

Bat his acceptance of the 
prize from hard-line . Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir angered colleagues 
throughout the Arab World, 
and be donated the; 8,000 
prize money to a charity 
working with Palestinian chil- 
dren injured by Israeli troops 
daring the intifada. 

Mr. Darwish, who later 
resigned f rom the Palestinian 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Committee 
in protest at the signing ofthe 
autonomy accords with 
Israel, was among Habibi ’s 
fiercest critics at the time. 

The book, which portrays 
tbe trauma experienced by 


Palestinians who witnessed 
the flight and expulsion of 
most of tbeir people with the 
creation of Israel in 1948, was 
translated into 12 languages. 

Several of the mourners 
said that Habibi had wanted 
inscribed on his gravestone 
“he remained in Haifa.” 

Wadaieh Ilamy, a mourner 
from Nazareth, told AFP: 
Tn 1948 Habibi went around 
telling people to stay and not 
to leave and that he and the 
communist party wanted the 
Arabs to accept the partition. 

“At first people said be 
was a traitor but now the 
whole world ‘agrees with this 
position." 


Iraqi group plans newspaper 

(Continued from page 12) 


distribute it in all dries inside 
Iraq. We have made all the 
necessary arrangements to 
make it available to the Iraqis 
living in Iraq," Mr. Moham- 
mad said. 

He said his movement re- 
ject^ any foreign assistance in 
its struggle to topple the Iraqi 
regime and strives to ignite 
“an internal change” in his 


country. 

“Through the paper we 
want to convey a message to 
the Iraqi people and tell them 
that change is the responsibil- 
ity of all Iraqis and that we 
need their support to make it 
happen and we are confident 
that our people will move 
very soon,” Mr. Mohammad 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yanal M anat ap pointed senator 

AMMAN (PETRA) — A Royal Decree was issued Thursday endorsing the appointment 
of Yanal Hikmai, a former minister of tourism and advisor to His Majesty King Hussein, 
as a member of the Upper House of Parliament Mr. Hikmat takes foe seat left vacant by 
the death last week of Tzzeriin Mufti. 

Experts to disen ss Arab economies 

AMMAN (PETRA) — A four-day economic conference will be held in Amman starting 
on May 26, with representatives of several Arab and foreign countries attending. Tbe 
conference, organised by the Urdan A1 Jadid Centre in cooperation with Friedrich Eibeit 
Foundation and Philadelphia University, will discuss such issues as Arab economies, the 
future Jordanian economy in light of international and regional changes and foe econom- 
ic relations with Palestine and Israel. -Participants will also discuss 16 major working 
papers. Also, in a roundtable, 15 Arab and international economic experts will discuss 
future challenges facing Arab economies. 

Higher cou rt jud ge to head for Cairo meeting 

AMMAN (PETRA) — Higher Court of Justice Judge Fahd Abu Ifoem leaves for Cairo 
today at foe head of an expert Jordanian group to take part in foe week-long meetings of 
Arab specialists entrusted with working out foe final draft of an Arab convention on pre- 
venting all forms and aspects of extremism and terrorism. Tbe draft will be presented to 
tbe Council of Arab Ministers of Justice. Taking part in the conference, which starts in 
Cairo on Sunday, will be legal experts from 10 Arab countries m addition to specialists 
from the Council of Arab Interior Ministers and foe Arab League’s general secretariat. 

Workshop to loo k Into deep water wells 

AMMAN (PETRA) — A three-day regional workshop, which starts here today, will 
review means of integrating information on drillin g oil and gas wells and tbe hydrology 
of deep water wells. The workshop, organised by tbe Islamic Network for Developing 
And Managing Water Sources and the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, aims 
to facilitate the exchange of experience between experts in oil-well drilling and those 
interested in deep water wells hydrology. Taking part in the workshop will be 30 par- 
ticipants from 7 countries who will discuss 25 working papers covering ground water in 
Jordan and foe changes in the quality of deep ground water reservoirs in the southern and 
central parts of Jordan, current water problems in the Middle East, drilling techniques and 
foe technical problems experienced wbqn drilling deep water wells. 


Aideed must be defeated — rival 

(Continued from page 12) 


Last month a meeting of 
five pro-Ato groups in Nairo- 
bi agreed on a three-stage 
return to central government 
and foe introduction of Isla- 
mic Sharia law. 

“Mostly, I agree with their 
proposals, but I most consult 
with Ato himself,” Mr. Ali 
Mahdi said. “The only per- 
son who refuses to settle the 
Somali problem by dialogue 
is Aideed.” 

Aideed supporters elected 
him president last year and 
be refuses to negotiate, 
saying that he is president of 
all Somalia and as such foe 
other factions should come 
under his control. 

But Gen. Aideed’s claim to 
the presidency is not 
accepted by the rival faction 
groups. 

Citing his own military re-. 


ports, Mr. Ali Mahdi said 
Gen. Aideed launched four 
abortive attacks against posi- 
tions held by Mr. Ato in foe 
south since April 4 and said 
Gen'. Aideed was losing tbe 
war militarily and politically. 

There is some evidence to 
support his claim. Indepen- 
dent analysts say Gen. 
Aideed’s grip on Merca port 
and inland Baidoa is weaken- 
ing. Somalia sources based in 
the south say Gen. Aideed’s 
militia are also suffering 
morale and salary problems. 

The new frontline positions 
in south Mogadishu run 
roughly along a southeast 
axis down Afgoye road with 
Mr. Ato's forces occupying 
well-defended positions 
around the former U.S. 
embassy and Somali National 
Univeraty- 


Mr. Ato’s rear lines form a 
common border with Medina 
district- occupied by Musa 
Sudi, an Mahdi ally. Fears 
have been raised that rather 
than launch a frontal assault 
across Afgoye road, Gen. 
Aideed may try to attack 
through Medina. Mr. Ali 
Mahdi warned that any 
Aideed assault on Medina 
would be folly. 

“He (Aideed) cannot even 
think of that. If he would do 
that it would be suicide. Sudi 
is one of our parties, he 
comes under our protection,” 
said Mr. Mahdi. 

Somalia has been without 
central government since 
1991 when rebels overthrew 
the late President Mohamed 
Siad Bane. 

Rival dan chiefs jockeying 
for power, soon turned their 
guns on each other in battles 
that killed 30,000, Somalis 
while 300,000 perished in a 
war-induced famine. 


I 





4 World News 

‘Russia ready for 

Chechenya talks’ 


Jordan limes, Saturday, May 4, 1996 


STRASBOURG. France (R) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov said 
Friday his government was ready to launch 
wide-ranging talks with Chechen rebels “as 
soon as they have a representative.” 

“Everything is negotiable, all questions 
can be put on the table, including any kind 
of status for Chechenya”, Mr. Primakov 
told reporters at a two-day meeting in 
Strasbourg of foreign ministers from the 39 
members of the Council of Europe. 

“Following the death of Dudayev, there is 
a sort of uncertainty prevailing in 
Chechenya.” Mr. Primakov said, refering to 
separatist leader Dzhokhar Dudayev killed 
in u rocket attack on April 1 1. 

“As soon as we see clearly that the other 
side has been represented, we will be enter- 
ing into contacts with that side. 
Represented means representing the people 
who are fighting the federal forces," Mr. 
Primakov added. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin said 
Thursday he planned to visit breakaway 
Chechenya later this month and was even 
ready n> meet separatist rebels, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

The report confirmed an earlier sugges- 
tion that the 65-year-old Kremlin leader 
could make his first trip fa the north 
Caucasus region, scene of a bloody sepa- 
ratist conflict, before the Russian presiden- 
tial election on June 16. 

“The solution will not depend on just one 
side. We will try to exploit every opportun- 
ity. The dividing lute in that republic is not 
only between the federa} forces and the 
Dudayev gunmen, but also within the 
Chechen population." Mr. Primakov said. 

New Chechen rebel leader Zelimkhan 
Yandartuyev said Wednesday he was ready 
for talks with Moscow to end the bloodshed 
in the region — if Russian troops were 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev said Russia would have 
to treat the Chechen side with respect and 
stop using expressions like “criminals”, 
"bandit formations” and "terrorists” — 
phrases habitually used by the Russian 
leadership and military alike. 


He also said the meeting would have to 
take place on the basis of a “real wish to 
create peace in Chechenya and not to make 
propagandist acts in the pre-election peri- 
od”. 

Russia in late February joined the Council 
of Europe in a symbolic sign of the end of 
the cold war, despite unease about 
Moscow's human rights record. 

The council was set up in 1949 to pro- 
mote democracy and human rights in West 
Europe against the then-Communist East. 

Russia also pledged to suspend the death 
penalty immediately and to abolish it with- 
in three years, but Mr. Primakov cautioned: 
“We are committed to the obligation to do 
away with capital p unishm ent. But this is 
not yet the time to do this." 

President Boris Yeltsin said Friday he 
would invite Chechen guerrilla field com- 
manders to join in negotiations with Russia 
and the Russian-backed Chechen govern- 
ment which could begin before June presi- 
dential elections. 

“Since Dudayev is gone, we need to work 
with the field commanders.” ITAR-TASS 
news agency quoted Mr. Yeltsin as saying 
during a campaign stop in the town of 
Yaroslavl, 250 kilometres northeast of 
Moscow. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who announced a peace ini- 
tiative for Chechenya on March 31, had 
‘previously agreed to hold talks with Mr. 
Dudayev through intermediaries. 

“When I go to Chechenya, I will 
announce that three sides will sit at the 
negotiating table — the (Moscow-backed 
Doku) Zavgayev government, Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin's 
government commission and the third side 
— field commanders who of course want to 
participate in the negotiating process,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

“1 hope that negotiations can proceed 
before the elections ” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who plans to visit Chechenya 
in mid-May, did not say 'which field com- 
manders might take part in the talks. 
Previous peace talks last year involved 
rebel chief of staff Aslan Maskhadov. 


Bangladesh opposition leader 
wins over former generals 


DHAKA (Rl — The electoral hopes of 
Bangladesh's opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina have been boosted by the decision 
of some 14 prominent figures, some of 
them ex-military chiefs, to join her camp, 
political analysts said Friday. 

They said the move dispelled lingering 
popular perceptions that Mrs. Hasina, 
whose own family were killed by troops 21 
years ago. was implacably imposed to the 
powerful military. 

"This heavyweight support gives a 
tremendous boost to Mrs. Hasina's leader- 
ship and will spruce up her image ahead of 
the elections.” said Matiur Rahman 
Chowdhury. editor of the daily Banglabazar 
Patrika newspaper. 

Mrs, Hasina led a successful opposition 
campaign to boycott elections held in 
February and force the resignation of 
Begum Khaleda Zia, who eventually 
stepped down on March 30. 

A caretaker government has since run the 
country ahead of fresh parliamentary polls 
due to he held on June 1 2. 

Retired Lieutenant-General Nooruddin 
Khan, Bangladesh's last army chief of staff, 
pledged bis allegiance to Mrs, Hasina late 
Thursday, a day after she returned from the 
Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Others who formally joined ter party 
included retired Air Vice- Marshal A.K. 
Khandaker. former paramilitary chief 
Major-General Badiuzzamon and Nunc 


AJam Siddiky, one. of Bangladesh's top 
businessmen, former student Reader and 
fi^tyoewor. 

M said they believed Mrs. Hasina would 
be able to lead the country out of decades- 
old political gridlock and economic stag- 
nancy by following the footsteps of ter 
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
Bangladesh’s independence leader. 

Mujib, also the country's first president, 
was killed in a 1975 army coup along with 
most of his family. Mrs. Hasina and her sis- 
ter Sheikh Rehana were overseas at the 
time. 

Mrs. Hasina greeted the new entrants to 
her Awami League and sought their whole- 
hearted support and guidance in an electoral 
battle against Mrs. Khaleda Zia’s 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). 

Analysts said Mrs. Hasina's new support 
helped to dispel a widely held perception 
that the armed forces did not like ter. 

“If the army did not like Hasina while 
they were in service there can be no reason- 
able grounds why they should now develop 
a liking for her in retirement,” one analyst 
said. Another former army chief, 
Lieutenant-General K.M. Shaft ullah, joined 
Mrs. Hasina's party last year. 

Nearly half of Bangladesh’s 115 million 
people are expected to be eligible to vote 
for candidates contesting 300 parliamentary 
seats in the June pdL 


Landmine pact to go ahead 
after Pakistan backs down 


GENEVA (R) — Delegates from 55 coun- 
tries prepared Friday to adopt a pact tight- 
ening up rales on anti-personnel ( AP) land- 
mines after Pakistan dropped a demand for 
a key article of the accord to be reworded, 
diplomats said. , 

The pact, a revision of the Landmines pro- 
tocol of the 1980 conventional weapons 
convention, will outlaw the most dangerous 
"dumb” or undetectable AP mines and place 
restrictions on otter types to prevent them 
becoming hidden killers. 

But campaigners for a total ban on ihr 
weapons, now supported by more than 30 
governments, dismissed the pact as not 
going nearly far enough. 

“It's just what we expected — very, very 
weak and very, very modest,” said am offi- 
cial from the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. “It’s totally inadequate.” 
More than 100 million mines already lie 
hidden in in 64 countries including 
Mozambique, Afghanistan and Cambodia. 
According to U.N. estimates they main or 
kill some 25.000 people a year, many of 
them children at play or fanners at work. 

The new pact will do nothing for those 
people, but conference Chairman Johan 
Molander of Sweden said earlier this week 
that it would, if applied, save “many, many 
lives”. 

Mr. Molander 's own government pro- 
posed an outright ban two years ago. but 
without success. Many governments, 
including major powers such as Russia. 
India, China and the United States, say they 


still need landmines to protect international 
borders. 

The treaty outlaws undetectable mines 
and insists that all AP mines carry eight 
grammes of iron or the equivalent to make 
them detectable. Detectable mines can be 
used, for example along borders, as long as 
they are fenced off, marked and guarded. 

The treaty places tighter restrictions on 
remotely-delivered landmines — modem 
munitions which can be scattered by (he 
thousand via artillery shell or helicopter far 
from front lines. 

Those mines will have to self-destiucr 
within 30 days with 90 per cent reliability 
and self-deactivare within 120 with 99.9 per 
cent reliability — targets that many dele- 
gates concede are unrealistic in conflict sit- 
uations. 

The scope of the new pact is extended to 
include internal as well as international 
conflicts and places restrictions for the first 
time on “transfer” of mines. AP mines can 
only be imported or exported by recognised 
states or their designated agents. 

Pakistan Wednesday shocked delegates 
by demanding that the article on transfers 
be rewritten to make .clear that it is in 
accord with the prinicples of the United 
Nations Charter. 

Thai charter guarantees the right to self- 
defence and to sdf-detenninatiem. Euro- 
pean Union delegations immediately reject- 
ed Pakistan's demand, saying that it would 
weaken the treaty. 
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Indian voters line op in long queues to cast their votes in the second phase of pofimg at Moradabad in India snorth- 
ern state of Uttar PradekJbdians will be voting for 204 parliamentary seats, with polling staggered over six days 
and ending on May 30 (Reuter photo) 

India’s BJP rules out ‘horse trading’ to win power 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's main 
opposition Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). tipped to win the most seats in 
a hung parliament after elections now 
under way, said Friday it Would not 
buy off lawmakers to cobble together a 
majority. 

“There is no question of buying 
members of parliament I am deter- 
mined to come to power without com- 
promising my principles,” BJP’s prime 
ministerial candidate, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, told the Pioneer in an inter- 
view published Friday. 

“Our course of action will depend on 
the nature of the mandate,” BJP 
President Lai Krishna Advani was 
quoted as saying in the western city of 
Pune. But he ruled out “horse trading” 
in a quest to form India’s first-ever 
BJP government 

Opinion polls predict the Hindu 
nationalist BJP wUl get between 190 
and 215 seats in the general election 
for the 545-member lower house, or 
LokSabha. 

This is in contrast to earlier opinion 
polls. A survey by Dun and Bradstreet 
Marketing Research PVT in late 
March projected Congress as the win- 
ner with the BJP second. 

The first round of voting in the six- 
phase general elections took place on 
April 27 for 150 seats. Balloting for 
204 more took place Thursday and die 


third phase is set for May 7. 

Counting starts the next day and 
results from all but six constituencies 
should be known by May 1 1. 

Officials called the voting relatively 
peaceful, and the turnout impressive, 
considering the low-key nature of the 
campaign- Strong checks on expendi- 
ture limits by the independent Election 
Commission have toned down the 
colour and largesse that have marked 
previous polls. 

Seven people were killed Thursday 
and officials estimated that 50 to 60 
per cent of die 220 million people enti- 
tled to vote cast their ballots in die 
scorching teat Thursday. 

About 300 people died during die 
last general election in 1991. About 50 
have been killed this year. 

Prime "Minister P. V. Narasimha 
Rao’s Congress Party is predicted to 
get no more than 190 seats even by its 
strategists. 

Senior leaders were expecting die 
top-level Congress Working 
Committee to meet on May 9, when 
trends should be clear. 

They wereexpected to hy to push 
Congress towaids a coalition to keep 
outthe BJP, percdved ashavihg a'hias 
against India’s 1Z0 million Muslims. ' 

The balance of power is expected to 
lie with leftist and regional groups, 
many of them tied up in an alliance 


with the Co mmunis ts under the Natio- 
nal Front-Left Front (NF-LF) banner. 

Analysts say much will depend on 
whether the BJP and Congress woo 
splinter regional groups or the NF-LF. 

NF-LF leaders hope Mr. Rao’s party 
will split and that some of its members 
will join them in a coalition. 

The arrest Thursday in a cheating 
case of controversial Hindu guru, 
Chandraswami, alleged by the opposi- 
tion to -be a friend of Mr. Rao’s, only 
added to the Congress Party's low 
morale; 

Mr. Rao has campaigned for reelec- 
tion on: a platform of stability, empha- 
sising the short lifespans of two previ- 
ous leftist governments. 

He is worried over the rise of the 
BJP. which won 120 seats in 1991 on a 
rampafgn to build a temple at the site 
of a disputed mosque in the northern 
Indian .city of Ayodhya. Some 3,000 
people; mostly Muslims, were killed 
in communal riots after the mosque 
was razed by Hindu extremists- in 
1992. 

“Party is a big word which means 
discipline, order and the will to uphold 
• a set of values,” Mr. Rao was quoted 
■*by the Press Trust of India as saying in 
the eastern city of Ranchi. 

"The Congress has an obvious edge 
over die parties which have been pro- 
jecting themselves as alternatives.” 


Taiwan seeks ‘new path’ 
to end China stalemate 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan expressed regret Friday over 
China’s rebuff of its latest initiative to end a festering stale- 
mate and urged its Communist rival to embark on a “new 
path” towards renewed talks and better ties. 

“The Chinese Communists are conjuring up too many 
obstacles so it is impossible to push ahead with high-level 
meetings and visits,” Premier and Vice President-Elect 
Lien Chan told r epo r t er s in Tupei. 

Mr. Lien rejected Beijing’s contention that his Nationalist 
government was to blame for a 10-month freeze in ties 
across the Taiwan Strait, saying Taipei “does not rule out 
the possibility of a high-level meeting”. ' 

Spokes m a n Kao Koong-Lian of Taiwan's policy-making 
Mainland Affairs Council said die island’s people should 

be patient. 

“I hope our countrymen can treat relations across the 
Taiwan Strait with patience. Relations cannot be improved 
based on our wishful thinking,” Mr. Kao said. “We have 
done everything we can.” 

China's Association for Relations Across the Taiwan 
Strait said in a letter Thursday to its Taiwan counterpart, 
the Straits Exchange Foundation, that die “political reason 
that led to.. .meetings being halted is known to all”. 

China in mid- 1995 broke off what up to then been 
two years of promising talks, slamming Taiwan President 
Lee Teng-Hui's private but high-profile June visit to the 
United States an intolerable grab for Taiwan independence. 

Only when Taiwan halts activities seen by China as seek- 
ing independence can talks resume, Beijing officials say. 

China has pushed to isolate and eventually win over 
Taiwan since 1949, when the Communist's civil-war victo- 
ry sent the defeated Nationalists into exile on the folanri- 
Mmnland Affairs Council Ch&rrman Chang King- Yuri 
appealed yet again for Beijing to end the impasse. 

*! deeply regret that people at the Association for 
Relations Across the Taiwan Strait cannot realise that both 
sides should return to the negotiating channel,” belaid. 

*T hope Communist China can strike out on a new path, 
consider the common welfare of people across the Taiwan 
Strait and resume negotiations.” 

Low-level contacts across the Taiwan Strait have quietly 
continued despite the high-level acrimony. 

'pie Straits Exchange Foundation's Culture Department 
chief left Friday for Beijing for a six-day exchange — the 
first department head to visit China since i*t<» 1995. 

Taiwan, whose democratic reforms resulted on March 23 
in the first popular presidential election in Chinese history, 
calls itself the Republic of Oiina and espouses reunifica- 
tion — but only through mainland-wide multiparty elec- 
tions. 

"Voters handed incumbent Lee TengTHui a resomufing 
m a nd ate despite months of anti-Lee vitriol by China and its 
staging of intimidating war games and unarmed nrkcil* 
tests in waters near Taiwan in the weeks before the elec- 
tion. 

Taiwan wants less hostile ties with China, where 25,000 
Taiwan firms have invested a total of S25 billion, but is 
unwilling to sacrifice its goal of a higher global profile. 

“We will not give up our right to participate in imerna- 
tiooal activities, just because we want to resumebschmcal 
negotiations or keep the channels open between the two 
sides,” Straits Exchange Foundation Secretary General 
Griao Jen-Ho said Friday. 


Deadlock remains in S. 
African basic law talks 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) ■ — South African lawmakers 
remained deadlocked Friday in Their efforts to hammer out 
a consensus cm a new constitution as the chances of meet- 
ing a May 8 deadline got slimmer by the hour. 

Weary constitution writers failed to meet an 11:00 ajn. 
(0900 GMT) deadline they had set for themselves to wind 
up their negotiations on three outs tanding issues in the 
basic law. 

Leon Wessels of the National Party, deputy chairman 0 f 
the Constitutional Assembly; said a meeting of the 
Constitutional Committee — the assembly's negotiating 
forum — had been called on schedule, but there was noth- 
ing new to report. 

“Consultations are in progress and have reached a very 
delicate phase ” be said, adding that the bells in parliament 
would start ringing to alert members to a meeting within 
five m inutes once negotiators indicated they bad something 
to report. 

The ruling African National Congress (ANC) and its 
chief rival and coalition partner, the National Party (NP), 
are trying to agree on three key issues: The right to proper- 
ty. the light of employers to lock their workers out and the 
right of schools to use a single language as a medium of 
education. 

The Constitutional Assembly — made up of all 490 
members of the two houses of parliament — has set itself 
May 8 as a deadline to adopt the new basic law. 

An NP official said privately Thursday that his party sim— 
ply needed more time, suggesting that talks with the ANC 
could continue over the weekend with any agreement 
endorsed at a meeting Monday morning. 

But assembly officials protested that for the bill to be on 
tune for subimssiOD to the chamber Monday afternoon, it 

would have to be at the printers' no later than 7-nn n m 
(1700 GMT) Sunday. nu imer man /.UO p.m. 

Technical experts still have much work to do over 
weekend to clean up the language of the bill, which would 
then have to betianslated into Afrikaans and at least ^e 
other language, the officials said. onc 

But p^liamentarians insists that the Constitutional 
Aaembly, bemg an entirely new body, can 

^ cansubmit amendnfente 
fSKSdS Mv ^ wherctbe bill must obtain 

ame into play induSf 

4 - sasr- — 1 * ■ — 

with.” n win be something we could live 

^ main sticking point continues to be the education 

» perpetuate 

schools by blacks “ white 


New sun satellite 
sends back 
revealing images 

PARIS (AFP) — Startling 
new images of the sun, 
including the ejection of 
huge clouds of gas, are 
being transmitted bade to 
Earth by a sophisticated 
European satellite 

launched in December. The 
pictures taken by instru- 
ments aboard the Solar and 
Heliospheric Observatory 
(SOHO) were presented 
Thursday at the headquar- 
ters of the European Space 
Agency (ESA) here. ESA 
head of scientific pro- 
grammes Roger Bonne t 
Sid that the nine European 
and three American instru- 
ments aboard were work- 
ing perfectly and SOHO 
was in its planned orbit, at 
the exact point where the 
gravities of the sun and the 
Earth cancel each other 
out. Though the sun was 
supposedly in the quietest 
period of its 1 1-year cycle 
of activity, it was still emit- 
ting huge quantities of gas, 
weighing billions of 
tonnes, at a speed of 550 
kilometres a second. Apart 
from learning more of the 
workings of a star like the 
sun, SOHO’s observations 

are expected to improve the 
forecasting of weather on 
Earth. 

Lost book by 
Louisa May Alcott 
spurs bidding war 

NEW YORK (R) — She 
wrote America’s classic 
tale of family values, Litde 
Women, and next week 
Hollywood and the New 
York book industry will be 
battling for the rights to her 
“lost” novel — about fami- 
ly values. So says Boston 
literary agent Lane Za- 
chary, who Monday will be 
sending copies of Louisa 
May A1 coil’s first, never- 
published novel. The In- 
heritance, to publishers and 
studios for auction to the 
highest bidder. She said the 
film and book rights will 
collectively fetch more 
than SI million for Alcott’s 
heirs — especially since 
another neglected Alcott 
manuscript, a gothic thril- 
ler called A Long Fatal 
Love Chase, sold for more 
than $1 million in 1994 and 
then made the best-seller 
list 107 years after she 
died. But while Mr. Za- 
chary gets copies ready to 
be sent out, scholars at 
Harvard University are 
angrily disputing press 
claims that The Inheritance 
was lost, newly discovered, 
misplaced or even zniscata- 
logued, as the New York 
Times reported Wednes- 
day. At best they say the 
150-page book written 
when Alcott was 18 years 
old in 1849 was mostly 
ignored at the university’s 
Houghton Library, where 
anyone who wanted to 
could have had access to it 
for the past 22 years. All 
they had to do was know 
about it, which few people 
did. The catalogue listing 
clearly states that the book 
was unpublished and Al- 
cott’s first novel, "it was 
hidden in plain sight like 
the murder weapon in a 
Sherlock Holmes story,'’ 
said Mr. Zachary. 

Dunblane children 
get teddies from 
around world 

DUNBLANE, Scotland 
(R) — The children of 
Dunblane, fighting to over- 
come the trauma of mass 
murder at their school, 
were Thursday given 5,000 
teddy bears sent from 
around the world. The 
tight-knit Scottish commu- 
nity was plunged into 
vuBuumg in March when 
social misfit Thomas Ha- 
milton shot dead 16 chil- 
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A young woman holds on to her mother as a bullet is extracted from her leg at a makeshif t hospital in the Barclay 
Training Centre. Over 75 people have been wounded and 20 have died during recent heavy fi ghting which erupt- 
ed in the capital (Renter photo) 7 

Liberia ’s Taylor stands ground against Krahn 


MONROVIA (R) — Charles Taylor, 
who started Liberia’s civil war more 
than six years ago. appears determined 
to pursue his campaign against his 
Krahn foes to the end. 

The Krahn, for their part, are cooper- 
ating with mediators, while bringing 
in reinforcements from the east. 

Mr. Taylor said in a radio address 
Thursday there would be no ceasefire 
until Krahn leader Roosevelt Johnson 
surrendered 

“We will arrest this sit uati on by the 
weekend and Liberians can be able to 
bring their lives back to normal,” Mr. 
Taylor said. 

Diplomatic sources said Krahn 
negotiators bad told West African and 
UJNI. mediators at the U.S. embassy 
they would be willing to observe a 
ceasefire. 

Battles reached a stalemate on two 
fronts. 

Krahn fighters from the Barclay 
Training Centre (BTC) army barracks 
faced off against Mr. Taylor's men on 
the Johnson Street Bridge connecting 
the city centre to Bushrod Island. 

In the eastern suburbs, Krahn rein- 
forcements found their advance 
blocked just before the Paynesville red 
light junction; 

" Diplomat efforts are focusing on 
halting the fighting long enough to get 
the combatants to a West African sum- 
mit in Ghana Wednesday, though U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State George 
Moose returned to Washington 
Wednesday after failing to see Mr. 
Taylor or Alhaji Kromah, Mr. Taylor's 


fellow vice-chairman on the ruling 
Council of State. 

Mr. Taylor launched the civil war by 
invading from Ivory Coast on 
Christmas Eve, 1989, and tried to take 
the capital in 1990 and in 1992. 

This time he has the advantage of 
being already in the city, as a vice- 
chairman of the six-member council, 
which was set up under a peace accord 
signed in Nigeria last August. 

The Abuja Accord differed from pre- 
vious peace deals by directly involv- 
ing the faction leaders in the interim 
government, but the latest fighting has 
shown that it is Mr. Taylor who holds 
all the power on the council. 

Its Chairman Wilton Sankawulo has 
no powerbasq, civilian representative 
Oscar Quiah went for medical treat- 
ment in Ghana, traditional chief 
Tamba Tailor is more than 90 years old 
and Liberia Peace Council militia 
leader George Boley, a Krahn, left 
with his family when fighting began. 

Mr. Kromah, frequently Mr. Taylor’s 
rival but his ally so far in the present 
conflict, left Monrovia Thursday for 
Suehn, 40 kilometres north of die city. 
Aides said he was fetching reinforce- 
ments. . ... 

"We are going to clean up all around 
the BTC, block by block, street by 
street, house by house, before we 
storm the barracks,” Mr. Taylor told 
his KISS FM radio. 

The Krahn dominated the Armed 
Forces of Liberia (AFL), the former 
national anny which disintegrated at 
the height of the civil war following 


the killing of Krahn President Samuel 
Doe. 

The current fighting is the first in the 
city centre since- 1990 and has been 
accompanied by the worst looting 
Monrovia has seen. Shops and homes 
have been stripped of everything of 
value and gunmen are racing around 
the city in stolen aid vehicles painted 
with the names of their combat units. 

Battles in the city first began on 
April 6 after the Council of State tried 
to arrest Mr. Johnson for murder. Mr. 
Taylor says he is deimined to bring 
Mr. Johnson to justice. 

A 10-day truce collapsed Monday 
when Mr. Taylor went to the Executive 
Mansion, the presidential complex, 
with his fighters, and was forced to 
flee with Mr. Sankawulo -under a hail 
of gunfire. 

Rival gunmen fought from block to 
block in downtown Monrovia Friday, 
as fighters Joyal Mr. Taylor made a 
fresh assault on their Krahn foes in the 
main army barracks, witnesses said. 

About 50 fighters of Mr. Taylor’s 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
massed at the Ambassador Hotel in the 
city's Mamba Point district to attack 
the Barclay Training Centre. 

Small units of Krahn, who are less 
well armed but employ highly effec- 
tive snipers, headed out from the bar- 
racks to engage their attackers. 

Thick black smoke billowed from 
buildings hit by rocket-propelled 
grenades, and civilians fled the fight- 
ing carrying bundles of belongings on 
their beads. 


British Conservatives drubbed in local elections 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister John Major Friday insist- 
ed his Conservatives could clinch a fifth consecutive gen- 
eral election victory despite his ruling party winning the 
support of just one in four voters in town hall polls. 

The Conservatives lost almost 600 local council seats,* 
about half (hose they were defending in the most important 
test of voter sentiment before the next election, due by May 
1997. 

Labour polled 43 per cent of the vote in Thursday’s elec- 
tions for 3.000 local councillors across England outside 
Loudon, with the Conservatives polling 27 per cent and the 
minority Liberal Democrats 26 per cent, according to inde- 
pendent estimates. 

With most results in. the Conservatives said they calcu- 
lated they had lost 575 of the just under 1.200 seats they 
had been defending, and had won control of just three of the 
14S councils which have so far declared their results. 

On the London Stock market, the FTSE 100 index of 
leading shares was down almost one per cent by late morn- 
ing, but brrikers said the dip was in part a reaction to a 
lower New York market Thursday. The pound’s value was 
barely moved by the results. 

Conservatives acknowledged the results were poor but 
said they were an improvement on disastrous 1995 town 
hall results and nowhere near the “meltdown” some ana- 
lysts had predicted. 

Party leaders said there was now' no doubt that Mr. Major, 
under almost constant attack for weak leadership and a 
series of policy failures, w’ould lead the Conservatives into 
the election. 

Mr. Major has vowed to leave calling the next general 
election until the last possible moment to allow improving 
economic conditions to impress voters. He was defiant 
despite the 12 per cent swing to Labour compared with the 
1992 election result 

“Over the next few months. Labour will be forced to 
reveal how they will pay for their policies. And when the 
voters compare their policies with ours, we wall win the 
next the general election," Mr. Major said. 

Mr. Major said the results underlined the need for 


Conservatives to concentrate on selling its policies rather 
than fighting internally about the direction of the party. 

“We have got to work that much harder to make sure vot- 
ers realise what is at stake,” be said. Mr. Major has faced 
virulent attack from right-wingers unhappy about closer 
ties with the European Union. 

Opposition parties said the town hall polls had underlined 
that the Conservatives were set to lose office nationally for 
the first time since 1979. No British party has ever bounced 
back from an opinion poll deficit of 20 percentage points to 
win an election 12 months later. 

Labour leader Tony Blair bailed the results as spectacu- 
larly good and said they showed the Conservatives were 
“weak and drifting”. “I doubt that Mr. Major, on the basis 
of these results, will want to have a general election. So 
they will try and stagger on," he told reporters. 

Labour needs a 4.3 per cent voter swing to won the gen- 
eral election. Mr. Major has a majority of just one in par- 
liament and May be forced into an early election if any 
Conservative MPs die in office and the party loses subse- 
quent by-elections. 

“I take some encouragement from last night’s results. 
They continue the steady recovery that we have been 
engaged in for the past 12 to 18 months,” said Conservative 
Party Chairman Brian Mawhinney. “The Labour Party has 
peaked too soon and has nowhere to go but down.” 

The BBC calculated that if the results were reflected in a 
general election, Mr. Blair would have an overall majority 
of 137 seats in the 659-member House of Commons, with 
the Conservatives being reduced to a dispirited band of 148 
mps. 

“Let’s be honest — these are pretty appalling results,” 
said Conservative legislator Sir George Gardiner, a leading 
right-wing critic of major. 

The Times desdbed the results as “a dreadful showing 
which leaves the Tories in dire strains”. Bookmakers cut the 
odds on a Labour victory at the general election to 175 from 
2/9, their lowest since 1979. 


Communists confirm backing for Italian government 


ROME (R) — Italy's Communist Refoundation party con- 
firmed Friday that it would help vote a centre-left govern- 
ment into office following a general election that gave it the 
balance of power in the lower house of parliament. 

“The issue of the government is now fully resolved,” 
party leader Fausto Bertinotti said after talks with Romano 
Prodi, head of the centre-left Olive Tree Bloc and Italy’s 
effective prime minister-in-waiting. 

“We will provide our votes to give birth to the govern- 
ment and the prime minister and the government will 
express appreciation for the role of Co mm u n ist 
Refoundation, given the need for our support,” Mr. 
Bertinotti told reporters. 

The meeting was Mr. Bertinotti ’s first with Mr. Prodi 
since the Olive Tree, dominated by the ex-Communist 
Democratic Party of the Left, triumphed over Silvio 
Berlusconi's centre-right Freedom .Alliance in the April 21 
election. 

The election, which set the left on the road to power in 
Italy for the first time, gave the Olive Tree control of the 


315-member upper Senate but left it short of a majority in 
the Chamber of Deputies with 284 of the 630 seats. 

Communist Refouodation won 35 seats in the lower 
house, securing the balance of power. 

Mr. Prodi, all but certain to be asked by President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro to form a government later this month, needs 
to win a vote of confidence from both houses of parliament. 

The Olive Tree and Communist Refoundation struck a 
pact for the election, under which they backed each other’s 
candidates in constituencies, but differ radically on eco- 
nomic poticy. 

Strains in the relationship emerged this week after Mr. 
Prodi discounted his dependence on the Marxist-inspired 
party, which has already made clear it will not join his gov- 
ernment. 

“Look, in the Senate I don’t need their votes, and in the 
other chamber the Communist Refoundation has no interest 
in trying to block me and it has nowhere else to go,” Mr. 
Prodi was quoted as saying in Monday's International 
HeraJd Tribune. 


Tamil Tiger boat attack 
kills seven in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AFP) — - Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
blasted a navy boat, killing at least seven men takin g alms 
to leprosy patients during the country’s holiest Buddhist 
ceremony, officials here said. 

The rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam exploded a 
mine planted’ on the jetty of the small islet of Manthivu in 
tite eastern district of Batticaloa as troopers brought lunch 
for the hospitals' inmates, the Defence Ministry said. 

The bodies of four airmen and a civilian passenger have 
been found but two others were missing after the surprise 
attack on Wesak Day, the most important Buddhist ceremo- 
ny in the country, the ministry said. 

It said the 43 leprosy patients were not affected by the 
bomb attack and security forces went ahead with the pre- 
sentation despite the attack. 

Military sources said the troops were an easy target for 
the Tigers because they made the visit to the temple on 
every Wesak Day as well as on every full moon day of the 
month which is also a Buddhist holiday. 

The Wesak, however, is the most important of them all 
and is considered a very blessed day for Sri Lanka's major- 
ity Buddhists who believe that the Buddha was bom, 
attained enlightenment and passed away on the same day. 

The sale of meat, fish and liquor is banned during the 
Wesak celebrations which last for two days. 

Wesak is marked in most parts of the country with huge 
paintings of the Buddha and his life and illuminated with 


blue, green, red, orange, purple and white — the colours of 
the Buddhist flag. 

The latest attack by the LTTE, whose members are most- 
ly Hindus, came a day after the Tigers hijacked a civilian 
bus in the neighbouring district of Ampara and shot dead an 
off duty policeman and kidnapped two others, the Defence 
Ministry said Friday. 

Tiger rebels later set fire to the bus but the whereabouts of 
the two captives was not immediately known. 

In another incident in the east, security forces ambushed 
a group of Tamil Tigers, killin g three rebels Wednesday. 
Troops recovered two automatic assault rifles and radio 
equipment from the vic tims , the mini stry said. 

The sporadic clashes in the east of the country came as 
security forces consolidated their gains in the northern 
JafEba peninsula after driving out the Tigers who had once 
ruled the region with an iron fist. 

Following the army’s latest drive launched on April 19, 
some 250,000 Tamil civ ilians who fled the area have 
returned to their homes forcing the government to call for 
international help to resettle the refugees. 

For its part, the Tigers have accused security forces of 
attacks against civilians and called for foreign mediation to 
arrange a truce with security forces, a call rejected by the 
government as “irrelevant,” 

More than 50,000 people have died in the LTTE's pro- 
tracted homeland struggle in the past 23 years. 


Russia: Baltic military threat excluded 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin said 
Friday he did not believe the Baltic states 
would join NATO but ruled out any mili- 
tary action against them if they did. 

“We are categorically against the expan- 
sion of NATO (eastwards),” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said, adding that he had 
raised what he called mistreatment of 
Russians in Estonia and Latvia during talks 
with Swedish Prime Minister Goran 
Persson. 

But Mr. Chernomyrdin, en route to a 
s ummi t of countries bordering the Baltic 
Sea, distanced himself from a hardline 
Russian think - tank calling for a pre-emp- 
tive strike against the Baltic states by 
Russian Armed Forces if they get into 
NATO. 

The document by Russian defence analyst 
Anton Surikov has been published in sever- 
al Russian newspapers and has alarmed the 
Baltic states, which gained independence 
from the then Soviet Union in 1991. 

“Why should there be military measures? 
It is excluded as a possibility,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said when asked about Mr. 
Surikov’s report. 

However be added: *1 do not think they 
(die Baltic countries) will join NATO.” 

Mr. Chernomyrdin focussed most of -his 
criticism on Estonia — the Baltic state 
which is the most critical of Moscow — 
saying it and Latvia were breaching human 
rights in their treatment of Russian minori- 
ties. 

Both Estonia and Latvia have laige 
Russian minorities who were mostly denied 
automatic citizenship of the newly-inde- 
pendent countries in 1991. 

This was resented by local ethnic 
Russians and Moscow alike although die 
baits regard many of the Russians living in 
their countries as colonists. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said relations with 
Lithuania were good and that ties with 
Latvia were improving. “We are neigh- 
bours. We have to live together. 

‘They are sovereign states. They have the 
right to choose their own poim of view,” 
Mr. Chernomyrdin said. 

The Russian document laid out reasons 
why Russian Armed Forces could be 
involved in conflict. It named the aspiration 
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia to join 
NATO as one reason why Russian troops 


could go to war. 

The three states remain sensitive to any 
indications of renewed Russian imperial- 
ism, especially in the run-up to the Russian 
presidential elections in June. 

Mr. Surikov. head of the Russian Defence 
Research Insitute, represents a hard-line 
view of Russian foreign policy that sees 
NATO as an enemy because of its plans lo 
take in Russia's former Warsaw Pact allies. 
Western diplomats said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin admitted Russia and 
Sweden disagreed about the future of the 
Baltic countries. Stockholm supports their 
bid to integrate with Western alliances and 
has pledged its support to represent their 
interests. 

T cannot say our policies are the same." 
the Russian premier said after a two-hour 
meeting with Mr. Persson Thursday. 

Meanwhile Russian Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov has accused the Baltic 
states of creaming off Russian raw materi- 
als for their own economic boom and 
warned the parasitic practice will stop if he 
is elected president in upcoming polls, 
Baltic media reported Friday. 

Speaking to a Latvian daily which was 
quoted Friday by the Baltic News Service, 
Mr. Zyuganov said Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia were taking advantage of 
favourable prices for raw materials sup- 
plied from Russia to fuel their own export- 
driven boom. 

“The Baltic states cannot exist other than 
as parasites on Russia,” Mr. Zyuganov was 
quoted as saying. 

“Estonia is currently die world’s fifth 
largest exporter of non-ferrous metals, 
while the country has no mines and no con- 
version factories,” said the Communist 
leader, who is mounting a strong challenge 
to Russian President Boris Yeltsin ahead of 
June presidential polls. 

“Everything it is selling has been stolen 
from Russia.” 

Mr. Zyuganov said if elected president he 
would terminate the current policy of sell- 
ing raw materials and energy to the Baltic 
states at prices way below the international 
market level. 

“Some politicians believe we should send 
the tanks to the Baltic states, but that is not 
necessary,” Mr. Zyuganov said. "We just 
have to slap international prices on the 
Baltic states for oil and raw materials.” 


Solana tries to reassure Romania 
on NATO alliance membership 


Battle lines 
being drawn 
between 
Clinton and 
Dole 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The issues could be the 
minimum wage, gasoline 
taxes, or product liability 
legislation, but the real 
battle is between President 
Bill Clinton and his 
Republican challenger 
Senator Bob Dole. 

While the campaigning 
has not yet begun — Mr. 
Clinton has yet to even for- 
mally announce he is run- 
ning for reelection — the 
two likely candidates are 
parrying over legislative 
issues they can exploit for 
political advantage. 

Sen. Dole remains the 
decided underdog. ~A poll- 
published Wednesday 
showed the Republican 
with only 37 per cent of 
support compared to 58 
per cent for Mr. Clinton, 
who has succeeded in 
painting Sen. Dole’s party 
as extremist. 

And economic news, 
such as Thursday’s release 
of figures showing the 
U.S. economy grew by a 
healthy 2.8 per cent in the 
first quarter, continues to 
help Mr. Clinton. 

“We found that the 
American economy is con- 
tinuing to grow steadily 
and without inflation and 
.better than had been ex- 
pected,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“But ... we know that if we 
want to continue this, we 
have got to finish the work 
of balancing the budget” 
On the other side is Sen. 
Dole, who cannot current- 
ly turn the economic fig- 
ures to his advantage. 

So the veteran senator 
has tried to shift the focus 
to his turf — Congress. 
But he has even had trou- 
ble in that setting even 
though Republicans are in 
control. 

Mr. Clinton Thursday 
vetoed a Republican-spon- 
sored bill limiting punitive 
damages to $250,000 in 
product liability lawsuits 
— a measure that Sen. 
Dole trumpeted as a way to 
cut costs to consumers. 

It was Mr. Clinton’s 15th 
veto, only one of which 
has been overturned. 

Both men claimed to 
have the higher ground on 
the issue and blamed the 
other for caving in to spe- 
cial interests — Sen. Dole 
said trial lawyers were 
“calling (he shots at the 
White House,” while Mr. 
Clinton said the bill would 
hinder Americans who 
sought to “recover fully 
when they are injured by 
defective products.” 

With the help of his De- 
mocratic allies in Cong- 
ress, Mr. Clinton has put 
Sen. Dole on the defen- 
sive, in particular with a 
theme that has resonated 
outside Washington — 
increasing the minimum 
wage from $4.25 to $5.15 
an hour. 

Polls have shown the 
public overwhelmingly in 
favour of such an increase. 


BUCHAREST (R) — 

NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana arrived in 
Bucharest Friday and tried 
to reassure Romania it was 
not forgotten in die al- 
liance's expansion plans. 

“No decision has been 
taken about the countries 
that may be invited one day 
to join the alliance,” Mr. 
Solana told reporters when 
he arrived from neighbour- 
ing Bulgaria. 

“We are now in the phase 
of bilateral debates and 
we'll see in the end how we 
proceed,” he said, adding 
that the process of talks on 
admission would go on 
through 1996. 

There is a widespread 
view among NATO diplo- 
mats that Romania is trail- 
ing other competing f tamer 
East Bloc states vying to 
join the Atlantic alliance. 

Bucharest is Mr. Solana’s 
last stop on a tour which has 
already taken in Prague, 
Bratislava, Tirana and So- 
fia, and some eyebrows 
were raised that he is spend- 
ing only six hours in the 
Romania. 

The Romanian govern- 
ment, which has pegged its 
entire post-Communist for- 
eign and defence policy on 
membership of NATO and 
the European Union, is des- 


perate to seek reassurance 
from Mr. Solana that it is 
not already written out of 
the schedule for what many 
expect to be the first tier of 
admission. 

Mn Solana said the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) appreciated 
that Romania had been the 
first country to join its part- 
nership for peace pro- 
gramme to draw former 
East Bloc states towards the 
alliance’s umbrella, and its 
contribution to NATO 
peacekeeping forces in for- 
mer Yugoslavia 

“Your country was the 
first that signed the PFP and 
we will never forget that,” 
he said. 

Romania reversed a deci- 
sion not to send peacekeep- 
ing troops to neighbouring 
states and earlier this year 
sent a team of engineers to 
assist the NATO Implemen- 
tation Force (IFOR) in 
Bosnia. 

Despite that and a dramat- 
ic reshaping of its armed 
forces to integrate with 
NATO and meet require- 
ments of the Conventional 
Forces in Europe (CFE) 
treaty, Romania remains 
deeply nervous that it could 
be left behind other states 
seeking membership. 

Diplomats say Hungary, 


the Czech Republic and 
Poland are the prime candi- 
dates for early membership 
of the alliance, with possi- 
ble invitations to join as 
early as 1997 and formal 
membership from 1999. 

A stumbling block for 
Romania is the lack so far 
of treaties with Hungary, 
Ukraine and Russia setting 
aside old territorial and 
other disputes, a precondi- 
tion for NATO and EU 
membership. 

Some diplomats in Bu- 
charest fear that if Romania 
— the second largest coun- 
try in the region after 
Poland — is not drawn into 
the alliance from the first 
then NATO risks recreating 
an Eastern Europe divided 
between Catholic and Or- 
thodox Christian states sim- 
ilar to that after the breakup 
of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. 

One idea voiced by for- 
mer Prime Minister Petre 
Roman, now a leading op- 
position, is for some sort of 
half-way house for those 
not admitted to NATO r- 
the first wave, though this : 
regarded as a heresy in th 
ruling Party of Social 
Democracy (PDSR), facing 
elections this year. 
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Differing treatments 


BOTH ISRAELI Prime Minister Shimon Fere* and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat received warm wel- 
comes from U.S. President Bin Clinton last week. The 
difference b that all Mr. Arafat came back with from 
Us Washington trip were words and rhet o ric al 
statements of support from the American government 
whBe Mr. Pere s returned home having djpiid new' 
agreem en ts under which Israel will receive more 
Binds, more arms and more political snppoit from its 
arch aOy. 

The difference in treatment which the two leaders 
had in Washington will definitely reflect on the 
attitude of Israel and the Palestine National Aut h or it y 
when they start their final status negotiations ha Taba 
Sunday. 

Israel b going to the talks assuming the posture of 
the stronger party which b determined to benefit from 
the balance of power which dearly favours it in ail 
domains. The Palestinians, oa the other hand, wffi 
drive to Taba knowing that they will not be able to get 
much from Israel at this point. 

The only reason the talks are starting Sunday b 
because they have to start in onto- for Israel to appear 
as if Kb abiding by the Oslo deal. As for the PNA, tt 
needs the negotiations to commence to show its people 
that the peace talks are still on and that the peace 
process might yet result in positive a ch ievement* for 
the Palestinians. 

But nothing solid is expected to emerge from the 
talks. Nothing of the sort wffl happen before the 
Israeli elections of May 29 which Mr. Feres b doimg 
all be can to ensure that he wins. Hence fa the 
continuation of the closure of the adf-nale areas 
despite the suffering K b cuAtj hu ndreds of 
thousands of Palestinians. It seems that for Feres, for 
Arafat and for Clinton, the priority now b getting Mr. 
Feres reelected. Everything else comes next, including 
the tiffing of the dosnre and the welfare of the 
Palestinian people who have been besieged in their 
setf-ndc areas for more than two months. 

That b why the Taba talks are not going to be more 
than a ceremonial gathering that wifl abo benefit Mr. 
Fens* redaction bid because of the uncomprombing 
stand on many crucial issues with whkh Israel b 
approaching the talks. These bancs include Jeru- 
salem, refugees, Israeli settlements and even matters 
which were supposed to be resolved before the final 
status negotiations such as Israeli withdrawal from 
Hebron. 

But election times always impose their 
the political scenes of any country. The 
thing b to work towards en suri n g that thb 
changes once the elections are over. Soch a 
agendas b an imperative for the success of the final 
status tafia and the whole peace process. The bsnes at 
stake are very difficult; the road to resolving them wfS 
also be difficult. Israel must make ( Bfl ku K dedrioos 
to ensare a smooth start for a new Middle East based 
on recognition of the others’ rights and a wffl to give 
and take. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FAHD AL FANEK, a writer for A1 Ra*I daily, said a 
decision by the ruling Labour Party of Israel on deleting 
a clause in the party's election manifesto that rejected 
the idea of the creation of a Palestine state can by no 
means improve its image or those of the party leaders. 
It was under a Labour government that Israel waged war 
ou the Arab stales and occupied lands belonging to three 
Arab countries in 1967. and it was under the Labour 
Party also that Israel waged a genocide campaign 
against the people of Lebanon, said the writer. On the 
other hand, while the Likud Party is accused of adopt- 
ing hawkish policies against the Arabs, one can only 
recall that it was under the Likud that the Egypt- Israel 
peace treaty was signed; securing the withdrawal of 
Israeli farces from the Sinai, and ir was u n der die Likud 
that Israel was involved in the Madrid peace conference 
which initiated the Middle East peace process, noted the 
writer. While the Labour Party leader Shimon Feres i$ 
described as a dove and willing to reach peace with the 
Arabs, be is in fact pursuing a dangerous policy in the 
Middle East and taking a very adamant stand vis-h-vis 
Syria and Lebanon, said the writer. He said it is dear 
that only a Ukad-led government m Israel is aide to 
offer concessions to the Arabs and arrive at a final set- 
tlement of the conflict 


With the application of the new labour law, starting in 
the coming month, hopes rise that tmemptoymem rates 
in Jordan will decrease after all, said Mohammad 
Daoud, a writer for A1 Dustonr. ft is because the new 
law fixes the minimum wages of Jordanian workers and 
doses 15 occupations before the non-Jottiamans that 
one can feel guaxdedly optimistic that the Jordanian job 
seekers will finally be reduced in number, said the 
writer. But it has to be noted that the Ministry of Labour 
has this year issued 95,000 work permits to guest woric- 
ers, something which does not help the ministry much 
in finding jobs for 60,000 Jordanians, as ft bis been 
claiming once the new labour law has been enforced. 
We have beard many promises from the ministry about 
measures to reduce the number of noo-ftsrdaaian work- 
ers in the country and finding jobs for the local workers, 
nothing has materialised in the past few years, said the 
writer. It is hoped, added the writer, that the ministry 
will strictly apply the new law for the sake of safe- 
guarding Jordan's national interests. 
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Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Fight against corruption — litmus test for government 


NOW THAT the long Eid holiday is over, we could expect 
the newly appointed team to fight corruption to begin its 
task in earnest ft is not an easy job though, given the 
decades-old practices that seem to have set into the corri- 
dors of our government and public and semi-public insti- 
tutions. Furthermore, lack of commitment and seriousness 
in all past efforts has node. people automatically discount 
all talk about fighting corruption. 

In fact, whenever any reference is made to fighting cor- 
ruption, the first thing that comes to the minds of most Jor- 
danians is a simple question: How could any government 
or prime minister seriously fight corruption when many 
members of the so-called elite dob of Jordan — the 
minority which controls the majority of real wealth inside 
and outside the country — seem to be somehow linked 
with the phenomenon. 

To say the least, ordinary Jordanians are both frustrated 
and indignant about the issue. During the 1970s and 80s, 
they say, a handful of people became overnight million- 
aires through radons that could deceive no one as being 
legitimate. And then came the shock of the currency cri- 
sis of 1988/89, which raised the awareness of people that 
ghnnles of public fends that were supposed to have been 
channelled to public welfare were being rerouted to secret 
bank accounts abroad, owned by people who occupied 
government positions. 

However, the marked difference this time around is foe 
pledge that Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti has 
made, both in public and private, to root out corruption 
from among our midst The consistent focus Mr Kabariti 
has given to foe issue since assuming office in February is 
the best evidence that e liminatin g corruption is one of the 


policy priorities of his government. 

The outstanding' first step that the government hafi 
undertaken in this respect is ^appoinDB^of-a-top4evdi 
committee, headed by someone who has. one of foe clean- 


Mt Kabariti and his team should 
muster all resources of the ccrnimy ™ *e figtt agfflM cor 


ruption. whedier in terms of legist™ or o*erw«. 


"IT* UMrislation is lingering on 

mmttee, headed by someone who has one or me ueaur, It is to be recalled mat a man 
esc records in Jordan and made: up of people lroown fi if * shelves of the Upper House °£™ nn „ of parliament 

their integrity and honesty as well as dedi c ati o n to serving tti&draft law 1 , approved by the Low® 1 House 
the country. The committee is backed by a pand o? young - 1ban foar years ago, would be a xeymju 


judges, alio known for their no-nooseose approach, who 
will ensure culprits would not-~waIk away through 
some loopholes in tbe legal system. ■ 

The very individualities and .known dedication, and 
devotion of those named as key players in figbting.;cor- 
ruptiefn have given many JoidmnaiB^llope that after 
of talk in vain, then- society has taken the .first 
solid step towards being cleansed ofcoouptioo. Expecta- 
tions are high that Jordanians would nor only see those 
corrupt people who could largely be held accountable f® r 
many of the woes of foe country because of theft setf-ori- 
ented actions being brought to horde, but also.ro witness a 
marked improvement in foe way public fbndS dot spent to 
benefit tbe public. ' _ /• - 

As is usual foe case with high expectations, tbe Kabariti 
government rims a major risk here if itis not able, to deliv- 
er on its promise to eliminate corruption. Regardless of all 






any- Jordanian to 

$6 billion in bank 

not ducoonliDg the faetthat part of those funds “■» 

resentNutoneygained through legitimate 

very ""wwaing to see many others trying to 

tbe draft law found its wayto 
tom of priori ties of tbe Upper House if only »me 

influential figures in the Senate found the proposed tegi*- 

latum not exactly fitting “ 


has been languishing in foe tightly bound files of Para- 


political ‘achievements that foe government could secure, ^ 20 vemment cannot interfere with the work 

ahy feilure on its part to press ahead with the fight against . leeislat jU but it has at its disposal many ways and 

corruption and produce concrete results would weigh too ’ *~- - -* — ■ ° nA 

heavily against it in tbe balance. Simply put, people could 
not care less for politics when it comes to corruption ami 
the associated deep-rooted feeling among many Jordani- 
ans that part Of their troubles, whether in terms of unem- 


and 


ployment or poverty, stems from government corruption. 


ra ra i ns to wake up the senators from their slumber 
push the draft law through for enactment 
That will be another key litmus test for the resolve, 
de terminatio n and strength of foe government to advance 
the fight against corruption. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


‘Defence pact aims to spread 
American, Israeli influence in region’ 


Reviewed by Elia NasraOah 


IN THE local Arabic dailies, writers and 
columnists last week gave prominence to foe 
U.S. -Israeli defence pact the repercussions of 
die Israeli aggression on Lebanon, prospects 
for foe Palestinians in their quest to regain 
their legitimate rights and domestic affairs. 

A1 Dustour said in an editorial that foe new 
U.S.-Israeli alliance is bound to boost Israel's 
political and military power and encourage the 
Jewish state to launch further acts of aggres- 
sion on its neighbours. 

'With this pact, foe United Stales is giving 
land a free hand to carry out its expansionist 
plans and aggressive policies in tbe Arab 
region, something which is bound to negative- 
ly affect foe Middle East peace process, said 
foe paper. 

The new pact is bound to open foe UJS. arse- 
nals of sophisticated weapons and technology 
to foe Jewish state and does not augur well for 
the future of the Middle East. 

How can the United States retain its role as a 
Middle East peace broker by concluding a 
defence pact with the Jewish state which stin 
occupies Arab lands, in defiance of U-N. reso- 
lutions and international law? asked Ibrahim 
A1 Absi. a writer for A1 Ra'i daily. 

Concluded at the worst moment, the new 
alliance is not only a step in die wrong direc- 
tion, it also deals a heavy blow to the peace 
process and is bound to further escalate tension 
that could perpetrate the Middle East conflict, 
continued foe writer 

For die sake of preserving credibility, the 
United States could have at least refrained 
from signing foe military pact with Israel until 
die peace process has been completed and a 
comprehensive settlement has been achieved, 
he added. 

The U.S. ■ d m i iiim’griQ n most have raVfn dus 
unprecedented step in order to secure the Jew- 
ish votes for President Clinton in foe coming 
presidential elections, but, he said, this step is 
so dangerous not only to the peace process bat 
also to the future of the Arab- A me ri can rela- 
tions. 

Writing under tbe tide of “Unholy alliance", 
a cohmmisr for A1 Dustour said that the Arab 
World is raging with anger over foe U.S.- 
bracH defence pact because it is dearly aimed 
at spreading U.S.-Israeli influence in the Arab 
region. 

Coming on the heels of President Clinton's 
recent visit to Israel. Nawaf Zara said that the 
pact came as a further step to support Israel’s 
aggressive policies. 

He said that tins is an alliance for launching 
ag g ression cm the Arab Nation and another' 
move on tbe pan of the enemies of foe Arabs 
to abort any Arab move towards regaining 
legitimate rights and liberate their occupied 
lands. 

Indeed, he added, this pact constitutes yet 

another Now to the peace process and foe Arab 
countrie s that are making peace with the Jew- 
ish stare. 

The U-S.-IsraeK defe n c e pact came ahead of 
foe U-S. and Israeli general elections and was 
designed to boost foe image of ftesidemCEn- 
ton before the American Jewish votes and 
that of Sltimon Peres before foe elec- 
torate, according to Mohammad Kharroub, a 
writer for AI Ra'i. 

The pact could not have come at a worse 
time for the Arabs who are deeply divided and 
lack the minimum level of soEdarity in the 
face of the common threat represented by foe 
continued Israeli aggression, said foe writer, 

He said that the latest Israeli aggression on 
Lebanon has exposed foe impotence of foe 
Arab Nation, and foe U.S.-Israeli miEtaiy 
all i a n ce is bound to keep foe Arab countries 
divided and tmable to rise up and meet foe new 
c h a l l en ge, let alone deter Israel’s continued 


Fahd.Al F&nek, a writer for Al Ra’i, 
exprcs&d foe view that tie cease fire arrange- 
ment in Lebanon was a temporary halt to tie 
fighting which; he said, would soon flare up 


Inno « there is no permanent solution to 


the Lebanese question and Israel continues to 
occupy parts of Lebanon and as long as foreign 
forces and mflitias continue to wield power 
over that country, there can be no peace at all 
according to die writer.' 

He said that the 1993 ceasefire arrangement 
that pnt an end to fighting between Hizbollah 
and Israel did not hold, nor did it prevent inter- 
mittent flare ups of exchanged shelling across 
the border. ' 

Tbe U.S. came up with this temporary 
arrangement, said foe writer, after realising its 
total failure in handling the crisis and in order 
to save face before die wodd. 

He noted that tbe ceasefire arrangement 
keeps the door open for any future develop- 
ments. 

The operation “Grapes of wrath" has met 
wito.total failure, with Israel unable to achieve 
its objectives in Lebanon, said Yasser Zaatreh, 
a columnist for Al Dustonr. 

Indeed the Hizbollah resistance group 
achieved success by securing a written state- 
ment signed by the Americans and tile Israelis 
admitting that the Lebanese resistance against 
occupation is a legitimate right, he said. 

On tbe domestic front, foe Hizbollah group 
won overwhelming support from the various 
Lebanese factions, from the government in 
Beirut and from Damascus which adhered to 
its position in support of tbe Lebanese people’s 
rights, added the writer 

Furthermore, he said, die Israeli aggression 
on the defenceless Lebanese has exposed 
Israel’s ugly face to tbe whole wodd. 

Samir Qtami, a writer for Al Ra’i, decried 
the stand of foe Arab League and that of foe 
wodd community vis-i-vis foe Israeli aggres- 
sion on the Lebanese. 

He said that instead of de m an din g that Israel 
pull out from Lebanon, in implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 425. the 
world community and die United Nations were 
even unable to condemn Israel’s aggression 
and its continued defiance of tbe international 
law. 

Being a member of the Arab League, 
Lebanon is entitled to get support and protec- 
tion from its sister Arab states, in foe face of 
external aggression, and entitled to a meeting 
by tbe Arab League to decide on measures to 
deter Israel, but the unfortunate people in south 
Lebanon have been left alone feeing the geno- 
cide and die Israeli barbaric attacks by 
sea and air. said the writer: 

He said had there been an amide on farad or 
its embassies abroad, the whole wodd, includ- 
ing the Arab League, would have raised die 

hue and cry. 

The latest Israeli aggression on Lebanon, 
said a writer for Al Dustour. has proved again 
that the Middle East is still far off from politi- 
cal or economic stability or security and peace. 

ThherAdwan said tbe aggression has proved 
that unless a comprehensive settlement has 
been achieved, oeifoer the Anb countries nor 
Israel can enjoy retd peace, nor can they direct 
their attention towards reconstruction and 
development 

He said that the Israeli war on Lebanon was 
also a war on prospects of regional invest- 
ments and a war on peace. But. be noted, while 
Israel enjoys access to continued U.S. and 
Zionist financial ad, foe Arab commies are not 
in a position to finance even tbe reconstruction 
of foe houses devastated in Lebanon fay foe 
Israeli aggression. 

A writer for Al Dustour attacked a Palestine 
National Council's decision to scrap clauses in 
foe Palestinian Charter calling for foe destruc- 
tion of Israel before securing commitments on 
the part of the Jewish state to cany out its pare 
of the bargain included in the Oslo agreements. 

Naji AJloush said that tbe council’s decision 
was taken under Israeli coercion, that it was 
fenced on die Palestinians while the Israeli 
occupation is still in plac&and that it was taken 
while Israel ft involved in a barbaric war 
against foe Lebanese people. 

The writer said that foe council had no right 
. to decide on issues dfreedy connected with the 
future of the Palestinian homeland and sover- 
eignty. 


‘Grapes of Wrath’ — who 
won, who lost? 


By G. H. Jansen 


THERE IS a certain small and unusual sat- 
isfaction in trying to answer feat question 
because, by and large, foe good guys won 
and foe bad gays lost Even though the bad- 
dies may think they have won. 

The losers are Israel and its Prime Minis- 
ter S himo n Feres, and foe U.S.; in sheer 
human and material terms,’ Lebanon; 
morally, the FLO, which advanced its 
negotiations with Israel at a time the other 
Arabs were condemning it 

The winners are the Hizbollah militia, 
Syria and its Resident Hafez Al Assad; the 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri; 
and France. 

Israel is a loser because, quite simply, it 
failed to achieve its stated goal which was 
to hurt, damage and control Hizbollah so 
that. in future it would not be able to fire .. 
- Katyusha -rockets into Isaeli population 
centres iu northeiijj3alilee. But Hizbollah 
remains intact and it can and will resume its' 
attacks on foe Israeli occupation zone and 
would resume rocketing if that served its 
politico-mOkaiy purposes. 

Tbe Israeli plan was to expel foe Hitixd- 
lah fighters from sooth Lebanon, to drive 
them out and then to isolate them from foe 
local population — that is drying up the 
water of foe civilian populace in which the 
guerrilla fish swam. Instead, and perhaps 
because of then patriotism and Shiite faith, 
foe Hizbollah figh ara did not run away but 
stayed put. In feet, they had the last word 
on the military plane, because when the 
Israelis ceased fire, half an hour before foe 
deadline, the Hizbollah Kkyoshas contin- 
ues up to two minutes before the deadline. 
The local people, admiring the guerrillas’ 
determination and courage, refused to turn 
their backs on foe fighters who became 
even more enthusiastically accepted by foe 
local society. 

Hizbollah, it is now admitted, is 
Lebanon’s “national resistance", stronger, 
better organised, more admired than even 
before. A resounefing defeat far IsraeL 

Israel’s undeserved military re p i ratT o n 
was Mown to bits when, through what 
Israel said was “human error," or perhaps 
through deliberate targeting, 120 civilian 
refugees wore slaughtered at the U.N. head- 
quarters in the village of Cana Israeli 
claims, to “surgical strikes” and “pinpoint 
accuracy” of their targeting have become 
bad jokes. 

Another defeat for Israel is that whereas 
there was a division in the Lebanese popu- 
lace, with some Maromte Christian< look- 
ing in friendship and admiration to Israel as 
tbe only non-McsHm force in tbe area, even 
they now hate Israel for foe brutal and 
destructive methods used to assault Hizbol- 
lah in Lebanon. 

Shimon Fezes has failed because even his 
supporter* in Israel atom that he started 
“Grapes of Wrath” not in order to defend 
his country or to save tbe lives of its people, 
bur in order to improve his chances in foe 
fonitooming election for primp 
and his party’s prospects in the parliamen- 
tary po)L 

He was trying to show bis prowess as a 
solfoet; as a military man, hot 16 days of 
conflict showed that be was not even good 
at playing at sokfiers. And all foe more so 
when foe Hizbollah enemy was left intact 
and for the first time was given tire right in 

wntrog to attack Israeli soltfiers. 

ThelLS. lost because its behaviour con- 
firmed; orceagam, to foe Arabs that Amer - 

r^astteperaanent enemy of foe Arab 


propte sad foe wfflipg, subservient servant 
of the Amentan Zionist lobby. This was 

rarnhseiCMl wLm T t 


raftassed when Israel insist 
^ , U ^- should draw np thi 


arclnde France which was more even hand- 


ed. An attempt which foiled. 

LookM at realistically now after “Granes 

S12? 8111 ” ***? ^oo-obetfieni U.S.rSrak 
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idem Yasser Arafat and the PLO because one of 
the reasons Israel launched “Grapes of Wrath” 
was m avenge tbe 59 Israelis killed by Palestin- 
ian Islamist bombers in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
so I Lebanese were punished for Arafat’s fail- 
ure to control bis Islamists. Arabs who sat on the 
sidelines and twiddled their thumbs while 
Lebanon suffered also lost popular credibility. 
Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak jure about 
saved his skin when, belatedly, be described the 
Israeli aggression as an “unforgivable sin.” 

Tbe winners? 

All too obviously Lebanon suffered grievous 
material damage from tbe Israeli attack, estimat- 
ed in total at $500 million. It is that damage that 
has united and enraged the Lebanese. 

Though Syria, its President Assad and 
Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri are among foe 
winners on foe political plane bat they can also 
be counted among foe losers because they tried 
_and failed to get into the ceasefire “understand- 
ing” any reaffirmation of Security Council Res- 
olution - 425 winch calls on Israel to get out of 
’ southern Lebanon. • ■’ 

Thus. Hizbollah is saying it will continue to 
attack Israeli soldiers — as they have the right to 
do under the ceasefire — until Israel withdraws. 

That apart. Syria and Assad are clear winners 
as even foe Israelis and Americans ruefully 
admiL ft was the Syrian president who “ran" the 
political side of tbe ceasefire negotiations 
which is why the really crucial talks were held 
in Damascus. And why Assad was sufficiently 
assured of his position to snub U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, allegedly refusing to 
see him when he arrived tinny minutes late for 
an appointment in the Syrian capital (but in real- 
ity to force tiie UJS. to negotiate with Lebanon 
directly). 

ft was Syria which advised and encouraged 
Hizbollah not to give in and also allowed Tran to 
resupply Hizbollah with Katyushas mid-way in 
the 16-day onslanghL And Syria compelled 
Hizbollah to agree to a ceasefire when Assad’s 
terms for a ceasefire were conceded by Israel 

The Lebanese prime minister has also done 
well out of “Grapes of Wrath" for while he was 
much criticised and castigated before the opera- 
tion was launched, after 16 days of conflict he 
became a recognised and respected national 
leader; By travelling around the region be rallied 
theArabs behind Lebanon and presented tds 
contmy’s case vety ably on worldwide satellite 
television. He has just enough of a grasp of Eng- 
lish to be an effective international spokesman. 

When the “understanding" was agreed be was 

able to say ro Israel: *T told you that using force 

was usele ss and now I have been proven right.” 
Few prime ministers can say that at the end of a 
n nliia ry camp aign 

His particular achievement was to get Israel to 

agree not to arrack infrastructural targets in 
future, many of them rebuilt under his post-war 
rcconanicnon programme. One can safely pre- 
set that earlier criticisms of Hariri as prime 
““ister haw been set aside and that he will 
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Peres wins foreign 
support, but fails 
to convince voters 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Peres on Thursday, saying bis 
Minister Sbimon Peres has election victory would be 
won international endorse- “essential” for the peace mo- 
ment in his bid to stay in cess, 
power but is struggling to * In the middle of Israel’s 
convince voters at home with assault on Lebanon which 
less than four weeks to go to cost nearly 200 Arab lives 
Israel’s general election. Palestinian leader Yasser 

Opinion polls on Friday Arafat had anti- Israeli 
showed the Labour premier clauses erased from the 
with a narrow lead of be- Palestinian charter, 
tween three and seven points While robbing Likud of 
over his rival Benjamin what was a potential election 
Netanyahu, leader of the weapon against Mr. Peres, 
opposition right-wing Likud Mr. Arafat has also thrown in 
.Party. his -influence among Israel's 

For the first time, Israel is Arabs who account for 13 per 
to hold direct elections to cent of the electorate, 
choose its prime minister on David Levy, -the Likud 
May 29. Tbe right and left- number two and a former 
wing blocs are running neck- foreign minister, accused 
and- neck in a separate race Labour on Friday of seeking 
for parliamentary seats, to win Israeli votes with the 


Jordan limes, Saturday, May 4, 1996, 


according to the polls. 


support of foreign leaders, 


Despite a triumphant U.S. saying the ploy would fail, 
visit, an end to HaboUah. Of Moroccan origin bim- 
rocket attacks on Israel, .and self, Mr. Levy criticised the 
the Palestinian vote to scrap king’s interference in the 
articles in its charter calling election campaign, 
for the Jewish state's destruc- The war in Lebanon, 
non, Peres has not left his although it did not cost a 
challenger trailing by far. single Israeli life, also foiled 
“If Labour doesn't get its to convince the Israeli public 
act together, it risks losing dial Mr. Peres has overcome 
the elections,” warned Shlo- his Achilles’ heel: security. 


mo Lahat, a campaign official 
for the party. 

But Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak, campaign manager 


Opinion polls still give Mr. 
Netanyahu higher marks on 
“the fight against terrorism,” 
a bad sign at a time when 


for Mr. Peres, is confident security chiefs are warning of 
that assault against Hizbol- more attacks by Palestinian 
lah, the military cooperation militants, 
accords signed in Washing- 
ton, and the PLO vote will all Bnt an aide to Mr. Peres 
pay dividends soon. said the Israeli leader was 


“This last week was one of "ever fooled by the 15-20 per 
the best for Shimon Peres. cent he held over Mr. 
It’s true that the opinion polls Netanyahu after the assas- 
don’t reflect that., but it will sination in November of his 
all have an impact in the predecessor Yitzhak Rabin. 


coming days. 


The prime minister knew 


Mr. Peres in Washington all along the contest would be 
last week won outright sup- tight, as has almost always* 
port from U.S. President Bill been the case in past elec- 
Gmion,. whose "country is the tions because of the almost 
chief sponsor of the Middle equal left-right divide in 
East peace, process which Israeli society. 

Likud opposes. Mr. Clinton .. “Mr Peres is convinced, 
is a hi ghl y popular figure in tike he was before, that 
Israel. the elections will be decided 

King Hassan Q of Morocco* b Y ^ tens of thousands of 
alcn cast his vote for Mr. votes,” the aide said. 

, ~ ' • 1 '■ "*■ * " ■ 1 •’ 

Neighbours implicate 

Afghanistan in drugs 


TASHKENT (AFP) — 
Afghanistan on ' Friday was 
accused by international spe- 
cialists gathered in the Uzbek 
capital Tashkent of being be- 
hind a rise in drug trafficking 
in central Asia. 

"It is with drug money that 
the various Afghan factions 
.purchase .their weapons.” 
said Uzbek President Islam 
.Karimov at the beginning of a 
two-day meeting here. 

' He added that the United. 
Nations should impose a 
Weapons embargo against 
Afghanistan, which, he 
charged, was using its border 
with" Tajikistan as a transit 
point for the smuggling of 
opium and cannabis. 

- "Jn 1995. 1 ,3(Xk kilogram- 
mes of drugs were seized, and 
.600 additional kilos were 
‘seized in the first three 
months of this year.” he said. 

Uzbek Foreign Minister 
Abdul Aziz Kamilov esti- 
mated that drug trafficking 


Greece to 

modernise military 


XANTHI (AFP) — Greece 
plans to modernise its army 
and purchase modern 
-weaponry. Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis announced (Hi 
Friday in a speech marked by 
angry outbursts against Tur- 
key. 

“I have asked that the 
financing of a programme to 
modernise and revamp the 
army's weaponry be studied 
and I would like this to pro- 
.ceed as quickly as possible," 
Mr. Simitis said in a speech 
before the army's fourth 
corps in this town located ia 
the northern province of 
"Thrace. The prime minister 
was hereon the Second leg of 


a three-day trip. 

Mr. Simitis said Greece 
must adopt a strategy, based 
on “legality and a strong de- 
fence” when dealing with 
Turkey. 

The two countries --jAlhes 
in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation — have been at 
loggerheads in recent! 
months, notably over a dis- 
puted islet in the Aegean. 
Sea. 

“After taking over our sea 
and air, they now want Greek; 
territory,” Mr. Simitis said, 
adding that in the face of 
what he called “Turkey’s ex- 
pansionist stand, the answer 
is dear. Greece must be 
strong.” 


47,000 weapons seized since 1993 in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian police have confiscated nearly 
47,000 weapons in their fight against Muslim militants over 
the last three years, including artillery pieces and anti- 
aircraft rockets, the government daily AI Ahnun reported 
Friday, Since 1993, police have seized a total of 46,950 
weapons and 4,377 kilogrammes of TNT, the paper said. 
Most of the weapons were locally-made rifles, but also 
included 7,228 automatic and semi-automatic guns, 5,951 
pistols and 490 artillery pieces. Apart from the TNT, 382 
hand grenades, 17 anti-aircraft missile and two launchers 
were also found. 


Politicians turn away from enslaved Indian children 


By Sonali Verma 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — Vijay 
Ram looks a lot like any 
other nine-year-old Indian 
boy — scrawny, short- 
haired and clad in tight 
trousers. The only way you 
can tell he is different is by 
his dazed expression. 

Ram was stolen from his 
village home in northern 
India when he was six years 
old by the owner of a carpet 
loom, who valued the 
child’s nimble fingers that 
could tie fine knots in pre- 
cious indian carpets. 

“When I said I was tired, 
he would pour hot water 
over me or suspend me over 
a well until I said 1 was 
ready to work,” Ram told a 
recent news conference, 
staring into the distance. 
“He would make me work 
even when 1 vomited blood 


and never gave me medi- 
cine.” 

Ram i$ one of the tens of 

milli ons of Indian children 

who work in factories and 
mills instead of going to 
schooL India is home to the 
world’s largest workforce 
of children. 

But child labour is not 
seen as an election issue as 
rhetoric files fast and thick 
before polls in April and 
May. 

The labour ministry says 
1 8 million children are 
enslaved as labourers, but 
child’s rights activists say 
there are some 60 million 
poor children working in 
dangerous industries like 
matcb-maldng, quarrying, 
tanning, bangle-making, 
carpet-weaving, brick kilns 
and fireworks factories. 

Swami Agnivesh, a saf- 
fton-clad Hindu holy man 
who beads the Bandfrua 


Mukti Morcha (Bondage 
Labour Liberation Front) 
says, loom-owners buy chil- 
dren for as little as 50 
rupees ($1.55). 

India officially prohibited 
the employment of children 
under 14 years in 1948 and, 
in 1986, banned 17 indus- 
tries considered hazardous 
from employing children 
above 14. 

Politicians seem content 
to look the other way rather 
than risk losing the favour 
of industrialists and house- 
holds that employ children, 
who cannot vote until the 
age of 18. 

Few parties mention child 
labour in their manifesto, 
which rather focus on 
checking co rrup tion and 
artarlring Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao’s eco- 
nomic liberalisation policy. 

The leftist Samajwadi 
Party mentions children 


under its labour policy but 
says only that it will intro- 
duce strict laws to stop cru- 
elty and injustice against 
children, and will seriously 
consider measures to 
counter malnutrition. 

India has in recent years 
rejected western efforts to 
link labour standards to 
global trade benefits, wide- 
ly seen as a western ploy to 
deprive Iodia of a valuable 
cost advantage. 

Activists say about 12 
million children work in 
carpet factories alone in 
India, Nepal and Pakistan. 
About 80 per cent of India’s 
child labourers work on 
farms and in roadside tea 
stalls, working to repay par- 
ents’ debts to rural loan 
sharks. 

Working children are 
common not only in remote 
comers of rural India but 
also in the homes of educat- 


ed, affluent, urban families, 
where children aged 10 
years and over are hired to 
code, clean and serve their 
employers' children. 

“It's good for both of us,” 
says a lawyer’s wife in her 
home in a posh southern 
Delhi suburb, gesturing 
towards her kitchen where a 
13-year-old boy is cooking. 
“He is willing to work and 
learns quickly, and be earns 
a reasonable amount of 
money too ” 

“An experienced cook 
would want more money. 
And children are so honest, 
so innocent” 

Prime Minister Rao has in 
recent years introduced 
schemes to draw children 
into school, including offer- 
ing to pay parents to edu- 
cate their children and dol- 
ing out meals in schools. 

But observers say Rao’s 
pledge to stamp out child 


labour in dangerous indus- 
tries by die year 2000 
seems far fetched as par- 
ents, swamped by poverty, 
continue to sell their chil- 
dren into slavery across the 
sprawling nation. 

Seven-year-old Tunnu 
says Ins father, a farm 
worker, sent him with a fac- 
tory-owner wbo promised 
the boy would be given 
food and a regular income 
in exchange for eight hours 
of labour daily. 

But the owner of the car- 
pet mill, where Tunnu knot- 
ted yam from the crack of 
dawn till past midnight, 
paid the email , thin boy 
only 100 rupees ($2.90) for 
eight months of labour. . 

“He used to beat me when 
1 said 1 was tired,” Tunnu 
l said. “And they only let us 
bathe once a month — all 
the children were given one 
cake of soap to share” 


France’s Lyon seeks world map spot from G7 summit 


By Francois Raitberger 
Reuter 

LYON, France — France’s 
second city Lyon, eager to 
regain the international 
prestige h enjoyed as a 
mediaeval trading centre, 
has landed a jackpot of 
sorts — hosting this year's 
annual group of seven sum- 
mit 

Elated city officials could 
not dream of a better 
chance of putting Lyon on 
the map than welcoming 
the leaders of the world’s 
wealthiest industrial 
democracies with their 
expected escort of 2,800 
reporters and camera crews. 

“This is a formidable 
opportunity to show off 
Lyon to the world,” said 
Deputy Mayor Andre 
Soulier. 

The June 27-29 summit 
on the bank of the River 
Rhone will bring together 
the leaders of the United 
States, -''Japm.Germany, 
Britain, Italy, Canada and 
France, with Russia joining 
the last day. 

Lyon, a thriving city of 


12 million geared to the 
future but still nostalgic 
about its past as the Roman 
capital of Gaul and a major 
Renaissance trading centre, 
could do with a bit of 
international publicity. 

Its main exposure in for- 
eign media has been the 
undignified demise of its 
former mayor, Michel Noir, 
in a graft case symbolising 
high living by French 
politicians at the expense of 
business in the 1980s. 

Mr. Noir, a former trade 
minis ter with presidential 
ambitions, was given an 18- 
month suspended prison 
term last January for taking 
illicit gifts and campaign 
ftmds_from his flamboyant 
businessman son-in-law 
Pierre Bottom 

Playing host to the sum- 
mit due to focus on die fight 
against unemployment will 
be the current Mayor Ray- 
mond Bane, prime minister 
.from 1976 to 1981 and 
hailed by then President 
Valery Giscatd (TEstamg as 
“Fiance’s best economist”. 

Political sources say the 
G7 summit was President 


Jacques Chirac's gift to Mr. 
Bane in return for backing 
him in last year's race for 
the French presidency. 

France has hosted three 
previous G7 summits, the 
very first one in the seclu- 
sion of a hunting chateau at 
Rambouillet in 1975, a 
spectacular one in Louis 
XTV’s Versailles Palace in 
1982, and a gala event in 
Paris in 1989, coinciding 
with die bicentennial of the 
French revolution. 

This year’s summit will 
be the biggest international 
event ever organised in the 
Lyon region, although Mr. 
Chirac wants it to be a more 
modest gathering than 
recent G7s. 

Local officials, awed by 
the size of the gathering, 
trust the elegant dry strad- 
dling the rivers Rhone and 
Saone has the assets to 
make it a success. 

It boasts a sprawling 
riverside congress centre 
overlooking a public park 
and ibse 'garden, good com- 
munications, and, last but 
not least, a reputation as a 
centre for gastronomy. 


The dty boasts some of 
France’s gourmet temples, 
including the . three-star 
restaurant of master chef 
Paul Bocuse. Locals joke 
that a third river irrigates 
Lyon — Beaujolais wine, 
flowing freely from the 
hills to the north. 

Officials say Mr. Chirac 
intends to put his relaxed 
mar ie oo the summit. 
Besides walking lunches in 
the Tete d’Or Park, he plans 
to take his guests for a beer 
in the picturesque Renais- 
sance quarter and a down- 
town restaurant dinn er. 

The race is hot among 
Lyon’s chefs to win his 
favour. 

As French people grum- 
ble through an economic 
slowdown, tax rises and a 
tightening of the indebted 
welfare system, the presi- 
dent wants to make the 
summit a simple, low-cost 
occasion, bucking the trend 
of G7 extravaganzas. 

Organisers plan to- make 
maximum use x>f existing 
buddings, with only ' a few 
purpose-built temporary 
facilities. But they say it is 


hard to persuade partici- 
pants to keep delegation 
numbers down to the level 
of last year’s meeting in 
Halifax, Canada. 

The heads of state and 
government will meet at the 
museum of contemporary 
art, a square white building 
beside the Rhone, near the 
headquarters of the world 
police agency Interpol. 

The image local' officials 
hope to convey is that of a 
city firmly established as 
France’s second economic 
centre at the hub of a net- 
work of motorways and 
high-speed trains between 
northern and southern 
Europe. 

Lyon is strategically 
located on the main north- 
south axis to the Mediter- 
ranean. Sleek TGV trains 
race there ai 300 kph in just 
two hours from Paris, with 
a branch fine bypassing the 
dty to serve a futuristic 
railway station beneath 
; Lyotfs Satolas international 
s airport- -' •- - 

’ Work is under way' 7 !© 
extend the TGV line to 
Marseille and Barcelona, 


and an ambitious plan to 
dig a 54-km tunnel under 
the Alps would put Lyon 80 
minutes from T urin. 

A new motorway bypass- 
ing the dty centre has all 
but eliminated a motorists’ 
nightmare of a huge bottle- 
heck that used to mar their 
holiday rush to the Riviera 
and Spain. 

1 To engrave Lyon’s image 
as an international centre in 
the minds of its youngest 
citizens, food specialities of 
G7 nations are being served 
in school canteens to mark 
each country’s traditional 
children's festivals. 

American, Canadian and 
British dishes graced Hal- 
loween in November, Ger- 
man cuisine was served on 
Saint Nicolas’s day in 
December and Italian spe- 
cialities marked Befana in 
January. 

This month, . Lyon’s 
schoolchildren will cele- 
brate Japan’s Hina Mats mi 
by eating Japanese food 
with chopsticks. 


nets dealers up to $500 billion 
a year. According to the 
United Nations, the five for- 
mer Soviet republics in 
Central Asia also have illegal 
opium poppy fields being, 
cultivated on their soil. 

“The total area under illicit 
opium poppy cultivation is 
estimated at around 2.000 
hectares capable of produo 
ing more than 30 tonnes of 
iopium.”- according to a U.N. 
report."Cannabis grows wild 
IdMHhcre across central Asia, 
ibut most extensively on ab- 
out 170.000 hectares in the 
•Chu Valley, shared by 
Kazakhstan" and Kyrgyz- 
stan." 

The foreign ministers of 
Kazakhstan. Uzbekistan. Ta- 
jikistan. Kyrgyzstan and 
Turkmenistan are to sign dur- 
ing their unprecedented 
meeting here a memorandum 
to coordinate their efforts in 
(battling the- drug problem. 


Ferret lovers want cuddly pets legalised 


By Leonard Novarro 
Reuier 

SAN DIEGO — Nervous 
eyes look towazds the door 
as two knocks signal anoth- 
er arrival. The door opens 
and a woman in her 30s, 
hiding something beneath 
her jacket, sticks her head 
into die cramped bade 
room, where men and 
women are huddled around 
a table. 

“Is this the ferret meet- 
ing?” she asks. She is told 
yes and enters with her con- 
traband, a two-year-old 
female ferret wbo joins 
three more of its kind and 
two dozen humans at anoth- 
er meeting of Ferrets 
Anonymous. 

Members — some with 
their pets — meet monthly 
in this southern California 
seaport city to discuss their 
animals’ diets, shedding, 
matchmaking , sleeping 
habits and ailments. But the 


chief reason they get 
together is to change the 
law. Ferret ownership is 
illegal in only two states in 
America, California and 
Hawaii. 

Often described as across 
between a kitten and a two- 
year-old child, die cuddl y 
and playful fany-faced ani- 
mal, with its long body and 
pointy tail, may be popular 
in other states as a house 
pet and prized in Europe 
and Canada as a hunter of 
rodents and rabbits, fait in 
California it as feared as the 
plague by fish and game 
officials. 

They argue that Califor- 
nia’s size and benevolent 
climate afford too many 
opportunities for non- 
native wildlife to prolifer- 
ate and upset the natural 
food chain by competing 
with indigenous animal 
populations. They also fear 
the introduction of new ani- 
mal diseases. 


As a consequence, any- 
one caught in the state with 
a ferret faces up to a $2,000 
fine the animals are confis- 
cated and euthanised or 
ordered out of state. 

Ferret owners say the fish 
and game argument is 
bogus. 

‘They don’t have very 
good survival skills,” says 
Pal Wright, president of 
Ferrets Anonymous and 
owner of three ferrets 
named Rocky, Gonzo and 
■Daisy. “There’s also the 
argument that they’ll attack 
poultry, but the poultry 
industry is on record as sup- 
porting legalisation.” 

Ron Jurek, a biologist 
with the California Fish and 
Game Department, dis- 
agrees. “Anybody who says 
ferrets are not predatory is 
not willing to accept reali- 
ty,” said Mr. Jurek. “They 
have a broad feeding range 
of birds and mammals on 
the ground, and they would 


feed on practically anything 
they could hunt and catch.” 
Mr. Jurek said an isolated 
place like Catalina Island, 
off the coast of southern 
California, could easily be 
overrun by abandoned or 
runaway ferrets. 

In addition, according to 
Kevin Reilly, a veterinarian 
with the state division of 
communicable diseases, 
“there’s evidence these crit- 
ters will attack infants in 
their playpens or cribs. We 
don’t know what triggers 
that It’s fairly unusual, but 
not predictable.” 

Owners like Sally Staitoo. 
and Cynthia, a 20-year-old 
college student who would 
not give her last name, say 
there is little to fear from 
the naturally inquisitive 
creatures who prefer to 
spend their time clowning 
around, getting into things, 
burrowing, digging, 
scratching and- — what else 
— ferreting. 


“You can sit and watch 
them for hours. I think the 
reason they’re illegal is that 
people don’t really know 
what they’re like,” said 
Cynthia. 

“We’re trying to educate 
the public they’re not the 
nasty little beasts that fish 
and game says they are,” 
added Ms. Staitoo. 

The group holds periodic 
rallies, with members car- 
rying signs reading “Ferret 
freedom” and wearing T- 
shirts proclaiming “Ferrets 
are more fun” and “Ferrets, 
the original party animal ." 

Members are in the midst 
of statewide petition drive 
to have the California Fish 
and Game Commission 
declare ferrets, known by 
their species name as 
mustela putorius furo, a 
domestic and legal animal. 
Two previous attempts to 
introduce bills in the state 
legislature failed. 

Meanwhile, ferret . 


fanciers are growing 
throughout the state. The 
group, a little more than 
two years old, has 2,000 
members statewide and 17 
chapters, compared to five 
only a year ago. Even 
politicians are wooing (hem 
for support. 

San Diego community 
college board candidate 
Edmund Soiman found out 
just how tenuous that can 
be, after discussing his can- 
didacy for 15 minutes, then 
stepping on one of Mr. 
Wright’s ferrets ' as he 
leaned forward to hand out 
his business cards. 

“That’s one vote yoo 
lost,” quipped* Mr. Wright, 
as his pet ferret Rocky let 
out a squeal and scurried 
into a comer, more hum- 
bled than hurt. 


Israel delays Hebron pullout U.N. finds Cana attack deliberate 


(Continued from page 1) 

March but was postponed af- 
ter a spate of militant suicide 
-bombings In Israel killed 
around 60 people. 

Hebron is the major West 
Bank town still under Israeli 
control, with seven others as 
well as the Gaza Strip having 
been handed over to Palesti- 
nian control. 

Mr. Peres is haunted by 
fear that any attack could 
wreck his ruling Labour Par- 
ty’s chances of keeping in 
power by swinging public 
Opinion to the right. 

“The date is not yet set 
because Israel still has to 
coordinate the redeployment 
with the heads of Palestinian 
security,” said Mr. Peres’ 
spokeswoman, Aliza Goren. 

“This coordination is parti- 
cularly needed in a town like 
Hebron because of the pre- 
sence of Arab and Jewish 
extremists which turns it into 
a powderkeg,” Deputy De- 
fence Minister Ori Ore said. 

Tensions run high in Heb- 


ron where 400 settlers he&vily 
guarded by Israeli troops live 
in the centre of 120s,000 
Palestinians. The nearby set- 
tlement of Kiryat Arba is also 
home to several thousand 
more Jews. 

Mr. Ore said the new delay 
to the redeployment was 
“solely motivated by security 
reasons linked to the elec- 
tions.” However, if the right- 
wing wins the polls, the rede- 
ployment may never take 
place. 

“The security reasons are 
only a pretext. In fact Peres is 
giving in to pressure from the 
,■ right-wing and settlers,” 
charged Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid, from the 
; Labour's left-wing coalition 
. partner Meretz. 

Settlers have held angry 
protests against the redeploy- 
ment which they say will 
leave them vulnerable, and 
on Wednesday a Jew was 
. stabbed and seriously wound- 
ed by "a Palestinian in the 
centre of the town. 


(Contained from page 1) 


sponded to the further ques- 
tions from Gen. Kappen,‘ 
possibly as early as Monday, 
a U.N. spokesman said. 

The attack on the U.N. 
compound caused interna- 
tional outrage and led to 
stepped up efforts to end 
Israel's assault aimed at 
silencing the Hizbollah rock- 
ets. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher bro- 
kered a ceasefire which came 
into effect last! Saturday after 
16 days of fighting which cost 
more than 170 lives, mainly 
civilians. 

Lebanon will issue a stamp 
commemorating the “mas- 
sacre at Cana,” the Lebanese 
government announced. 

“the council of ministers' 
agreed to issue a memorial 
stamp for the massacre at* 
Cana...” Information Minis- 
ter Farid Makari said after a 
late-night cabinet meeting on 
Thursday. 

The government also plans 


to build a museum and monu- 
ment to Israel’s 1 8- year-old 
occupation of part of South 
Lebanon and to all incidents 
of Israeli violence against 
Lebanon, he said. 

The monument and 
museum will be built in the 
southern suburbs of Beirut 
which Israeli aircraft attacked 
five times during the massive 
April 11-27 blitz on Lebanon. 

Former Lebanese Prime 
Minister General Michel 
Aoun accused Syria on Fri- 
day of failing to come to the 
rescue of Lebanon under 
their defence accord during 
Israel’s onslaught against 
Hizbollah. 

“It would be better if the' 
Syrian army withdrew (from 
Lebanon) today," the exiled 
Christian leader told the 
Arabic ’newspaper AI Hayat. 

“What happened to the 
(1991) Lebanese-Syrian de- 
fence accord?” asked Gen. 
Aoun. 


U.S. to follow up visits 

(Continued from page I) 


former Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee chairman. - 
The accord would ensure 
Israel of critical weapons 
shipments in the event of an 
Arab attack and of intelli- 
gence and other military 
cooperation along the lines* 
the United States provides to 
its NATO allies in Europe. 

“We do not ask for Amer- 
ican soldiers to come and 
defend our Israel,” Mr. Peres 
said during his visit. But the 
“technicians”. that could be . 
sent to the Golden Heights if 
the 1 ,220-square-kilometre 
plateau is relinquished to 
Syria in a peace treaty still ; 
would bring U.S. personnel 
into a tense border region. 

Mr. Arafat, meanwhile, is 
just starting to establish ties 
to die United States. But the 
agreement he reached with 
Mr. Clinton to “regularise 
our contacts with them,” as a 
senior U.S. official said. 
Thursday, is a significant step 
toward a U.S. relationship, 


with an entity that has not 
even readied the status of 
statehood. 

A joint U.S.-Palestinian 
commission would look into 
the economic needs of the 
Palestinians, including collec- 
tion of nearly $2 billion in 
promised international aid, 
and could give Mr. Arafat 
more leverage to persuade 
Israel to reverse its border 
closings so Palestinians can 
get to their jobs. 

Mr. Arafat on Wednesday 
accused Israel of imposing “a 
very serious economic, siege” 
by dosing the border after 
Palestinians set off bombs in 
Jerusalem, tel Aviv and" 
Ashketon. 

Hie Palestinians will be 
seeking statehood m the talks 
opening Sunday with Israel in 
Tabs, but at this stage file 
Clinton administration is not 
using a commission to estab- 
lish diplomatic ties, another 
senior U.S. official said 
Thursday. 
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Saudi trade minister calls 

5 

for smooth WTO accession 


GENEVA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
called Thursday for a smooth 
accession to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) to help 
diversify its heavily oil-de- 
pendent economy, officials 
said. 

But- some trading 
countries, while supporting 
Riyadh’s application, 
expressed concern that 
economic diversification 
should not come at the 
expense of higher tariffs, 
they added. - 

In a speech. Commerce 
Minister Osamah Bin'Jaafar 
Bin Ibrahim Faqih also hinted 
the oil giant wanted to join 
on favourable terms granted 
tu developing countries, ac- 


cording to trade sources who 
attended the closed-door talks 
at WTO headquarters. 


It was the first meeting of 
the WTO working party 
which will negotiate Saudi 
Arabia's terms of entry to die 
120-member body. The 
process is expected to take at 
least a year. 

Riyadh _ hopes that! 
joining the Geneva-based 
watchdog will help clear 
■barriers to exports of its 
pc tro- chemicals, mainly to 
Europe and the United States, 
according to a Saudi 
diplomat. 

Mr. Faqih. who is heading 
a delegation of 21 officials at 


the two-day talks, declined to 
release the text of his speech. 

"He said Saudi Arabia was 
hoping for a smooth acces- 
sion/one trade source told 
Reuters. "He said that eco- 
nomic diversification was vi- 
tal to their economy.” 


Saudi Arabia's non-oil 
manufacturing sector is still 

only a small pan of its 
economy, according to the 
commerce minister. 


Saadi Arabia applied in 
July 1993 to the WTO's 
predecessor body, the General 
session:"lt is evident that 
Saudi Arabia is very welcome 
in this insdnidon." 

Mamoun Kurdi. Saudi 


undersecretary for foreign 
affairs, is also taking part in 
the WTO talks. 

'It is important. It is a 
question of marketing our 
petrochemicals which face a 
lot of trade restrictions in 
various European countries as 
well as in the United States,” 
one Saadi diplomat told 
Reuters. 

In December, the Gulf 
state of Qatar accepted a 
package accord on WTO 
membership, clearing the 
way for it to join Bahrain and 
Kuwait .in the new body. 
Negotiations took 18 
months. 

The United Arab Emirates 
joined last month. 


Kohl says deep welfare cuts 
needed to tackle joblessness 


BONN (AFP) — C h a n c e llor Helmut Kohl halved forecast growth' When production in Germany becomes too expensive, it shifts 
of tlK German economy to 0.7S per cent Friday In a stat e me n t abroad to the detriment of jobs or goes under completely,'* Mr. 
underfilling tbe case for radical cuts in welfare and putting further Kohl said, while welcoming growing German investment in other 
downward pressure on the mark. countries. 

Mr. Kohl said that tbe restructuring of tbe welfare system was 


Israeli shekel likely to fall after eleetiem 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
shekel is likely to fall after 
the May 29 general election 
because of expected budget 
cutf and low interest rates, 
analysts and foreign currency 
dealers say. 

Most agree that irrespec- 
tive of which party wins — 
the ruling Labour- Party or die 
right-wing Likud — the new 
government will introduce 
economic measures that will 
lead the currency, to trade 
lower. 

“The new government 
will have to introduce an eco- 
nomic plan that includes bud- 
get cuts," said Motti 
Shu shan, head of Bank 
Leumi's foreign currency deal- 
ing room. He believes this 
will spark a devaluation of 
the shekeL 

"It will take a day or two, 
a month or two, but eventu- 
ally the market fences will de- 
cide,” he said. 

But not all economists 
believe the government’s 
musures will be drastic. 
Ptachia Bar Shavit, chief 
economist at Bank Hapoalinu 
said a moderate plan is most 
likely, one .that will include 
lower interest rates and a two- 


bfliion shekel budget cut. 

Analysts say an adminis- 
tered devaluation by the cen- 
tral bank would not be effec- 
tive. Rather, lower interest 
rates and budget cuts will 
bring about a natural weaken- 
ing of the shekel. 

"Once this -process starts 
there is no way it can be 
stopped,” Mr. Shushan said. 
"The public is acting like a 
flock of sheep and everybody 
will rush to buy foreign cur- 
rency at once.” 

A ballooning current ac- 
count deficit in the balance of 
payments is proof a devalua- 
tion is needed, analysts, ar- 
gue. 

' In 1995. the Israeli gov- 
ernment set a budget deficit 
target of 2.75 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
and the deficit was 3-5 per 
cent of GDP. This year’s tar- 
get is 23 per cent of GDP but 
officials estimate that with- 
out the cuts the deficit will be 
3.0 per cent or more of GDP. 

Exporters say! the sbekel- 
dollar exchange ratie^ broadly 
unchanged over the last three 
years, is hurting Israel's trade 
performance. 


Despite repeated calls for 
a devaluation to make Israeli 
exports more competitive 
Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel has ruled out an 
administered devaluation. 

At a recent news confer- 
ence Dr. Frenkel declared: 
"No German industrialist 
would ask the Bundesbank to 
devalue the marie. The only 
way we can lower tbe shekel's 
value is by printing money, 
which we will not do." 

The central bank has indi- 
cated it will let market forces 
determine the shekel's .value 
and has not intervened in for- 
eign exchange trading since 
January. 

Until recently the main 
beneficiaries of a strong 
shekel were corporations that 
took out foreign currency 
linked loans, the volume of r 
•which more f h fln doubled last 
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show the market expects the 
shekel to decline. Foreign m 
currency credits of the private V 
sector fell, albeit moderately. 
in March for the first time in 
the last two years. 

Figures published by the 
monetary department of the 
Bank of Israel show the pri- 
vate sector reduced its foreign 
currency credits from Israeli 
banks by 30 million shekels 
to 40.57 billion .shekels 
aeainst 40.60 billion in 
February. 

Another indication is that 
since die beginning of April 
the shekel has lost almost 
three per cent against the dol- 
lar. 

During the next months 
the dollar could easily push 
up to 330 shekels, against a 
current level of 3.19, said one 
analyst. 
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year. 

Experts warn these com- 
panies may pay a high price 
in case of a sharp decline in 
the shekeL 

"I would not sleep well at 
.night if I was exposed in for- 
eign currency linked Joans,” 
Mr. Shushan said. 

Some indicators already 


needed urgently in a statement to parliament the day after his 
coatttkm governme n t agreed the tough after much 

(fifficutly and in the face of opposition from trade unions. 

• He sard that deep cuts in welfare spending and measures to 
support business were necessary to combat unempfoyment: This, 
he said, was Germany's priority notional policy awn. 

Mr. Kohl also said be expected die economy to grow by only 
0.75 per cent this year. The government had said in its report on 
the economy in January that gross domestic product would grow 
by 1.5 per cent tins year. 

•‘However we are not expecting a recession in Germany,** be 
told parliament. Most expats predicted a revival in tbe second- 
half of the year although this would translate into po sitiv e figures 
only on 1997^ the chanrcllor said. 

Mr. Kohl hsu launched what amounts to a radical reform of the 
welfare partnership in industry which has been considered as the 
fo un da ti on of the so-called German economic “miracle’’ since 
World War H. 

-Opposition Social Democrat leader Oskar Lafbntaine 
the Kohl government of “election fraud” for waiting until after 
important regional elections last month to come out with the 
package, which be described as a “p r o g r am me against workers.** 

Referring to trade union leaders who had offered to moderate 
their demands and cooperate in an “alliance for jobs,” be told 
Mr. Kohl: “You have spat in tbe hand which they stretched out to 
you.” The SPD presented its own counter-plan calling notably for 
higher taxes on energy. Mr. Lafontaine agreed with the govern- 
ment's assessment of the economic situation but said tbe 
programme was “socially totally awry.** 

Mr. Kohl said that unempfoyment had reached an unacceptable 
level. “Stopping and reducing joblessness, that is the port 
important German home polity aim ** Bnt irnirrirnrc rtwntl 
that economic upturn did not automatically reduce it, he said, 

1 Foopitfhad to adapt aadgria m thou, demands. “I knowflascan 
be hard. But the unavoidable correctives axe the only way to 
strengthen our economy, to make more jobs possible and lay a 
good future basis for our social security system," Mr. Kohl- said. 

The chancellor said a third of tbe n a t ional product went on 
social services, that German workers had shorter hours, longer 
holidays and higher pensions than workers almost anywhere dbe. 

In order to create more job*, Germany had to be made more 
attractive to investors. Burdens on the economy had to be 
reduced, taxes, social contributions and labour costs low ere d, 
superfluous regulations removed, innovations introduced more 
rapidly and the labour-market made more flexible. 


U.N. must work for world economic integration — Gore 


“Our jobs exist .m a situation of international comp etiti o n . 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
U.N. Trade and Development 
Conference (UNCTAD) must 
work to ensure the least 
developed countries are 
speedily integrated in the 
world economy. U.S. Vice- 
President A1 Gore said 
Thursday. 

In a video address to the 
ninth UNCTAD conference. 
Mr. Gore paid tribute to 
former U.S. commerce 
secretary, Ron Brown, who 
died in a . plane crash in 
Croatia last month, saying he 
would have led the U.S. 
delegation to the UNCTAD 
meeting. 

”! want to share what I 
know would have been his 
priority goal for this critical 
meeting — to speed the 
integration of die developing 
world into the world trading 
system... In conjunction with 
sound environmental and 
economic . strategies," Mr. 
Gore said in the message to 
the 2300 delegates on the 
third day of the two-week 
meeting. 

He said the United States 
has ”close and cooperative 
relations 'with both South 
Africa and UNCTAD" and he 
welcomed South Africa's 
"resumption of leadership in 
tbe U.N. system". 

U.S. delegate Melinda 
Kimble told the conference 



UNCTAD conference there 
was widespread concern that 
the United States would seek 
to pull out of some U.N. 
agencies- Last month the 
United Nations announced it 
bad run out of money for daily 
running expenses. - 


A1 Gore . 

that after agreement on the 
United States' budget this 
week the United States will 
pay "in full" its regular 1995 
contribution to the United 
Nations easing the immediate 
cash-flow crisis. 

At the start of the 


The U.N. total budget is 
some S2.6 billion plus 
peacekeeping contributions, 
but it is owed $2.8 bfliion 
from member* states. The 
U.S„ the largest debtor, owes 
$13 bfliion and Russia owes 
$400 million. 


Ms. Kimble said the U.S. 
saw three distinct functions 
for UNCTAD — economic 
analysis, "policy dialogue 
that emphasises the ‘.sharing 
of experiences" and technical 
cooperation. 


Although UNCTAD 
Secretary General Rubens 
Ricupero had taken a positive 
step with the reorganisation 
of the secretariat, "this alone 
cannot generate the long- 
term savings needed to free up 
resources to reinvest in 
specific UNCTAD activities," 
.she said. 

Addressing concerns 
among developing countries 
that many were becoming 
marginalised by the trend to 
global markets. Ms. Kimble 
said it was those countries 
with the niost open, 
liberalised economies which 
grew most from 1980 to 


1994. 

She said developing 
countries grew 3.9 per cent a 
year from 1990-94, more 
than twice as fast as 
developed countries. Their 
exports grew "impressively", 
with tbe U.S. imports from 
developing countries 
growing 40 per cent from 
1991-94 to reach nearly $300 
billion. 

Ms. Kimble .said UNCTAD 
had to do more than survive. 
"Survival is not what we are 
about. We want the success of 
UNCTAD, it has to meet the 
challenge of a globalised 
world-” 


THE Daily Crossword byi^Brinctamour 


ACROSS 
1 Bistros 

6 Vegas machine 
10 Feftow 

14 Come up 

15 Cod’s couam 

16 Mad 

17 Fire truck 
adjunct 

IS Atkin or AWa 

19 Asian land 

20 Owns 

21 "Semper 
paratus" 

24 Demolish 

26 Charged atom 

27 Did the (ox trot 
29 Peter or Paul 

33 Makes 

publishable 

34 “Common 

• Sense” author 

35 Swiss rtver 
'37 Water plant 

38 Knightly titles 

39 Alphabet run 

40 Cheer word . 

41 Choir voices 

42 Lugged 

43 Pavarotti, for 
one 

45 Blackened, in a 
■ way 
|*6 Edge 

47 Take for — 
(deceive) 

48 From time to 
time 

53 Health farm 

56 Ms. Minnelli 

57 Once, once 
56 Hfflock . 

60 Early hours, to 
poets 

61 Hemapdode— ' 

62 Flynn of films 

63 Bund item 

64 Nine inches in 
London 

65 Dilapidated 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Musical Johnny 

2 Diva’s song 

3 Play opener 

4 Natives: suff. 

5 Legislative 


groups 

6 Serape 

7 After ooh and tra 

8 Approve 

9 Stresses 

10 Lawyer’s 
customer 

11 Cirde dance 

12 USNA wont 
abbr. 

13 Horse 

22 Feflow 

23 Certain wine 
25 Eight pref, 

27 Treasured 

28 Part of AES 

29 Burr Or Copland 

30 Mud and apple 

31 Final source of 
aid 

32 Restaurant 
patron 

34 Pocket bread 
36 Ned Beatty fibn 

38 Slender quality 

39 Way 

41 Inter— 



42 Logician 
44 Thoroughgoing 
45 — Magnon 

47 Dvorak 

48 Trees 

49 Stringed 
instrument 


50 Poet Pound 

51 Let go 

52 Thin Man's 
dog 

54 Scheme 

55 Friend 
59 Gungp. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergeri 



tried real hard to create a tow-fat 
alternative to macaroni and cheese, 
ifs macaroni and air.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|$ by Hanri Arnold and MBu> Argirfan 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four onEnary words. 


TISOR ' 


. .... t- 

Ll 


MOghanuml 


RAPAK 

U 


□ 


SMAL1 

D 





n 


NICCIP 


nz 

□c 



- THIS 15 5URE 
TO GIVE YOU 
THE BLUE*?. 


Print ansvtrmr bora : A 


Msstefday's 


Now arrange the circled letters la 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

mmmnn 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles; .HOIST FLUID UPTOWN INJURE 
Answer What the pen salesman demon str ated to his 
customers — THE FINER POINTS 


6RAMPA WENT TO THE 
AQUARIUM YESTERDAY.. 

“Zf 




Andy Capp 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Yon have every oppor- 
tunity to acquire the data you 
need today which can be util- 
ised in business so that you 
.can command greater abund- 
ance. Later tonight, you can 
proceed on a special project 
with die assistance of a big- 
wig. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Use tact in handling fel- 
low business associates who 
ma y have .quite a- different 
attitude today. Handle public 
affairs efficiently in such 
a maimer - that you will gain 
the success and prestige from 
those in authority. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) You can uudee your sur- 
roundings more efficient run- 
ning and attractive today with 
relative ease. Later tins even- 
ing is especially beneficial for 
any new project or spedal 
endeavour which you are in- 
volved in at tins time. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Plan the recrea- 
tions you want to indulge in 
early today, however avoid a 
fellow associate whose sense 
of humour is almost nil. Later 
tins everting you can plan 
some special occasion for 
your mate and loved ones. 
KJEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Get busy .and . maJce -your 
home more charming today 
and be sure the plumbing is 
working properly. Later 
tonight, avoid a family scuffle 
which could result in some a 
difficult situation for your 
loved ones. 
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VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Communicat- 
ing intelligently with others 
can prove most advantageous 

today so make the best of any 
good situation. Make sore 
you drive carefully while on 
the highway, espaaaHy with A * 

vour loved rau« in riw uakt V “ 
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r- begun selling oi 

your loved ones' in the vein- w ^ ^ S cnctaSt ' 


cfe. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You understand 
just how to make your pos- 
sessions more valuable at this 
time, so get busy on this. Plan 
a workable budget for those 
who live under your roof so 
that the needs of your loved 
ones are satisfied. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Personal 
wishes can easily be gained 
today because you fed and 
look charming. Steer dear of 
a feflow associate who de- 
presses you and by doing so 
yon can achieve the recogni- 
tion and success you are af- 
ter. 
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SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22to December 21) Be cagey 
when seeing an expert today 
and get the right information 

you are seeking. Spend spare 

tune later this evening with 
one who 1 charms you and who 
you feel comfortable in the 
«°“pany of at this time. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
toJanuaiy 20) An expert can 
*WBe yon today how to 
have the best time with your 
toved ones at little expose. 



- . — — later 

tins evening with the assist- 
moe of some knowledgeable 
and prosperous individual. 
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AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 

day today to find out (aSSv 

’riat your position » with 
jwigs who can give you a 

»y project, which you are 
S ^ ater tQ night you 

and means 
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Foreigners take over 
* a bit more of 
f corporate Canada 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Foreign 
companies have tightened 
their grip on corporate 
Canada and they have done it 
by beating domestic com- 
petitors at the business of 
making money. 

Statistics Canada says 
28.4 per cent of corporate 
revenues were generated by 
foreign-controlled firms in 
1994. up 0.4 of a percentage 
point from 1993. 

The share of assets con- 
trolled by foreigners has re- 
mained relatively stable 
since 1988 at about 2Q.S per 
cent, the federal agency said 
in a report 

But foreign control as 
measured by revenues has 
risen every year since 1989. 


Statistics Canada linked 
the pattern to the concentra- 
tion of foreign investment 
dollars in the export sector, 
by far the hottest part of the 
economy. 

The agency said three- 
quarters of the increase in 
foreign control in 1994 
came from companies that 
moke and export such things 
as cars, wood pulp, metals, 
chemicals and food products. 

By focusing on these 
thriving businesses, foreign- 
controlled companies have 
managed to boost revenues 
by 23 per cent since 1991. 

That is just over double 
the rate of increase for do- 
mestically controlled firms. 


Pakistan bank 
privatisation 
attempt bounces 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A 
first bank privatisation 
attempt by the government of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to appears to be on hold 
following a sudden takeover 
of its management by Pakis- 
tan's central bank. 

The takeover of the United 
Bank Limited (UBL) by the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
followed problems in a recent 
deal to transfer foe bank to 
foe control of a Saudi Ara- 
bian concern, Basharahil Li- 
mited. 

The deal to sell a 26 per 
cent stake in UBL along with 
transfer of its management to 
the Saudi company has been 
called off, a prominent Pakis- 
tani-financial daily. Business 
Recorder, said. Basharahil is 
unwilling to commit enough 
funds to shore up the ailing 
bunk troubled by sharp de- 
terioration in its liquidity 
position, foe dajly said. 

.But an official at foe State 
^Privatisation - Commission 
.add ‘ntr' final decision had* 
been taken and that negotia- 
tions with the prospective 
Saudi buyers were still on. 

The UBL is the first state- 
owned bank sought to be 
privatised by foe 30-month- 
old Bhutto government. 
Another large bank — Habib 
Bank limited — is also on 
the privatisation list, along- 
side the lucrative telecom ser- 
vices. 

The government has mean- 
while begun selling off ther- 
mal power generation sta- 
tions to the private sector. 

The Allied Bank and Mus- 
lim Commercial Bank were 
privatised during the 1990- 
1993 prime ministership of 
Nawaz Sharif, now the main 
opposition leader. 

'The overall privatisation 
programme has been going 
on smoothly,'* a privatisation 
commission consultant, 
Mudassar Khan, told AFP. 


Some 30 industrial units 
have been sold to the private 
sector by the present govern- 
ment, mainly those making 
cement, fertiliser and en- 
gineering goods, he noted. 

The UBL, with estimated, 
assets of about $5 trillion has 
more than 1,600 branches 
and 22,000 employees, bat 
has been marred by losses, 
due to the heavy burden of 
bad loans and administrative 
costs, ‘ Business Recorder 
said. . 

The state bank takeover 
may ward off a likely run on 
foe UBL because of its- acute 
liquidity problem, analysts 
said. 

Already, two UBL account 
holders have gone to court 
challenging the plan to priva- 
tise it. 

SBP Governor Moham- 
mad Yakub told a news con- 
ference that foe takeover was 
aimed at reassuring the de- 
positors that their interests 
were now better protected. ' 
. A new management^has 
assumed control of the UBL 
to ensure its profitability by 
recovering loans, reducing 
administrative expenses and 
improving its operations, he 
said. 

Mr. Yakub insisted that 
the takeover would “neither 
impede nor speed up" the 
privatisation process of the 
UBL, but officials in Habib 
Bank saw it as a derailment 
of foe UBL sale. 

The governor said, the 
move would serve as a signal 
to other state-owned finan- 
cial institutions to set their 
house in order. He has often 
criticised mismanagement, 
inefficiency, ..imprudent lend- 
ing and rising administrative 
costs of the nationalised com- 
mercial banks. 

The state-run banking sec- 
tor has been plagued in foe 
past by politically-motivated, 
lending against inadequate 
guarantees. 


Airlines report strong 
passenger growth in 1996 


GENEVA (R) The world’s 

major airlines have reported 
strong passenger growth 
daring the first three months 
of 1996. setting them on the 
path for a second year of 
record profits despite a sharp 
slowdown in cargo traffic. 

The International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) 
said passenger traffic — 
which provides the bulk of 
revenue — was up on average 
by 10 per cent over die same 
period last year and in March 
surged by 12 per cent. 

Cargo, which had been 1 
advancing strongly and weli- 
ahead of passenger growth 
since 1994, increased only 
two per cent over the first 
quarter, and in March was 


only one per cent op on the 
figure for the same month last 
year. 

But IATA Director- 
General Pierre Jcanniot said 
that overall the figures from 
the body’s 234-merabef 
airlines — representing 98 
per Cent of international 
business — "show an 
excellent first quarter and are 
a good omen for the summer 
season." 

IATA officials said the 
returns indicated a forecast by 
Mr. Jcanniot last month that 
J996 would bring an overall 
and all-time record profit of 
$6 billion — after the 
previous record of $3.2 
•billion in 199S — was well 
on line to be met 


A $6 billion total this 
year added to last year's 
advance and a smaller profit 
in 1^94 would mean IATA 
airlines — which include 
many unprofitable companies 
as well as successful ones — 
would have recovered 85 per 
cent of their 1990-93 losses. 

Industry analysts said the 
cargo slowdown had been 
expected after the sharp 
advance of well over 20 per 
cent growth in 1994-95. "It' 
could not keep on at those 
rates." said one. 

The analyst noted that 
two thirds of cargo 
transported on scheduled 
flights went on 'board 
passenger planes, which 


meant that as aircraft were 
carrying more people and 
personal baggage there was 
less room for freight. 

The IATA figures showed 
scheduled international 
passenger services were 
flying in March with 70 per. 
cent of seats occupied, three 
per cent up on March last 
year, and an average of 67 per 
cent for the whole first 
.quarter. 

Seat supply, or the 
increase in passenger 
capacity as new aircraft come 
into service, grew by only, 
eight per cent in the first 
quarter — at two per cent' 
behind passenger growth a 
further sign ,of a healthier 
trend in the industry. 


Britain's grid finds Saudi billionaire 


LONDON (R) — Britain's na- 
tional grid said Thursday it 
had had a "constructive and 
satisfactory” meeting with 
Middle Eastern investment 
company The Oiayan Group* 
which has an interest in 12J>. 
per cent of its shares. 

The grid, which runs the- 
electricity transmission' 
network, had been trying to 
mate "human contact" with 
Saudi financier Suliman Saleh 
Oiayan since his privately- 
held company gained its 
interest via a hedging 
contract with brokers HSBC 
James CapeL 

"David Jones, group chief 
executive and John Uttley, 
group finance director, tills 
afternoon met senior execu- 
tives of the Oiayan Group," a 
company spokesman told 
'Reuters by telephone. 

"It was a constructive and 


satisfactory meeting and it is 
.anticipated that a further * 
statement will be made in the 
near future." he said. 

While the exact nature of 
Oiayan ’s interest remains un- 
. cl ear, James Capel has said 
only that it protected its mar- 
ket position with a "struc- 
tured transaction" with 
Oiayan 's German subsidiary. 
Crescent Holdings, after buy- 
ing Anglo-American con- 
glomerate Hanson's grid 
stake for 405 million pounds 
($607 million). 

Since James Capel' s an- 
nouncement Tuesday, the 
grid has served 212 notices 

— a company law under 
which ‘parties with shares in a* 
public company have to di-*^ 
vulge details of their stakes 

— to Hanson, HSBC James. 
Capel and Oiayan 's offices in 
London,, Germany and 


Athens, Greece. 

James Capel has confused 
matters by announcing that it 
holds a 12.18 percent stake 
in the grid as a market maker, 
making some analysts won- 
der whether it may just un- 
wind the position gradually 
in the future. 

However, some have 
speculated that Oiayan may 
effectively own the stake 
through, an over-the-counter 
options deal. 

* "This is a significant 

% for a house that is only 
just getting into market 
making — and strange in that 
■regard," said Bill Dale, 
utilities analyst at brokers 
SBC Warburg. 

"I Think basically it feels 
like there should be 
something more but there's 
no evidence for it at the 
moment All we know is that 
Capel bought a large line of 


stock and has hedged it as you 
would any line of stock, " he 
added. 

Companies not involved 
in Britain's electricity market 
are only allowed to build 
stakes of up to 15 per cent in 
the grid. 

The grid ships power from 
the wholesale electricity 
market into homes, offices 
and factories, owns 5,000 
miles of cable, more than 
20,000 pylons and runs the 
"pool" -- the wholesale 
electricity market 

The Oiayan Group has' 
strong ties with Saudi Arabia 
but is based in Athens. 
Founded and chaired by Mr. 
Suliman Oiayan, the group 
was established in 1947 and 
embraces over 30 businesses 
and financial enterprises in 
the Middle East and 
throughout the world. 


Rent soars as Beijing commercialises housing 


BEUING (R) — Monthly 
rents in Ch ina's capital Beij- 
ing are set to soar this year as 
foe government pursues its 
goal of phasing out huge sub- 
sidies on housing and com- 
mercialising property, offi- 
cials have said. 

Rent for the highly- 
subsidised public sector, 
which houses most urban re- 
sidents. was set to rise to 1.30 
yuan ($0.16) per square 
metre in 1996, up by 49 per 
cent compared with 0.87’ 
yuan ($0.10) in 1995, Chen 
Xuebin, head of the leading * 
group for the reform of the 
housing system, said by tele- 
phone. 

The rent rise was an impor- 
tant part of China’s housing 
reform that aims to improve 
housing quality, stimulate the 
market and move rents to- 
ward the marketplace. Mr. 
Chen said. 

However, China needs to 
acclerate housing reform, 
seen by economists as a cru- 


cial step in Beijing’s shift 
from unwieldy central plan-, 
ning and- subsidies -toward a. 
market economy. 

China plans to increase 
prices of public housing to 15 
per cent of average mainly 
incomes by 2000. up from 
seven per cent in 1995, Mr. 
Chen said. 

Monthly rent will be raised 
to 1.80 yuan ($0.22) per 
square metre in 1997 with a 
goal of 3.86 yuan ($0.47) per 
square metre by 2000, he 
said. 

“The transition to cost- 
based and market-based rent 
should be speeded up," Mr. 
Chen said. 

China's 250 million urban 
residents lived in per capita 
space of 7.9 square metres at 
foe end of 1995 and the gov- 
ernment hopes to boost that 
to 9.0 square metres by the 
end of the century, officials 
have said. 

The rent increases should 
also help to solve the prob- 


lem of lack of funds for hous- 
ing maintenance, Mr. Chen 
said. 1 . 

9 

“Raising rents will enable 
property owners to improve 
maintenance, which in turn 
will mean foe value of prop- 
erties will rise,” he said. 

China is selling the rent in- 
crease to consumers, calling 
it a “virtuous circle" that will 
ultimately benefit residents. 

Increased state revenue 
from higher rents would be 
ploughed back into construc- 
tion of residential housing, 
which is in short supply in 
China's crowded cities. Mr. 
Chen said. 

Higher rents should also 
'spur interest in buying hous- 
ing. 

The government wants to 
monetise wages so that peo- 
ple receive all their wages in 
cash and not partly in kind, ' 
which includes subsidised 
rents from employers, offi- 


cials have said. 

Authorities spend 100 bil- 
lion yuan ($12 billion) a year 
on building subsidised housr 
mg, officials have said. ■ 

But with huge government 
subsidies it is cheaper to rent 
public housing than it is to 
buy it and the prospect of 
higher profits from more ex- 
pensive rentals or sales has 
meant private investors have 
shown little interest in build- 
ing low-cost residential bous- 
ing. 

Rent rises would be stag- 
gered for some, with low- 
income households and the 
elderly paying rent of up to 
five per cent of .income, with 
the remainder covered by 
their employer, Mr. Chen 
said. 

Recipients of unemploy- 
ment benefit could apply to 
have their rent waived, he 
stud. 
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A review oi news from the Arabic press 


Arab Contractors Company resumes 
construction opera tions after being 
put on right financial track 

ir -fr HANI NASER, board chairman of the Arab 
Contractors (ARCON) Company, told the general assem- 
bly that the firm had overcome foe main problems it faced 
during the past two years and had settled most of its debts. 
He said that foe company was' now put on the right 
financial track and that it had managed to resume 
construction 'worit by winning a JD l.§8 million contract 
from the Telecommunications Corporation. The work, 
which is in Mafraq Govemorate and comprises digging and 
extending telephone cables and wires, is about 70per cent 
done, Mr.~-Naser said noting that the company 
collected JD 1.15 million from the project owners until foe 
end of 1995. Based on this project, Mr. Naser said, the 
company was able to rebuild its fixed assets which at foe 
end of last year totalled JD 202,284. Total current assets 
amounted to JD 606,755. The company is currently 
studying foe possibilities and means to increase foe capital. 
It is alro tearing to obtain a first degree classification as 
many private projects are available in this sphere (A1 
Aswaq and A! Dustonr). 


Jordan Trade Facilities Company 
seeks dealership of a car firm 

* * JORDAN TRADE Facilities Company (JTFC) 
boosted its gross earnings last year to JD 547,800 from JD 
142,700 in 1994 and the general assembly deckled to roll 
over foe net profit of JD 144,200 to covct part of the JD 1.2 
million of accumulated losses of previous years. Board 
chairman Nabfl Abul Huda told the general assembly that 
JTFC had cooperated with tire Jordan Financial invest- 
ments Company in bufldmg the jointly-owned Al Li wan 
Hotel and the commertial compound. He said that both 
companies are working on setting- np an entity that would 
own the hotel and the compound and would manage:' if 
independently from the two parries. “Such an arrangement 1 
would insure freedom, flexibility and all opportunities for 
foe s uc cess of the new company," Mr. Abul Huda added. 

Noting that the JTFC Iras intensified its overseas contacts 
to obtaa the deal ers h ip of a car comp an y, Mr. Abul Huda 
indicated that the company continued in 1995 to develop its 
mam activity of selling cars in instalments and, as such, has 
increased its reoehraUes by 63 per cent from JD 803,100 in 
1994 JD 131 Bullion last year. Deferred earnings, amount- 
ing to JD 217,600, also increased by 51 per cent. Total 
assets improved by 2.7 per cent as they rose to JD 3.68 
million and shareholders equity went up by fire per cent to 
JD 2.99 million. 

The board chairman r efer red to the court case .against 
the Construction Equipment Centre to recover debts owed 
to JTFC and pointed oat that the owner of tire centre had 
pledged to cover 50 per cent of the bed .debts which foe 
company may not recover from centre’s clients. Furth- 
ermore, JTFC is filing a suit to annual all sale deals 
between tire co mpa ny and the owner of foe centre and to 
hare him return more than JD 2 million of fends (Al Ra*i 
and Al Aswaq). 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Friday. 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


1.3616/26 

Canadian dollar 

1.5240/50 

Deutschemarks 

1.7036/46 

Dutch guilders 

1.2410/20 

Swiss francs 

31J6/40 

Belgian francs 

5.1578/28 

French francs 

1561.4/2.9 

Italian lire 

104.47/57 

Japanese yen. 

6.8270/70 

Swetfish crowns 

6.5580/30 

Norwegian crowns 

5.8810/60 

Danish -crowns 

1.4015/25 

Singapore dollars 

0.7953/58 

Australian dollars 

7.7350/60 

Hong Kong dollars 

$1.5040/50 


$39450/394.80 
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Rockets, Sonics advance 
to second-round showdown 


Pride at stake for Atletico against Compostela 

• w ... ■ Ham 


HOUSTON (R) — The 
Houston Rockets bid for an 
NBA title t hr ee-peat is alive 
and well and the Seattle Su- 
personks finally got the first- 
round monkey off their backs 
with scrics-ctindring victories 
on Thursday. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
25 points, including a pair of 
key baskets down the stretch, 
as the two-time defending 
champion Rockets advanced 
to die Western Conference 
semifinals with a 102-94 vic- 
tory over the Los Angela 
Lakers. 

Olajuwon hit a one-handed 


MADRID (R) — For outspoken Atletico Madrid Presi- 
dent Jesus Gil there is something more than just vital points 
at stake in the S panish League leaders’ game at Compost- 
ela this weekend. 

For Gil, winning the game has become a question of 
pride after be and two Co m postela officials were involved 
in a nnK±-pubhcaed fist-fight at a league meeting in 
March. 


' Barcelona's >— 



* ingcarte */ 


off in die same game. minted, Sevilla are hank * 

y* 1 * ™ ^^?a P teambntCroatian striker Davors 
pressed to put togethera ream 


jumper to give Houston a 
91-81 advantage with 6:05 to 
go, and when the Lakers 
drew within five points with 
4:28 to play, he hit a fadaway 


baseline jumper to push the 
lead to 93-86. 


lead to 93-86. 

“The dream,” then block- 
ed Eldcn Campbell’s shot on 
Los Angeles' next posses- 
sion. 

Olajuwon finished with 11 
rebounds, seven assists, four 
steals and a pair of blocks as 
Houston won the best-of-five 
series three games to one. ' 

“The last two games de- 
fence was key, especially in 
the fourth quarter,” Ola- 
jowon said. “Robert Horry 
was fantastic tonight, be step- 
ped up on offence, played 
great defence and had so 


many key baskets. 
“The two three- 


“The two three-point be 
bit were a turning point.” 
Homy and Kenny Smith 
added 17 points apiece for 
Houston, which will face 
Seattle in the next round. 

Horry said the Rockets 
have not nearly readied die 
level they played in winning 
the last two championships. 
"We’re gradually improving 
by each game.” 

The Lakers fell apart down 
the stretch with questionable 
shot selection, erratic passing 
and poor dock management. 

Los Angeles coach Del 
Harris sat Magic Johnson 
most of the final six minutes. 
"He was obviously struggling 
tonight.” Harris said John- 
son. ”We needed a push and 
i it’s easier to do with young 



At that stage Atletico enjoyed an eight-point lead at the 
top of the first division. The gap is now down to just three 

points and Gil's side have second -placed Barcelona and 
Valencia, a further point back in third, snapping at their 
beds with just four games left to play. . 

Gil will not be at the game — all three men involved in 
the incident have been banned from appearing in the 
directors’ box — but the game is nevertheless likely to be 
played in an atmosphere of hostility. 

To make matters worse Atletico will be without Kiko 
Narvaez, the international forward who was sent off in last 
week's 3-2 home defeat by Valencia. 

But Radomir Antic wOI be able to pick playmaker Jose 
Luis Canrinero, who has recovered after going down with 
influenza at the beginning of the week. 


pressed to put togethera 7 V - 

his^ride'% 


easiest pr o gram me of the top three teams. 

Fonrth-nlac^ Espanyol are out of the title race but will 
w^S^TttoUBFA Cup for next season agmnst 
SS, w hStewdfrped to seventh after gomg s* games 


Antic's side have been unsettled by a hectic week of 
rumour-mongering in which Valencia President Francisco 
Roig suggested that Barcelona were dose to signing 
Atletico goaflceeper Jose Molina. 

"These dungs are said to destabilise us,” said Antic, 
white Molina, whose form this year has been one of the key 
factors in Adetico's success, denied die rumours. 

Two Barcdona players settled their future this week — 
midfielders GuOfenno Amor and Oscar Garda signed new 
contracts ahead of Sunday's dash with struggling Sevilla. 


Wi SS ^Sr^ Spanish champions Real Madrid badly need 

-drift of thdrg^^W 
face a tough game against sixth-placed Deporti vo Coruna, 
the teanTwhere coach Areenio Iglesias made hisna^ 

Tgtenm win be hoping to turn around Real s wora-eve r 

hTSSTlSg the last three games in the 




"S S g^miebae. Laudrup is doubftu, for 

Real after being felled by a heavy challenge at 

last week andofotral defender Rafael Aikorteis^^nded 

Ufter picking up his fifth yellow card of the season. 

F ButReal welcome back defender Fernando Sanz from 




Battle for 


UEFA 


places 


remains to 


be settled 


Bouton Rockets Robert Horry gets as easy 
lay up as Los Angeles Lakers Magic Johnson 
looks on daring lint q no rter action. The 
points and eight rebounds as tending the » 
Seattle finished off the Kings when their 
three games to one with a Mitch Ridus 
convincing 101-87 victory. s p rai ned righi 
Payton hit 4-of-S from left in the sec 

three-point range, grabbed (fid not retro 
six rebounds and handed out The Sonics 
five assists and Detlef to take a 71-5 


gets aa easy Hoaston Rockets were hostiag the Los Aagefcs 
4k Johnson Lakers at the Sommft May 2. Houston defe- 
action. The afad LA Lakers 102-94 (Renters photo) 

tending the series evaporated out injured scoring star Reg- 


Schrempf added 13 points, 10 
rebounds and nine assists for 


n ' Sacramento, Gary 
rton scored 10 of his 29 


Payton scored 10 of his 
points in the third quarter 
and Shawn Kemp added 23 


rebounds and nine assists for 
the Sonics, who were 
bounced in the first round the 
last two years despite being 
heavily favoured each time. 

”1 didn’t want to go back to 
Seattle and game five so 1 
derided I got to take a little 
bit more .control qnd. that’s 
what I did,” Payton said. 

Lionel Simmons scored 24 
points, Tyus Edney bad 14 
and Brian Grant 13 for the 
Kings, whose chances of ex- 


when their all-star guard, 
Mitch Richmond, suffered a 
sprained right ankle with 5:29 
left in the second quarter and 
did not ret ur n. 

The Somes used a 15-2 run 
to take a 71-57 lead with 5:58 
left in the third quarter. Sac- 
ramento got no doser than 
eight points the rest of the 
way 

"I knew this team could do 
it all the time,” Payton said 
of shaking off the first-round 
jinx. "We just bad to settle 
ourselves down after the 
game two loss. 

"We showed a lot of char- 
acter by beating them twice 
at their home place.” 

In Atlanta, the Indiana 
Pacers, forced to play witb- 


gie Miller, used a smothering 
defence to beat the Hawks 
83-75 and force a decisive 
fifth game in their Eastern 
Conference first-round 
series. 

Rik Smite scored 17 points 
and grabbed nine rebounds 
to lead the Pacers, who held 
the Hawks without a field 
goal for more than seven 
m inu t e s in the final quarter. 

Derrick McKey added 14 
points, had about six diffe- 
rent possessions missed our 
shots,” Smith said. "It's a 
one-game series.” - 

The game will be 

played Sunday at Indiana. 

Said Smite: “Now we have 
to take care of business at 
borne.” 


ROME (R) — A seven-way 
battle for UEFA Cup places 
is the main issue left to be 
settled as the Italian soccer 
season reaches its penulti- 
mate day on Sunday. 

AC Milan wrapped up the 
league tide last weekend and 
second-placed Juventus are 
sure of a UEFA Cup place 
next season, whatever the 
outcome of their E uro pe an - 
Cup final against Ajax Am- 
sterdam m Rome later das 
month. 

Fiorentma, Parma, Lazio, 
AS Roma, Internationale, 
Sampdoria and Vicenza are 
all still in contention for the 
three remaining UEFA, 
places. 

Third-placed Fiorentina 
may find an alternative route 
to Europe via the Italian 
Cup, given their 1-0 win over 
Atalanta in Thursday’s first 
leg of the final. 
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Newcastle turn to local rivals for title miracle 


LONDON (AFP) — New- 
castle will be relying on 
north-east rivals Middlcs- 


north-cast rivals Middles- 
brough for their first title 
success since 1927 as the Pre- 
miership race reaches its 
dramatic finale this Sunday. 

Manchester United’s 
charge towards their third 
Premiership title in four yean 
received a turbo boost on 
Thursday as Newcastle's 
hopes were cruelty deflated 
by a superb Ian Woan strike 
in a 1-1 draw at Nottingham 
Forest. 

Newcastle must beat de- 
fence experts Tottenham at 
home and hope that United 
lose against Middlesbrough 
at the Riverside Stadium. 

It WiQ still go to the wire 
but even manager Kevin 
Keegan seemed to accept 
Newcastle’s championship 
hopes had suffered a possible 
fatal blow from lanWoan’s 
blistering 25-yard strike. 

It is United who oow have 
the momentum and the confi- 
dence that Newcastle bad in 
such industrial quantities up 
to January when they led the 
table by a staggering 12 
points. , 

Since then United have 
suffered just one defeat while/ 
Newcastle have slipped up 
with five reverses and a hand-' 
ful of draws in their last 
dozen games. The reversal of 
fortune could not have been 
more dramatic. 

"People will see bow we 
played and make their own 
minds up about us. I think 
the way wc performed 
showed we have the ability to 
win the tide,” said Keegan. 

"But it's not bow we play 
now, but how the table looks. 
Nobody is more aware of that 
than me.” 



Ncw caHc UatoTs Fdg B ca n M cy (left) breaks away from 1 
Pearce during the P re mi er League match at Nottingham 


toghm Forest's Start 
Thursday 


Critics point the finger at 
serai's mid-season ded- 


Keegan’s mid-season deci- 
sion to buy Colombian Faus- 


tina AspriOa and David Batty 
which, they dazm. upset the 
balance of a successful side. 
Batty, though, has re- 


mained a cool head while 
others around him have been 
losing tbein. 

But certainly Keegan's 


team looked better balanced 
against Forest for the absence 
of AspriQa and returning to 
the width provided on both 


flanks by Keith Gillespie and 
David Ginola. 

. The ex p res s i on *If it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it’ will be 
ringing in Keegan’s ears and 
the buDtent Newcastle boss is 
all too aware that he no 
longer has control over the 
destiny of the tide. 

He said: "All we can do is 
keep our minds on the job- 
and keep the pressure on 
Man Urn," said the Newcas- 
tle boss. 

“We must try and make* 
sure we beat Tottenham. Af- 
ter that it’s out of our hands 
and depends on Boro.” 

Keegan can expect few 
favours from Tottenham 
manager Geny Francis Ins 
former England teammate 
warning that their long- 
lasting friendship will count 
.for nothing on Sunday. 

Francis said: "I like Kevin 
a lot. I was his c a pt ain when 
we played together in the 
England side and I've en- 
joyed watching his team. 

“Like ourselves, they play 
with two wingers and love to 
attack so I wiD be pleased for 
Kevin if hb team win the 
title, but unfortunately I 
could be the man to spoil it _ 
for him. ' 

“We want to go there and 
win the match because we are 
still in with a chance of qual- 
ifying for Europe.” 

The bookmakers were left . 
in no doubt the tide has now 1 
turned inexorably, with Lad- 
brokes quoting United on 
Friday at an overwhelming. ! 
1-10 favo uri te s with Newcas- 
tle drifting to 5-1. 

United go to Middles- 
brough, manged by former 
Old Trafford favourite Bryan 
Robson, with manager Alex 
Ferguson likely to play 
youngster Pan] Scholes in the 
centre-forward role ahead of 
misfiring Andy Cole. 





Chicago BuHs guard Michael Jordan smiles alongside Phil Jackson, Chicago Bulls coach 
(Reuters photo) 


Bulls look to get Jordan healthy 
for series against Knicks < 


CHICAGO (AP) — It was a 
decisive sweep, though not 
necessarily a sweep to cele- 
brate. 

So what if the Chicago 
Bulls defeated the Miami 
Heat by 17. 31 and 21 points? 
The team with the best 
regular-season record in 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion history was supposed to 
have an easy time with the 
Eastern Conference's eighth 
seed. 

And the sweep came at a 
{nice. Michael Jordan, the 
only player the Bulls abso- 
lutely. positively must have if 
they are to win the NBA 
championship that will vali- 
date them as one of the 
greatest teams ever, spend 
most of the last two games in 
pain with back spasms. 

Coach Phil Jackson gave 
the team Thursday off before 


beginning preparations for 
the New York Knicks. the 


Bulls' second-round oppo- 
nents. That best-of-7 series 
begins Sunday at die United 
Centre. 

Jordan, the all-tune league 
leader in scoring average for 
both the regular seaosn and 
the playoffs, expects to be 
ready for the latest in a long 
fine of physical postseason 
matchups with the Knicks. 

"I feel better overall with 
all the treatment I’ve been 
taking the last couple of 
days.” Jordan said after 
Wednesday’s 112-91 victory 
over the Heat. "I was looking 
forward to getting this series 
over so I could utilise the 
three days to get myself heal- 
thy. Hopefully, in three days 
the back won't be an issue.” 

Jordan averaged 30 points 
against Miami — even* 


though Jackson said 
“Michael played under 
wraps" for most of the last 
two games. 

“I think the spasms we’ll 
be able to quell," Jackson 
said. "We should be able to 
monitor this and have him at 
100 per cent." 

When Jordan first began 
wincing in pain during Sun- 
day’s game, teammate John 
Salley tume.d to scottie Pip- 
pen on the bench and said, 
“his back is really hurting.’’ 

"And he said, ‘he’s still the 
best player in the league. He 
could have one leg and still 
be the best player m the 
league. He won’t even be 
average.- And Scottie was 
nght,” Salley said. 

.Still, Jordan wasn’t close to 
100 per cent, and it was Pip- 
pen who made up the differ- 
ence. 
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AI Frinffs go ale e captain 
Ante Shaflq gets the Cup 
Wipacr’s Cup trophy from 
Minister of Stale Mahmoud 
nwihwr l after Al FabaH 
beat AI Wfefat 1-0 to win 
Aetet «T the 1996 soccer 
tides 



PHILADELPHIA 


J 034144 [CINEMA 


1) James Bond 007. ..in 

Golden Eye 


PLAZA 

* Escape to the top ( Arabic) 


TEL: 699233 vRMEMAJ: ' 


Shows at 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 


lllllli Nutcracker Prince 


* Toy Story 

Shows at 11:00. 12:30, 3:00 


Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 


Show: 11:00 a.m. 


* Escape to the top ( Arabic) _ . ^.Concord “I” 

Shows at 16.15. 8.30, io.30 Al_Pachino& Robert Deniro Antonio Banderas & 

•Toy Story Heat s ““ Hw,< 

Shows at 11 : 00 . 12:30, 3:00 Concord “2" DeSDeraCl( 

* Sleeping in Honey (Arabic) Ace Ventura 2 ' * 

Shows at 5:00 p.m. Shows at 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10-.30 Shows 31 12:30 ' 3:30 * 630. 8„-0, 10:30 


Naou * Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


_ PRESENTS 
HE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

n . . 


Desperado Arab Human Rights 


at 8:30 p.m, 

r re ^«« on please 
625155, 640155 
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South Korea willing to accept 
joint-hosting of World Cup soccer 


Umpire Dave Phillips lories in as Toronto Bine Jay's catcher 
Charlie O’Brien Mocks the plate bat is unable to hang onto) 
the ball, allowing Milwaukee Brewer's Greg Vaughn trt 


score from 3rd on a bant single by Pat Ustacb May 2. T%e 
Jays and Brewers played their Dud game of a three game 
series May 2 in Toronto (Reuters photo) " 


SEOUL ( AP) — Hoping to 
end a bitter battle with 
Japan over who will host 
soccer”* 2002 World Cap, 
South Korea said Friday it 
is wiIBng to jointly host the 
games.. 

The official about-face 
comes with less than a 
month left until FIFA, soc- 
cer's world governing body, 
is to announce its decision. 
Japan sand South Korea are 
the only countries bidding 
to host the 2002 World 
Cup. 

“The Sooth Korean gov- 
ernment and people will 
accept joint-hosting if that 
is the wish of most member 
nations of FIFA,” Prime 
Minister Lee Soo-Sung told 
reporters at a breakfast 
meeting. 

“Soccer is important, bat 
it should not result in 
damaging good- 
neighbourly relations with 
Japan,” be said. 

South Korea and Japan 
had shown little interest in 
co-hosting the games in the 


past, with each country en- 
gaged in spirited bidding for 
the sole right to the games. 

But recently, more and 
more South Korean offi- 
cials have privately showed 
interest m renewal sugges- 
tions by European and 
Asian soccer officials that 
the two historical enemies 
co-host the games. 

The competition for 
Asia's first ever World Cup 
finals has been marred by 
accusations of bribery and a 
rekindling of the rivalry be- 
tween the two neighbours 
that dates bade centuries. 

Japan ruled Korea as a 
colony starting in 1910 until 
its defeat in World War II 
in 1945. South Koreans 
consider the bid to host the 
World Cup, in (competition 
against Japan, a matter of 
national pride. 

To win the bid both coun- 
tries are using vast sums to 
bufld new stadiums and 
other facilities, and have 
promised to donate re- 
venues to promote soccer. 


Blue Jays finish sweep of Brewers 


TORONTO (AP) — Charlie- 
O’Brien hit a two-run home 
run Thursday and Joe Carter 
tripled, doubled and drove in - 
a ran, leading the Toronto 
Blue Jays to a 7-5 victory and. 
a three-game series sweep of - 
the Milwaukee Brewers. 

After Jose Valentin hit his 
fourth home run of the sea- 
son, a solo shot to right for a - 
4-3 Brewers* lead in the top 


of the sixth. Carter doubled 
with one out in the bottom of 
the sixth and scored on Juan 
Samuel's two-out triple. • 1 

Robert Perez followed 
with a soft liner to left to 
score Samuel and O'Brien 
walked to chase loser Scott 
Karl (2-2). Alex Gonzalez 
singled off Marshall Boze to 
score for a 6-4 Blue Jays lead. , 


Erik Hanson (3-4) gave up 

five runs, fqur earned on four 
hits over $ 2/3 innings. He 
struck out eight and walked 
five, leaving with the bases 
loaded with two out in the 
seventh. Reliever Giovanni 
Carrara walked Greg 
Vanghn, catting the Blue 
-Jays lead to 6-5 before Brian 
Bohanon got Valentin to 


ground out, ending the in- 
ning. 

tarlos Delgado restored. 
Toronto's two-run cushion 
with his eighth homer of the 
season, a solo shot to left for 
a 7-5 lead in the seventh. 
Mike Tixniin, the Blue Jays 
.fifth pitcher, worked the 
ninth for his fourth save. 


Grace pitches Phils to 7th win in eight games 


MIAMI (R) — Mike Grace 
and Ricky Bottalico com- . 
bined on a five-hitter and Jim 
Eisenreich had an RBI tingle 
to lead the Philadelphia Phil- 
lies to a 2-0 win over the 
Florida Marlins in the only 
National League game sche- 
duled on Thursday. 

Grace (5-0) became the 
National League’s third five- 
game winner and ran his 


scoreless innings streak to 16 
2/3 as the Phils won for the 
seventh time in eight games. 

The 25-year-old right- 
hander scattered five hits 
over eight innings with two! 
walks and eight strikeouts. 

Grace allowed only one ' 
runner to reach third and 
lowered his era to 2.53. His 
5-0 start is the best by a 
Phillies* rookie since Bob 


Walk went 6-0 in 1980. 

Ricky Bottalico worked a 
hitless ninth for his league- 
leading 10th save. 

Florida's Kevin Brown (2- 
4) again received no offensive 
support and took the loss. He ' 
gave up one run and four hits 
in seven innings with no. 
walks and six strikeouts. 

Brown is fifth in the league 
with a 2.26 era, but the Mar- 
lins have been shut out in 


Magic to play next season 
but maybe not withLakers 


three of his seven starts and 
have scored a combined eight 
runs with him on the mound. 

Eisenrich's two-out infield 
single Jnought home Mark 
Whitten to break the score- 
less tie in the top of the sixth. 

The Phillies added an in- 
surance ran in the ninth when 
Benito Santiago pounded a 
leadoff triple off reliever Ter- 
ry Mathews and scored on 
Kevin Jordan's sacrifice fly to 
_ deep centre. 
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Hie commemorative stamps for the 1996 Olympics 
are unveiled in Washington May 2 by Olympic 
medalists Evelyn Ashford and Mitch Gaylord (right). 
The 20 new stamps will go on sale May 3 (Renters 
pfetoto) 


NBA champion Rockets, 

HOUSTON (R) — Basket- 
. ball superstar Earvin 
‘Magic* Johnson said he 
• plans to return to the NBA 
next season, but maube not 
:to Los Angeles Lakers 
team that was bounced out 
of the playoffs in the first 
.round on Thursday. 

. Frustrated by distrao- 
tions that he felt took away 
from his team's ability to 
foots on the court, and' 
stinging from the first- 
round defeat at the hands 
of the Houston Rockets, 
Johnson told reporters he 
would consider playing for 
other teams if the Lakers 
tell him their plans do not 


include returning him to his 
old point guard position. • 

“There’s five, six, ten 
other teams I know that 
already want me, so that’s 
no problem, and I’ll just go . 
elsewhere,” said Johnson, 
who came out of retirement 
to rejoin the Lakers in mid- 
season and helped the dub 
into the playoffs. 

“Right now I want to 
come back. I hope to be 
back playing,” he said. 
“But my main thing is I 
want to win. I want to be 
like them (Houston). I 
don’t want to be on this 
side, like this.” 

Johnson, who led the 
Lakers to five NBA cham- 


pionships in the 1980s, was 
used primarily as a power 
forward and backup point 
.guard since bis return, but ' 
he clearly yearns to go back 
to running the Los Angeles 
offense. 


FOR RENT 

A flat of 260 sq.m. net. 
unfurnished in a two flats house, 
deluxe finishes, first floor, 
consists of master bedroom, two 
bedrooms with bath, sitting room, 
guest & dining room L-shaped, 
guests toilette, kijhen, 
store/maid room. 

Located in Urn Uthaii .a 
Check on spot. 


Employment Opportunity Executive Secretary 

A group company seeks fo employ an executive 
secretary, excellent command of English (written & 
spoken), typing Arabic & English, operating a PC 
(Microsoft office) with minimum 4 years experience. 
Interested candidates should mail of fax there CV, which 
will be dealt with confidentiality to: 

Attention: Office Manager 
P.O. Box 1838, Amman 11118, Jordan. 
Fax: 06-676664 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
ITANNAHMftSCH 

CMS Ti*un« Mafla hnttaa. He. 

KEEP JEN TOUCH 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
*8432 

0J84 
0 Q 104 
*9-19 

EST EAST 

J87 * Void 
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<0 AOS 
*AK 


WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
40 Am Pm 4* 

Pm Pm Pm* 

Opening lead; King of C 

Every once La a while we *2"* 
aorau a hand of rare beauty. Ttua 
hand was analyzed perfectly by the 
great Britiih writer Terence Reese. 

Use inedoa needs little comment. 
With aeven probable playing tricks, 
Wect opened in accordance with the 
Rule « Two and Three at thifl vul- 
nerability, but could not shut South , 
out of the auction. At four spades 
them wore aims sure tricks, snd the 
only chance to aet up a 10th was in 


West attacked with three high 
hearts, declarer care to run 

the third with the sine of trumpe. 

Trumps were drown in three 
rounds, and declarer then obtained 
an almost complete count of the 

hand by cashing the ace and king of 
dubs. WhenWeat followed to all 
those tricks, 12 of the defender's 
cards were known. South could now 
make the contract if West's 13th 
card was either the king, jack or 
nine of diamonds. 

Declarer led a low diamond and. 
when West produced the nine, 
declarer ducked in dummy! East 
could not afford to overtake without 
setting op a finesse position in dis- 
monda for declarer, so West was left 
on lead, trapped in an end play. (If 
East overtakes and returns a club, 
declarer niffs high, raters dummy 
by igniting the five of spades to the 
six mid then l«nh the queen of dia- 
monds for a finesse.) On the forced 
heart return, declarer ruffed in 
d ummy ggd discarded a diamond 
from hand, and lost only two heart 
tricks and a diamond. 

Note that the end poaition 
became possible only because 
declarer the foresight to ran 
the third heart with the nine! 


FOR RENT 

Villas, apartment buildings, separated 
floors, furnished or unfurnished, newly 
built, different sizes, West Amman areas. 
For more information please call 
Tel.: 637666, Amman 


THE ITALIAN jg|| 
EMBASSY 

announces new classes on May 6, 1996 
at “Terra-Sancta College” -- Jabal 
Luweibdeh. 

Fees JD 40-two-month classes 
Sat. - Mon. - Wed. 475.30-6/7.30 p.m. 

Registration at Italian Embassy 
(Tel. 638185) up to May 5. 

(Closes on Fridays & Saturdays) 


Under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince 
El Hassan Bin Talal 

In memory of Mahatma Gandhi 

Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, 

and the Indian Embassy in Amman 

bring to you at the Royal Cultural Centre 

• a Photographic Exhibition on 
Mahatma Gandhi from May 5-10, 1996 
(9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

• a Panel Discussion on “The 
Relevance of Non-Violence to 

’ Contemporary Middle East” on May 5, 
1 996 (9 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m.) 

• screening of Sir Richard 
Attenborough’s Oscar winning film 
‘Gandhi’ on May 5, 1996 (7 p.m.) 

All are cordially invited 


FOR RENT 


A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED 

Apartment. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
spacious reception, t.v. and diningroom. 

FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, PANORAMIC VIEW IN 
IpNE OF THE BEST LOCATIONS IN RABIA. 
t PLEASE CALL TEL: 

838758/ 079-31234/684113 
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SHOP 

till you 

DROP 

at LA REROUTE 

Spring/Summer 96 


for your free catalogue cai! 


Madanat Establishment 684727 


The president of the un- 
ion of European football 
associations proposed last 
month that Japan and 
South Korea be co-bosts. 
UEFA has the largest bloc 
of eight members on FIFA's 
21-member executive com- 
mittee. 

The Asian Football Con- 
federation has also made 
the same suggestion, but 
FIFA President Joao Have- 
lange has said that joint- 
hosting was against FIFA 

rules. 

' Also Friday, the national 
news agency Yonhap re- 
ported that Kim Yoon- 
Hwan, a senior leader of 
foe ruling New Korea par- 
ty, was expected to discuss 
the co-hosting idea with 
Japanese politicians when 
be visits Tokyo next week. 

Kim was to meet with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto, Ichiro 
Ozawa, the leader of the 
main opposition new fron- 
tier party, and former 


Prime' Minister Noborn 
Takeshita, who, with Kim, 
leads a Japan-South Korea 
parliamentarians group. 

Separately, the Seoul 
government, reacting to re- 
newed international critic- 
ism over the eating of dog 
meat in South Korea, said 
Friday it will do its best to 
curb dog consumption dur- 
ing the World Cup if South 
Korea becomes host 

Eating dog meat is illegal 
in South Korea, but the law 
is often violated, and dog 
stew is readily available at 
many back-alley specialty 
stores. 

Brigitte Bardot, animal 
rights activist and former 
French sex symbol, has de- 
manded that the Korean 
practice be banned during 
the World Cap finals. 

“We will do our best to 
stop the practice and inform 
the people,” an official at 
the South Korean culture 
ministry said, requesting 
anonymity. 




Eddery could land 
classic double 


LONDON (R) — Irishman 
Pat Eddery could land a 
dream double in the first two 
classics of the season this 
weekend. 

The unbeaten filly Bosra 
Sham is virtually unbankable 
in Sunday's 1,000 Guineas 
while the tough colt Storm 
Trooper could spring a sur- 
prise in Saturday's 2,000 
Guineas. 

“This is the best chance I 
have ever bad for the 1,000 
Guineas,'’ Eddery said after 
Bosra Sham trotted up in her 
fust race as a three-year-old. 
“The marvellous thing is she 
just doesn't have a chink in 
her armour.** 


Despite braising a foot in a 
training setback. Bosra Sham 
looks set to land the odds of 
5-2 on with one bookmaker 
complaining: “People think 
she can win the race on three 
legs." 

Sheikh Hamdan A1 Mak- 
toum is keen to ensure the 
race is not turned into a 
walkover by offering a dual 
challenge with Bint Sha- 
dayid, who has wintered in 
Dubai, and Bint Salsabil. 
whose Dam Salsabil won the 
1,000 Guineas and Oaks. 

In sharp contrast, the 2,000 
Guineas is a wide-open race 
now that the bubble of 
Alhaarth's invincibility has 
been burst. 


Fyrnished Ground Floor In A Villa 

2 bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, living room, back yard, 
garden, central heating. 

Location: A1 Madina A1 Munawwara St. near L'aquarium and 
Juleettee restaurants. 

Please call 695082 from 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. or 
825756 from 3:30 -10 p.m. 

Preferable small family 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished main floor of a villa, consists of 3 bedrooms, 
spacious salons, area 260sq.m., with telephone, garage, 
water well and garden. Location: Between Mecca Street 
and Madina Munawwara Street. 

For more information call Dr. Katbeh: 
Telefax 644993 (Lab.) or 817877 (Res.) 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

260 sq.m., 1st floor, separate entrance, 
salon and dining room, family room, 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, maids room, 
garage, telephone. 

Location: Near 7th Circle. 

Call Khalifeh 09/911211 or 821764 


Arab Accountants 
Can Easily Become 
USA CPA s! 


Helping 

Accountants 

become 

Professionals 




CPA SINCE 1957 

DUMDUM 


LEBANON (RcsiorJ Office): 
TEL (01) 34S 577. 
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Deadline for 
Registration for the 
Becker CPA Review 
June 96 class: 
June 1, 1996 

Information Session; 
May 4th and 7th, 

The FORTE GRAND Hotel 
At 7:00 PM. 

All Questions 
will bs answered, 


EGYPT (Id anodatloa with the 
American Unlvcatty In Cairo): 
TIL (202) 357-6735. 



JORDAN (fo anodtMo n with 
tha Honing Bank): 

THE HOUSING BANK 
COMPOUND, 2ND 
FLOOR, AMMAN. 

TEL 603 757, 

FAX: 601 997. 
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World Press Freedom Day is 
marked with voices of concern 


By P.V. Vfokamuid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Protection for 
journalists in exercising the 
freedom of the press is key 
theme for this year's world 
press freedom day that was 
observed Friday, with strong 
condemnation of states 
oppressing the press and calls 
for end to killings, assaults, 
detentions and harassment of 
journalists around the globe. 

In Fiwwiif* and reports re* 
leased to mark World Press 
Freedom Day, the United 
Nation* as well as various 
press groups around the 
world focused on the perils 
facing journalists cither as a 
result of their work in cover- 
ing conflict areas or their 
defence of the right to inform 
and be informed. 

• The New York-based 
Committee to Protect Jour- 
nalists (CPJ) went one step 
ahead, naming “10 worst 
enemies of the press." Lead- 
ing die names for the second 
straight year was the leader 
of the extremist Armed Isla- 
mic Group of Algeria, which 
has claimed responsibility for 
the most of the dozens of 
assassinations of journalists 
there since 1993. 

Others named by the CPJ 
included the leaders of Chi- 
na. Nigeria, Turkey, Tajikis- 
tan, Indonesia, Cuba, Saudi 
Arabia, Kenya and Slovakia. 


Reporters Sans Frontiers 
(Reporters Without Border, 
a Paris-based organisation, 
said three quarters of all jour- 
nalists killed in 199S were in 
Africa, mainly in Algeria. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) came under 
specific fire from the orga- 
nisation. “Since Yasser Ara- 
fat came to power in June 
1994, no fewer than 40 jour- 
nalists have been ’legally' 
arrested' 1 by the PNA’s in- 
telligence service, it said. 


“The official attitude to- 
wards the private press and 
the public media during die 
tint free (Palestinian) elec- 
tions m January 1996 casts 
doubts on the likelihood that 
the situation will improve 
soon,'* Reporters Sans Fron- 
tiers said. 


United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros-Ghali said 
in a message marking World 
Press Freedom Day: 

“More people tn more 
countries are voicing their 
desire for greater participa- 
tion in their societies as well 
as a role in achieving sustain- 
able economic and social de- 
velopment and a better life 
for all. 

“Their truest protector is a 
free press, a vigilant, re- 
sponsible defender of the 
right of people to i nfor m and 
be informed." 

Dr. Ghali paid tribute to 


“the many brave journalists 
who have died or been im- 
prisoned in the defence of 
this precious freedom.” 

“Those who risk danger to 
report the news are on the 
frontline in defending all the 
freedoms to which the United 
Nations is dedicated,” he 
added. 

Reporters San Frontiers 
(RSF) on Friday released an 
annual Report on Freedom 
of the Press Throughout the 
World dealing with 149 coun- 
tries. 

According to RSF, one of 
the strongest watchdogs of 
freedom of press, said that in 
some countries — Ghana, 
Haiti, Mozambique, the Phi- 
lippines, Togo, Ukraine and 
Yemen — die situation im- 
proved in 1995 but in others 
— Algeria. Bangladesh, 
Burundi, Gambia. Indonesia. 
Nigeria. Serbia and Rwanda 
... it worsened. 

“In other countries, little 
has changed,” said RSF. It 
named those countries as 
Burma, China, Cuba, Iran, 
Iraq, the former Soviet Un- 
ion, Tunisia and Vietnam, 
“(where) journalism is stiD a 
very dangerous profession.” 

According to figures com- 
piled by RSF. 51 journalists 
were lulled in line of their 
work in 1995 (22 of them in 
Algeria alone, raising the tot- 
al to 56 since 1993) compared 
with 103 around the world in 


Spanish Basque country and 
Corsica is another obs-tade to 


the press,” it said, dtiing spe- 
cific incidents of attacks on 
several journalists in these 
countries. 


Israelis, Palestinians pay last respects to Habibi 


NAZARETH (AFP) — 
Israel Culture Minister Shu- 
lamit Akmi and her Palesti- 
nian counterpart Yasser 
Abed Rabbo joined around 
2,000 people Friday to bid a 
final farewell to Israel's best 
known Arab author Emile 
Habibi. 

“We have lost a basic pillar 
of the struggle for a just 
peace and the rights of the 
Palestinian people," said Mr. 
Abed Rabbo in a speech to a 
memorial service in 
Nazareth. 

Habibi, whose work grap- 
pled with the pain and 
humour of being an Arab in 
the Jewah state, died Thurs- 
day aged 74 after a long 


battle with cancer. He was 
the “father of Palestinian cul- 
ture,” Mr. Abed Rabbo 
added. 

The service was followed 
by a burial in Haifa. 

Ms. Aloni also paid tribute 
to the prize- winning author 
as “a great fighter for peace 
and brotherhood between 
neighbours in this land and 
with neighbouring coun- 
tries." 

The main eulogy came 
from leading Palestinian poet 
and former Culture Minister 
Mahmoud Darwish who told 
AFP be had come to say 
“hello and farewell” $ Habi- 
bi, one of the “guardians” of 
the Palestinian people. “He 



Emile Habibi 

was a major voice of this 
land. His body will become a 
tree. 


Mr. Darwish had been due 
t to -meet up with Mr. Habibi 
. ' ’’ on' Friday in Nazareth us part 
^ 'of vision documentary 
being mtfde. on the author's 
lrf£, -and ll&l already got spe- 
- dal ^permission to travel to 
.Israeiltbdi the Israeli author- 
ities because they “had an 
appointment today.” 

'Habibi, a Communist Par- 
ty deputy in Israel's parlia- 
ment from 1952- 1977 v was 
best known among both Arab 
and Jewish Israelis for his 
humorous but biting novel 
“the pesoptimist,” which 
won him the Israel prize, the 
i Jewish state's top literary 


(Coathwed on page 3) 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
ON THE SOUTH COAST OF AQABA 



i. 


The Aqaba Region Authority announces the above 
investment opportunities in the area of Ras Al-Yamaniyya in 
the South Coast Zone of Aqaba. 


Several plots, ranging from 35,000 to 55,000 square 
metres have been allocated for the development of hotels 
having more than 300 rooms each with world standards for 
five star hotels approved by the Jordanian Ministry of 
Tourism. 


Interested investors are asked to contact Aqaba 
Region Authority — The Investment Unit, for more detailed 
Information about investment and lease conditions during 
working hours not later than Saturday 25/5/1996. 

Prof. Dr. Fayez Khasawneh 
President 

Aqaba Region Authority 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May i, 1996 
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1994; but the situation re- 
mains nonetheless perilous 
for journalists. 

It said 386 journalists were 
imprisoned in 1995, and 102 
were still being held as of 
Dec. 31, 1995. 

RSF said: “The use of leg- 
islation to stifle press free- 
dom and. to an even greater 
extent, the widespread 
growth of impunity are 
among the threats joiurnalists 
have to face nowadays.” 

The group named- Roma- 
nia. Congo. Zambia and 
Egypt as countries where the 
regimes, “on the pi-etext of 
updating press law ...,7 have 
mtroducod “repressive leg- 
islation that enables them to 
restrict joumalists's freedom 
with the blessing of the 
courts.” 

The RSF report rtself did 
not spare Western countries 
in its criticism. “Even in 
Western democracies the 
protection of press freedoms 
requires constant vigilance 
and effort,” It said, and 
named Britain and Spain 
among violators. 

“Violence from right-wing 
extremists in Franco. Ger- 
many and Austria and 
nationalist movements in the 
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MOGADISHU (R) — * 


DNA shows 
humans, chimps 
f same species 1 



Qatari justice Minister Najib A1 Nairn! (right) is 
escorted past the Dome of the Rock Mosque as he 
tours holy sites in Jerusalem on Friday (Reuters photo) 


Qatar minister prays 
at A1 Aqsa Mosque 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Qatar's Justice 
Minister Najib Mohammad 
Al Naimi took parr in Friday 
prayers at the Al Aqsa Mos- 
que, one of the holiest sites in 
Islam. 

Mr. Naimi is on bis first 
visit to die Palestinian self- 
rule areas and the Holy Gty 
at the invitation of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

Just after weekly prayers 
he held talks with Fatal Hus- 
seini, the de facto Palestinian 
minister for Jerusalem, at the 
unofficial Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
headquarters in East Jeru- 
salem. 

"This visit will help to de- 
fuse Israel’s attempts to dis- 
tance Qatar from the Palesti- 
nian cause,” Mr. Hussein! 
said after the meeting. 

Israel has banned Palesti- 
nian diplomatic activity tn the 
eastern sector of the Holy 
City. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 


mon Peres said the minister's 
visit would help to “streng- 
then the city's unity under 
Israel's sovereignly.” 

Mr. Naimi was later to 
travel to the Gaza Strip to 
meet with Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat. 

On Thursday he visited 
East Jerusalem and met his 
Palestinian counterpart, 
Freih Abu Meddern, Palesti- 
nian sources said.- 
“Em a guest of the Palesti- 
nian A gti fo rit y 'Mffd so I don't 
intend to meet Israeli lead- 
ers,” Mr. Naimi said as he 
arrived in Jericho on the 
West Bank. 

Qatar decided in July to 
open a mission in the Palesti- 
nian territories and set up a 
holding company with a 
capital of $250 million to 
irrvest-m Palestinian develop- 
ment. \ 

..MC Pops became the first 
Israeli premier to visit Qatar 
when on April 2 he signed an 
agreement in Doha to ex- 
change trade missions. 


rmuuuy uci«l w «««— — . 
leader General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed’s forces in 
south Mogadishu is the only 
way to bring peace to the 
devastated country. General 
Aideed’s main rival in the 
north said. . . 

“There is only one way (to 
achieve peace) — (and that 
is) to overcome militarily 
Aideed. There is no other 
way. 

“And if that will happen, 
not only wfll we solve (the 
violence) in south Moga- 
dishu, we have solved all of 
Somalia's problems,” All 
Mabdi Mohammad told Reu- 
ters on Thursday, . 

Across the shattered city’s 
so-called green fine, Mr. All 
Mahdi controls north Moga- 
dishu, a relatively tranquil 
zone in contrast to the anar- 
chic south. Mr. Aideed’s 
militia forces ate currently 
engaged in tense stand-off in 
the so u thern sector against 
fighters loyal to Osman Afi 
A to, Gen. ATdeed’s former 
financier who broke with him 
last year. 

Acconfirig to Red Cross 
figures, 65 people died in 
hospital of war wounds when 
fighting between Ato and 
Aideed forces flared up April 
4. Another 1,065 people were 
treated for woutids. 

Another 150 to 200 civi- 
lians and militiamen from 
both sides were estimated kil- 
led on south Mogadishu’s 
mean streets between April 4 
and May 1. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross and its 
main partner in Mogadishu, 
the Somali Red Crescent 
Society, are bracing for a new 
upsurge in fighting in south 
Mogadishu ami have flown in 
17.5 tonnes of emergency 
medical supplies. 

On Monday Gen. Aideed 
threatened to launch an 
attack against Mr. Ato within 
48 hours. Although the 
assault never happened, visi- 
tors to the south say the 
situation remains very tense. 

Looking relaxed- and 
caspally dressed in a bine 
cotton, sturt anU 
&omaIf sarong, Mr. Ali 
Mahdi said be would meet 
Mr. Ato for talks when the 
former Aideed financier re- 
turned from medical treat- 
ment in the Saudi city of 
Jeddah. 

In the interview at his 
‘freshly white-washed villa 
overlooking the ruined capit- 
al, Mr. Mahdi said he was in 
general agreement with Mr. 
Ato’s proposals for national 
reconciliation. 


SYDNEY (R) — Gorillas 
and chimpanzees should be 
reclassified into tbe same 
species group as humans 
because of die closeness of 
their DNA, according to a 
team of Australian and 
New Zealand scientists. “If 
you compare other mam- 
mal groups. like genus 
rams (rat) there is much 
more divergence in DNA 
than there is between 
humans and chimpanzees,” 
said scientist Simon Eas- 
teal, from the John Curtin 
School of medical research' 
m Canberra. Using a nuc- 
lear DNA test, the study 
found humans diverged 
from chimpanzees 3.6 to 
four milli on years ago. The 
two had diverged from 
gorillas between four and 
five million years ago. 


Jackson Five 
could re-form, 
says brother 


Assault charges 
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actor 
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Barzani envoy said due in Jordan 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to ebe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A delegation 
representing the Kurdish 
Democratic' Party (KDP), 
will visit Jordan this month 
for talks with Jordanian offi- 
cials on tbe situation in Iraq 
and tbe KDPs quest to open 
an office in Amman, a 
spokesman of the Iraqi 
National Accord (INA) said 
Friday. 

The spokesman, who 
asked not to be named, said 
that the delegation will also 
discuss with the INA coor- 
dination between the two 
opposition factions and 
“efforts to speed up political 
change in Baghdad.” 

The team’s visit to Amman 
is foe second by Iraqi opposi- 


tion faction in less than a 
month. A delegation repre- 
senting the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), visited the 
Kingdom on April and met 
with' Jordanian officials who 
granted the PUK permission 
to open an office in Amman, 
the spokesman said. A PUK 
team is expected to arrive this 
month to open an office, tbe 
spokesman added. 

“The INA and PUK 
agreed to maintain coordina- 
tion and cooperation not only 
between tbe INA and Pint 
but also between all opposi- 
tion factions in northern Iraq. 
We discussed issues relating 
to the situation in Iraq and 
means to strengthen coopera- 
tion inside Iraq," said the, 
INA spokesman. 

Tbe PUK, headed by Jalal 


Talbani, and KDP, headed 
by Massoud Barzani, are 
based in northern Iraq, con- 
trary to other non-Kurdish 
opposition groups, the PUK 
and KDP do not directly call 


EDGARTOWN, Massa- 
chusetts (R) — Actor 
Woody Hhfigtson Appeared 
in a Mahha’s Vineyard 
court where charges stem- 
ming from a fight with two 
tabloid photographer were 
dropped. Harrelson, star of 
the movie Natural Bom 
Killers, apparently became 
upset when the two papa- 
razzi began shooting pic- 
tures after last, year’s wed- 
ding of his fellow Cheers 
television star, actor Ted 
Dan son. Edgartown Dis- 
trict Court Magistrate Tho- 
mas Teller said charges 
against Harrelson, who al- 
so played Woody in tbe hit 
sitcom Cheers, and coun- 
tercharges by Harrelson 
against the two photogra- 
phers from tbe star had 
been dropped. 


for toppling President Sad- 
dam Hussein's government 
but demand an expansion of 
the Kurdish self-rule author- 
ity and more Kurdish control 
over oil fields in northern 
Iraq. 

The INA spokesman said 
that former Iraqi military in-- 
telligence chief Wafa's 
Samierai who arrived in Jor- 
dan last month from Damas- 
cus, will return to the King- 
dom from Saudi Arabia after 
performing the pilgrima ge 
He ruled out speculation that 
the director will return to 
Syria after the pilgrimage. 


Bloodsucking bat 
terrorises Mexican 
village 





LONDON (R) — The 
Jackson Five, one of foe 
most popular U.S. groups 
of the 1970s. are ready to 
re-form to record and tour, 
one of tbe group said. Elder 
brother Tito Jackson said 
the brothers met four 
weeks ago to discuss a plan 
-to reunite foe group, inc-' 
l uffin g superstar Michael 
Jackson, who has been pur- 
suing a solo career. There 
are a few plans for the 
Jacksons to get together 
and do some recording,” be 
told BBC Radio. 
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Iraqi group plans to launch paper 


By Merrat Sowadeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Iraqi 
National Accord movement, 
an exiled g^bup opposed to 
the regime of Saddam Hus- 
sein. is planning to launch a 
weekly newspaper this 
month. airlNA member said 
Friday. 

Haron Mohammad, an 
INA spokesman, said Iraq Al 
Mustaqbal (Iraq of the fu- 
ture) will- cover Iraqi internal 
affairs and will work on “ex- 
posing the immoral practices 
of the Iraqi regime. ” 

"We will also cover the 
news of Iraqi opposition 
groups everywhere." Mr.. 
Mohammad told tbe Jordan 
Times, stressing that the pap- 
er will be tbe first publication' 
lo represent various Iraqi 
opposition factions. u 

Iraqi opposition is com- 
posed of four main groups; 


the Nationalist secular group 
led by Sunni Muslims, the 
Kurdish movement, the lef- 
tist movement composed of 
foe Iraqi Communist and 
Baath parties and the Shiites. 

While foe leftist and reli- 
gious groups are historically 
affiliated with' Syria, the 
DMA. which, its members say 
was established by formed 
Iraqi army generals and di- 
plomats in foe early 90s is 
foe only group with offices in 
Jordan. 

Another 20-25 Iraqi groups 

2 lhe . 5 

Saddam Hussein arc still 
awamng approval from fo e 
government to open offices 
here. 

Th« government savs it will 
grant permits to the^i on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Traditionally. Iraqi opposi- 
tion movements are riddled 
oy internal disputes. It was 
not immediately dear what 


links could other groups have 
wrth Jraq Al Mustaqbal. 
which will join another six 
weeklies issued by Iraqi 
opposition groups. 

“Baghdad used to focus on 
foe news of Iraqi opponents 
outside Iraq but the new pap- 
er will concentrate on foe 
news of our people living in 
Iraq. Mr. Mohammad said 

Ust month .foe WAhn! 
cbed a daily four-hour radio 
service via satellite. It was the . 

SIThL ? dl °- sc . rv ! ce oper- 
ated by Iraqi dissidents 

four radio stations broadcast 
jrom the northern district of 
Iraq, one from Syria and one 
from Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Mohammad said he 
«pected the majority of the 

TartSSt 00 ? ' V* Ir3q A1 Mus “ 

taqbal to be distributed inside 

“We have the ability to 
(Continued n ^ ^ 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
giant batlike creature is ter- 
rorising a village in the 
northern Mexican state of 
Sinaloa, where goats are 
found dead daily with their 
blood sucked dry, witness- 
es said. Poor farmers from 
Calderon village have for- 
med night vigilante squads 
to track down the flying 
beast that has been dubbed 
the “goat sucker.” “We are 
telling people to keep the 
women and - children 
locked up inside at night,” 

one villager told national 

television network Tele- 
visa. 




French parliament 
tones down 
personal stereos 


PARIS (R) — pier 
hament passed a i 
ca PP in g volume on 
al stereos after <j 
warned that loud m 
headphones was an 
generation of deaf 
.The legislation, vot 
nimously by the j 
Assembly after ear 
proval by foe Fra 
nate, allows the sale 
sonal stereos in 
only if foy ^ uc 

produce more tin 
decibels of sound, 
requires labels on r 
stereos warning nr< 

listening at foil pow 

ages hearing. 
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